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ADVERTISEMENT. 



X HK period, which was limited for the pi'o*-' 
duction of the Essay, of which the substance 
is comprised in titie following Survey, allowed 
no leisure for elaborate composition or exten- 
sive research. The subject was familiaar M 
the Auttior, and he seized the opportianity d^ 
collecting from the Scriptures only a view o9 
the constitution of the Christian Church, ar 
de^gn, which he had often meditated, but for 
which he had made no preparation, and whkli 
he proposed to execute in a very difi«|nsntp 
form. 

Since the premium was adjud^d, he ha9 
availed himself of the advice of friemdly oit 
whose judgment he places the strongest re- 
liance, and for whose assistance be returns' his 
sineerest thanks. The original compasitieii 
has becfn revised and considerably en^gfed ; 
exceptions hsive been anticipated and repelted,^ 
and the argument has been strengthened by 
a reference to the best writers on Eccksias^ 
tical polity. The order of the first and second 
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parts of the proposed thesis has been inverted, 
to render the scriptural view of the subject 
more simple and uninterrupted ; a new title 
descriptive of the method of the discussion has 
been adopted ; and the work has been divided 
into Sections, to each of which is prefixed the 
substance of the argument which it contains. 
A more detailed Analysis supplies the place of 
the Table of Contents. References to the texts 
of Scripture, on which the argument is founded,^ 
are subjoined at the foot of the page; and 
the authorities of eminent divines are alleged 
in the notes, which comprehend such illustra- 
tions and remarks, as, though not irrelevant, 
would interrupt the series of the discourse. 
For all these alterations and additions the 
Author alone is responsible, and he is desirous 
of discharging the Committee, by whom the 
premium was adjudged, of all participation in 
any erroneous or offensive sentiment, which 
the work in its present state may be found to 
contain. 

It would be ungrateful to dismiss the fol- 
lowing sheets, without apprising the reader, 
that the premium, which called forth the ori- 
ginal Essay, was the donation of the Right 
Honourable Lord Kenyon; a nobleman 
whose constancy in doing good, whose inti- 
niate acquaintance with matters of ecclesias-: 



tical polity, and whose cordial zeal in every 
thing which concerns the welfare of the Church 
of England, are such as become the pupil of 
William Jones of Nayland. 
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SECTION I. 

PRKFATpRT CONSIDERATIONS. 

Concessions of Ecclesiastical writers, and tlieir ef- 
fects — ^how far warranted. The question referred to the 
Scriptures— diflBculties of treating it. Presumptive proofs 
of the divine constitution of the Christian Church and 
Ministry. Method of the following Survey. Page 1. 

SECTION 11. 

ORIGIN AND SUCCESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

Divine origin asserted and illustrated by the eternal de- 
signation and visible appointment of Christ ; by the call of 
the Twelve, and of the Seventy ; by the divine preference 
of Matthias ; and by the call of St. Paul. Succession ex* 
hibited in the ordination of the seven Deacons, of Timothy 
and Titus, and of the ministers whom they were respec- 
tively appointed to ordain, and by the enuKneration of ec- 
clesiastical persons mentioned in the Scriptures. General 
remarks on the evidence produced. Page I^« 

SECTION III. 

DEGREES AND DISTINCTIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

Puring the personal adminbtration of the Lord were 
three distinct orders. Conjectures on his conference with 
the apostles in the interval between the resuiTectlon and 
ascension. After his ascension not more than three orders, 
to which the more numerous designations of ecclesiastical 
officers are reduced ; nor less than three orders. Apostles 
distinct from Presbyters : the title of Apostles seldom used 
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before, always after, the ascension. There were three 
orders. Apostles possessing peculiar powers of ruling, 
judging, ordaining, visiting, and confirming through an 
extensive district. Presbyters, a continuation of the order 
of the Seventy, and called Bishops in the Scriptures. 
Their office — Deacons — Deaconesses. Page 51. 

SECTION IV. 

UNITY, DIVISION, UNIFORMITY, AND COMMUNION OF THB APO- 
STOLIC CHURCH^ AND PERPETUITY OF TUB ORDER ESTA- 
BLISHED BY THE APOSTLES. 

Unity described. Nature of schism collected from the 
apostolic writings. Uniform observance of the ordinances 
of the Apostles, Apostolic council at Jerusalem. Order 
of the Apostles universal and perpetual. Page 95. 

SECTION V. 

CONFIRMATION OF THE ARGUMENT. 

Comparison of the Christian ministry with the Jewish 
priesthood. Universal practice of Episcopacy. Difficulties 
of the contrary hypothesis. Page 107- 

SECTION VI. 

APPLICATION OF THB ARGUMENT. 

To the Romanist ? to the sectarist : to the laity of the 
Church of England, including the Legislature: to the 
Clergy. Promise of an universal Church. Correspondence 
of the Church of England with foreign countries. Missions 
to the Heathen unsuccessfnl : compared with the apostolic 
method of planting Churches. Duty of England to en- 
large the Church. Conclusion. Page IQG, 
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SECTION I. 

PREFATORY CONSIDERATIONS, 



It has been maintained by certain writers on Eccle- 
siastical History, that the formi and model of an 
Episcopal Church are a work of human invention ; 
that our Lord left no instruction to his Apostles on 
the subject ; that they neither adopted nor prescribed 
any settled order ; that their private ordinances and 
traditions cannot be understood without a reference 
to the practice of succeeding ages, which is the only 
intelligible comment on a secret and mystical text ; 
and that the faint traces of the Christian ministry^ 
which may be discovered in the Scriptures, were 
adapted to local circumstances and the temporary 
exigencies of the Church, and not designed for per- 
petual or universal use. Such opinions have been as- 
sumed with avidity by the adversaries of the establish- 
ment and constitution of the Church of England. 
The Romanist has not scrupled to insinuate, that our 
ecclesiastical polity is the result of recent innovatioi^ 
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which he justly condemns^ or that it rests on the 
foundation of mere tradition^ to which he alone at- 
taches any value; and the Separatist has objected, 
that ^e Are not possessed of that scriptural mithod^, 
which in his judgment is the only and exclusive obli- 
gation to religious obedience and conformity. The 
practical influence of these opinions has been but too 
extensive ; and they havie affected the bbnduct of men, 
who, satisfied with a general profession of the re- 
ceived faith, have no curiosity to search the Scrip- 
tures for themselves, and hold the plausible systems of 
the theorist, and the partial decisions of the polemic, 
in equal aversion. Masters in Israel, with a holy 
jealousy for the truth as it is in Jesus, have disdained 
to disparage their sacred office by the recommenda- 
tion of any thing, which has not a clear and unques- 
tionable title to a divine origin and authority ; and 
the people uninstructed in the nature and principles 
of the Christian Ministry, with doubts strengthened 
by the silence of their teachers, whether the whole be 
hot entirely of human institution, and consequently 
variable in accommodation to local circumstances and 
popular opinions, have formed their own fiotions of 
religious communion, and have assumed to them- 
selves a privilege of joining or abandoning any society 
of Christians, at their own pleasure and discretion, in 
compliance with early prejudice arid jprepossession, 
from their private views of the efficacy arid expedience 
of a peculiar discipline, from a prefe'rerice 6f favourite 
preachers, or from an attachment to cherished doc- 
trine, vnthout the most distant suspicion, that there 
IS any form or order of the ChurcTi 6f Christ, which 
exclusively challenges their respect arid obedience. 



In surveying the platform of the Christian Church, . 
it ia necessary to separate ev^ry thing which is .con- 
fessedly human, from that which claims a higher de- 
&eent ; that which has been varied and may be varied 
at the discretion of man, from that vyhich cannot be 
changed hut by the interposition of him who appointed 
it. A human origin b readily allowed to every thing 
not necessarily connected with the nature of the Chris- 
tian ministry, and the regular exercise of its appointed 
functions. The rites and ceremonies of the Church, 
the dress of the Ministers, and the form of Churches, 
are human, and niay be varied, without any other li* 
mitation than that all things be conducted decently and 
in order, and with a view to general edification^. 
Whatever affects the temporal interests of the Church, 
its revenues, its privileges and immunities^ n^ay be 
contracted or enlarged, superseded pr confirmed, with- 
out any other provision, than that a hire^ be as- 
signed to the labourer of which he is worthy. These 
advantages may be removed, and the true Church will 
survive the removal; or they may be added to cor- 
rupt institutions without being able to cpnqeal the de*- 
formity, though where they are multiplied in a high 
degree, they will dazzle the eye of the wealf, and ob- 
struct his view of the fair proportions of the temple ; 
they will inflame the jealousy of the envious, and lead 
him to question the character of the Architect, and to 
impute to the original plan the fault, which belongs 
only to the occupier. If we would observe the exact 
order and simplicity of the Christian Church, we must 

• 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40. 

^ Matt. X. 10. Luke x. 7. 1 Cor. ix. 14. 2 Thcss. iii. 9. 1 Tim. 
V. 18. 
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remove the dust and rubbishy which the revolution of 
ages hath accumulated in the courts of the building ; 
we must tear away the false ornaments, with which a 
vain taste hath disfigured its primitive simplicity ; we 
must repair and strengthen the pillars which have 
been injured by the assaults of the enemy, or suffered 
by the weakness of its defenders to perish and decay. 
We must examine it when it had no other foundation 
than the Apostles and Prophets, and no other corner 
stone than Jesus Christ^, 

That the Holy Scriptures are in themselves perfect 
and complete, and sufficient to accomplish the end of 
their divine inspiration, that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works, and 
made wise unto salvation^, is the received doctrine of 
every denomination of Christians, with the exception 
of the Romanist and the Quaker ; and when the sense 
of the Scriptures has been ascertained, by a critical 
examination of the text, by the collation of other pas- 
sages of an opposite or parallel meaning, and by the 
deductions of legitimate reasoning, there is an end of 
every controversy, which affects Christian truth or 
Christian virtue. It is not easy to assign any satisfac- 
tory reason, why the principles of a Christian's com- 
munion with his fellow members of the Christian 
Church, as a religious corporation, should not be com- 
prehended in the same Scriptures, or why the origin 
and orders of its Ministry, and the authority to preach 
the Gospel and administer the Sacraments, should form 
no part of the wisdom unto salvation, of the perfection 
and thorough furniture of the Man of God. It is the 

^ Bph. HI 20. ^ ? Tim. iii. 1^ 17, 



professed object of the following Survey, to examine 
the foundation of these things^ whether they proceed 
from men or fiom God : and the investigation will be 
exclusively confined to scriptural evidence^ to the ex- 
amination of the conduct and opinions of inspired 
men^ and to the dispassionate statement of the natu- 
ral and obvious conclusions. A discourse of this 
nature is in a certain degree original ; and persons 
whose minds are not familiar with such inquiries^ and 
are prepossessed in favour of human authority and 
customary practices^ may be apprehensive of the con-* 
sequences to which it leads* The articles of Chris- 
tian belief and the rules of Chrbtian duty have been 
so frequently and perspicuously digested and detailed, 
.and have been made so continually the subject of pub- 
lic instruction from the Pulpit, that there is hardly a 
stranger in Israel who is not acquainted with them, 
or who, when he reads his Bible, is incapable of per- 
ceiving the authenticity of the faith, or the force of the 
obligations to personal obedience in which he has 
been in^tructec^. The constitution of the Church is 
a matter of more partial consideration ; a questipp, 
which few have discussed, and in which but few feel 
any lively interest or concern. Custom and expe- 
dience, conformity with the example of their forefa- 
thers, and compliance with the national establishment, 
are the general motives of religious communion. Apo- 
stolical authority is seldom required, often discounte- 
nanced, and occasionally disputed and denied ; pair 
tially and superficially illustrated, and recommended 
with hesitation and reserve, it hath fallen into ge- 
neral disrepute. In reviving its claims, and in elu- 
cidating and establishing them, mau^ ^o^\iiax \\vs^- 
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dices miist be violated, many private apihions mu^ 
be overthrown. No incense will be oflfered to fk- 
vourite prepossessions, nor will the commkhding 
claims of a divine institution be compromised in fo- 
vour of the delusivie pretences of Christian liberty. 
The perverseriess of the human will and the weak- 
ness of the hurtian judgment are always entitled to 
favourable consideration ; and truth, if it be not 
spoken in love, is more frequently opposed and injufeil, 
than defended and maintained. In recommending 
any form of religious service, it is hardly possible to 
avoid an indirect censure of those, whbse t)ractice has 
been formed by a different rule ; but it becomes ti 
writer, who is conscious of his own impeifeictiohs, xihd 
who desires ho other liberality than that which he 
exercises, to beware of irritating those whom it i^ 
most desirable to cotvcilitrte, ahd to endeavour, whflfe 
he confirms ahd establiljihis the principles of the sountl 
members of the Church of Englartd, ivot to itistrfl lire 
weakness of the unsettled iattd waverihg rdigidnifet, 
\vho lieeds instruction tiot less than he (teserires te- 
proof, ahd nit to provoke the opposition of the nu- 
inerbus multitude, wlidtn the iiifluence of (Education, 
the habits of their early years, or the variofus consider- 
Btions, which operate in maturer life, have urrfiappily 
|>laced in a state of unqualified separation. The at- 
tefntion of the reader is invited to a di^cfossidn, wliith 
offers nothing to amuse his fancy or affect his pas- 
isiotis, to a bare collection of Scriptural testhrionies, 
to a concise comparison of things spirittial 'with spi- 
ritual. The uniform direction of the argumeht, arid 
the consistency of the several conclusions, may bte 
imputed by the uhcandid and illiberal to the fij^ire of a 



pjre;concerte4 ^^^ysteii), rather than to a constant com- 
pliance with the evidence of the truth ; and whatever 
of originality there is, or to the inexperienced may ap- 
pear to be, in the course of the discussion, is liable to 
be rejected among the presumptions of a private and 
Unauthorized interpretation of the Scriptures. Even if 
the model of ecclesiastical perfection contained in the 
Scriptures can be exhibited, if it be possible to pre- 
sent the Church ^^ in her apostolical form and come- 
liness, such as she appeared in the days of old, and in 
the years that are past, before schism had mangled^ 
and heresy disfigured the beauty of holiness,*" there 
remains the danger of exciting general offence, at the 
corruption and degeneracy of succeeding times. It 
is allowed that the outline is faint, that the groups, 
which are scattered in different parts of the canvas^ 
have no visible connection with each other, and tliat the 
unity of the original design cannot be collected with- 
out the nicest attention ; and these circumstances ai*^ 
alleged, not only in excuse of the imperfections of the 
present publication, but in extenuation of prevailing 
errors in the constitution of modern Churches, unless 
thoi^e errors are of vital importance, and plainly con- 
tradict the truth of the Scriptures, that heavenly depo- 
sitory of divine wisdom, which hath been committed 
to earthly vessels, ever liable to corruption and decay, 
And to contaminate the purity and excellence of the 
treasure which they contain. 

!3y the law and by the testimony of these inspired 
writings must every question of Theology be decided ; 
and if they csyi be shewn to warrant the belief, that the 
revelation of any doctrine, the injunction of any duty^ 
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or the institution of any ordinance^ is not from man 
but from God^the pious Christian, who aspires not to 
wisdom beyond that which is written, and whose cu- 
riosity is regulated by the obedience of faith, will wave 
every subordinate consideration of its necessity or ex- 
pedience, of its wisdom, its justice, or its truth. It 
cannot be supposed that the appointments of God are 
in vain, or that he condescends to interfere in those 
arrangements, which human reason is competent to 
conclude ; or that while his holy Scriptures contain all 
things necessary to salvation, they also propose truths 
which men can discover by their own ability, or re- 
commend duties, which men are of themselves dls«- 
posed to observe without the authority of a divine 
commandment. The revelations and appointments 
of God are so far necessary, that peace and order 
could not prevail without the one, and that our reli- 
gious knowledge would be defective and incomplete 
wjthout the other. Where this deference to the wis- 
dom <of God revealed in the Scriptures is admitted, 
the evidence of the fact will be sufficient, without a 
specific argument, to substantiate the necessity of a 
divine origin of the Christian ministry. It will ne- 
vertheless be a suitable introduction of the severer ex- 
aminjation of the Scriptures, from which that evidence 
must be derived, to collect the presumptive proofs, 
which are afforded by common observation and expe- 
rience, and by such a cursory and desultory knowledge 
of scriptural language, as is familiar to every -man, 
from which may be inferred the reasonableness of 
believing and acknowledging the divine interference 
in the constitution of the Christian Church. 



It is one of the moM delightful exercises of the 
human mind to contemphtte the care which God en« 
tertains for the children of men, and to observe the 
various provisions, direct and indirect, which he hath 
miUle for their peace and happiness, in the various 
states of civil and religious sodety. The authority 
and obedience which constitute the peace and comfort 
6[ . every private family^' originate in the divine insti* 
tution, by which power has been given to the parent 
over the offspring, and to the master over his depen- 
dents ; and the necessity of complying with this order 
appears every day from the unhappy consequenceSj 
which follow the interruption of domestic harmony by 
the contumacy of the servant, or the dbobedience of 
the child. 

The domestie order is exhibited on a larger scaje 
in the dvil government of nations, where the power 
of the Rider, and the obedience of the people> are 
'sanctioned by a divine institution, and by the assur* 
ance, that he who resisteth shall receive damnation*. 

Hath then the Almighty thought these cases worthy 
of his interference, and that it was necessary to regu« 
late die subordination of private fiimilies, and to p^r 
scribe obedience to the civil administration, and have 
the afbirs of the Church neither needed nor deserve4 
any interposition or control } ^ The advantages of the 
Christian reli^on are indeed great and preeminent ; 
and the duties of peace, of love, and of humility, are 
recommended under the most affecting motives and 
the most commanding obligations ; but the natural 

• Rom. xiii. 1, % Titus ui. 1. 1 PeUst u. Vi. 



10 

dispositian of man remains the •same ; he is stfll igi* 
tated by the same passion for authority and indepen* 
dence^ by the same reluctance to obedience and sub- 
mission. If when an order of acknowledged expedi<^ 
enc^^ which has the most powerful claims to a divine 
origin, is proposed, every man is prepared with hi# 
exception, and provided with a private scheme of ec- 
clesiastical discipline, what would not have been the 
<confiisioti and disorder, if no divine model had been 
exhibited ? It is painful to reflect on the gradual en-*- 
eroachments of the Papacy for more than eight .oeiitu<^ 
«es which preceded the lleformatioii,and to obsei?ve, in 
more reeent times, the progress of the democratical 
principle, in the affiiifs of the Church. Even in the 
time of the Apostles, the Corinthians were disobedi^^ 
and refractory ^, under an authority, which was given 
and exercised, with the most scrupulous attrition to 
their benefit, and sanctioned by marks of divine and 
miraculous power ^ : even when the humility of the 
most submissive ser^'ant was exhibited hy the 'Lord 
himself, it could not restrain the ambition of fiis dis- 
ciples, or prevent them from aspiring to the honours 
and distinctions of his appro.aohing kingdom^. Tlieugh 
ilie authority of « divine institution has not predulded 
occasional and extensive contention and disorder, it 
has been the means of eontroUing and correeting the 
forbidden and unbecoming spirit of division, a spirit 
than which none is -more contrary to tha unity of 
Christian k>ve', or more offensive to him, i<4io*is Uii 

t3od\notofeonfu«ion> but of peace ^ " . * ' 

-"■'■■*• 
• ■ ■ • . , -, • » 

• 'il Cor, IT. 19.!) Cor.x. «."'«« Gpr.xiv.lS: ^ Mt^,KX/90. 
Mark x. 36. JLuke xWv24. » Jq^ii xvii. 11. ^ 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 
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If tio ttfiam can 'preach, except he be sent ^y nor as^ 
sUme to himself the honour of a divine commission, 
^vithout being called of God "*, and if no such com- 
mission had been deKvered or registered in the Scrip- 
tures, men must have been destitute of the offices and 
ministers of religion, and in the forlorn and pitiable 
condition of sheep having no shepherd. They would 
have been incapable of faith and of devotion, from the 
want of authorized instructors ; nor would there have 
been any means of giving effect to the foolishness of 
preiaching, which God in opposition to the wisdom bf 
Gentile philosophy, and to the visible signs of the 
Jewish ritual, hath ordained for the salvation of them 
that believe". Men would have been distracted aitd 
perplexed with the difficulty of reconciling their own 
wants with the divine appointment ; and whatever as- 
sistance they might receive from men, in the work of 
fmlvation, must have been received under the impres- 
sion, th^t their ministers were usurping an authority 
over their fellows, and opposing the institution of God, 
whose Wessings are not annexed to disobedience and 
preemption. 

But it has been objected, that this honour which no 
man taketh to himself is appropriated to Christ ; that 
It refers exclusively to the Aaro Aical Priesdiood ; that 
it certainly -cannot prove the necessity of any but such 
an immediate call as Aaron received ; and that it is 
conifined to the offering of gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
Tlte assertion of the Apostle is however universal and 
'unlimited, and the conclusion only which he draws is 
^particiilar ; and hi^ arguntent is, that on the same 

> Kom. X. 15. "» Heb. v . 4. ^ \ C,w ,\,^V, 
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principle on which the Hebrews admitted the Priest* 
hood o( Aaron, they were bound to acknowledge the 
Priesthood of Christ, whose ministerial call not less 
than Aaron's, was divine. This universal proposition 
must of necessity comprehend more than the particu- 
lar institution of the Jewish priesthood ; for the Apo- 
stle's object throughout the whole Epistle is to prove 
that the Priesthood of Christ was superior to that of 
Aaron, and designed to supersede it, and that it was 
of the order not of Aaron, but of Melchisedek ; and 
consequently if the text be confined to the Levitical 
Priesthood, it is irrelevant in its application to Christ, 
whose priesthood was of a different kind. Nor was 
the call of Abraham immediate or personal, but con- 
veyed to him by Moses, and including his sons and suc- 
cessors, whose priesthood throughout all generations 
was confirmed by virtue of their descent from him : 
and although it was the distinguishing office of the 
Jewish high priest, to offer gifts and sacrifices fpr sins, 
those gifts and sacrifices were of a very different de?- 
scription from that whipU was offered. in the person of 
Christ: nor is it essential to the definition of 4 priest, 
that he shall offer any gifts or sacrifices, or that those 
gifts and sacrifices shall be of a specific nature ; but 
only that he be one that is taken froni amqng^ men, 
and that is ordainejd ' for and in behalf of men^ to 
minister in the things which belong .to God.. 



t . I '. 



The necessity of a divine call, seems indeed toffeave 
been universally admitted from the beginning. . The 
various priesthoods of = the ^athen were established 
under a persuasion, of their .divine appointmfint ;: and 
he who recommended a new object to the adoration 
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of the people, prescribed the form of the worship, 
and the order of the officiating ministries. The high 
groves, in which his idolatrous service was performed, 
might be supposed the peculiar residence of Baal, in 
whidi he gave instruction to his priests ; and the im- 
pious policy of Jeroboam, in setting up an idolatrous 
altar at Bethel®, was indebted for its success princi- 
pally, if not entirely, to his reference to the divine au- 
thority in the deliverance from Egyptian bondage, and 
to the insinuation, that the one God who was every 
where present might be worshipped with the same fa- 
jdlity at Bethel as at Jerusalem. 

Even in the patriarchal ages, concise as is the ac- 
count which the inspired historian presents of their 
principles and practice, evident marks may be traced 
of the divine institution of sacrifice ; and it is natural 
to conclude, that some persons were set apart or or- 
dained for men, in things thus pertaining to God, to 
effer these gifts and sacrifices for sins. Melchisedek 
was priest of the most high God, and his sacerdotal 
character was iftimediately recognized by Abraham 
when he received his solemn benediction, and offered 
him the tenth of his spoils ^. In the right of primo- 
geniture, the office of che priesthood was included ; 
and profeneness"^ could not have attached to Esau from 
the sale of his birthright, if that act had not implied 
an alienation of the priesthood also in favour of Jacob, 
who now became the type of the great High Priest, 
the first-born among many brethren ^. 

In a succeeding age, and according to a more dis- 

• 1 Kings xii. 22. p Gen. xiv. 18, 19, 20. Heb. vii. ly 4. 

fl Jleb. xii. 16. ' Rom. viii. 39. 
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tinct account, the order of the Ij&vitieal piieftthood'anil 
die mititttest article of the Jewish ritusd were ord- 
nances of God, who would not suffier any b^ide the 
priests to serve at his altar, nw ev€a the priests tot 
disturb the order which he hiKi appointed ; a^ it 
cannot be supposed, that the religion ^ Cbril^t, whi^ 
was t^ perfection and accomplishment of that of 
Moses, and of which the establishtnent was designed 
horn the beginning, and gradually introduced by a 
long succession of types and prophecies, should be 
deprived of advantages, which the Jew possesisied, espe-^ 
cially as the eternal priesthood of Christ was repre-* 
sented and typified in the priesthood of Aaron, and 
as the divine ordination of Aaron was not a singular 
&ot adapted to a particular institution, but founded 
on the universal principle, that no man can take this 
boaour unto himself. 

Under these direct and positive regulations of the 
Jewish and patriarchid priesthoods, it may be asked, 
whether therc^is any thing in the nature or constitu- 
tion of the Christian Church to justify the supposi- 
tion, that the forms and orders of its ministry are left 
lo the arbitrary discretion of men. The supposition 
does not require an elaborate refutation. The Chris- 
tian Church is not formed on a republican scale : it is 
not a tumultuary association, in which every man may 
choose his own station, and act his own part. It is a 
society, depending upon one universal Lord, possessed 
of certain privileges, administered by certain oi&cers, 
f^ularly commissioned and acting under responsibi- 
lity^ and so combined and consolidated, that its very 
smallest divisions hold dependence on the common 
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hetA, and maintain mutual connection with each other, 
without any dissolution of the social bond, without 
any disturbance of the original constitution, and of 
the order respectively assigned to every man. In this 
manner it is represented as a kingdom, in which the 
Sovereign rules with unlimited sway, and by his mi- 
nisters provides for the execution of his laws, and dis- 
penses his favours to subjects, who receive the one 
with gratitude, and obey the other with simplicity \ It 
is a famly, of which the Lord by his Stewards distii- 
butes to every man his proper gift, and assigns to all 
their proper office*. It is ikie, flock of the chief 
Shepherd, folded under various pastors ^. It is a 
buildings of which the several stones are not thrown 
together at random, nor left to arrange themselves, 
but are disposed by the great Architect, resting on a 
foundation, and held together by the chief corner*- 
stone \ It is a body, of which every separate mem^ 
ber is formed in perfect s}nnmetry, and ordained to a 
proper use ^. In these figurative descriptions of the 
Church, all idea of its human constitution is excluded, 
and the ordaining and ruling power is reserved excli>- 
sivdy to God. The scriptural designations of the 
Christian Ministry imply the same doctrine. They 
are Ambassadors, sent by the Prince of peace, not 
elected by the subjects, whom he hath reconciled \ 
They are Stewards, not chosen by the servants whom 

• Matt. xvi. 19. xxviii. 18, 19. Col. i. 13. 1 Thess. ii. 12. 
* Matt. X. 25. Lake xii. 42. 1 Cor. iv. 1. Ephes. Ii. 19. iii. 15. 
1 Tim. iii. 15. Heb. iii. 6. . « Luke xii. 42. John x. 1—16. 
xxi. 15, 16, 17. Acts xx. 28. Heb. xiii. 20. 1 Pet. ii. 25. v. 2, 4. 
^ 1 Cor. iii. 9. Eph. ii. 20, 21^ 22. 1 Peter ii. 5. ^ Rom. xii. 
4, 5. 1 Cor. xii. 12—27. Epb.iv. 4/12, 16, 25. v. 30. Col. 1. 18. 
» 2 Cor. V. 20. Eph. vi. 20. 
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.they are to rule^ but having authority from the Lord 
and Master y. They are Shepherds^ not appointed by 
the sheep, but instructed by tlie great Shepherd of 
our souls. They are Ministers of the New Testa- 
ment, executing the will of the Testator, and admi- 
nistering the legacy of peace, which he hath left to 
his people *. Tliey are Soldiers^ acting under the 
Captain of our Salvation, and not commissioned by the 
disotderly, whom it is their office to restrain *. They 
are Workmen in the husbandry of God^ appointed by 
the Lord of the harvest, rightly to divide the word of 
God, to cut straight the furrow, and sow it with the 
seed of Truth \ 

If in the language of Scripture there be any ana- 
logy, these designations of the Ministers of the Gospel 
denote that their power is neither assumed by them- 
selves, who are represented as passively receiving it, 
nor conferred by the multitude, who are not described 
as being in a situation to convey it. Frequent and dis- 
tinct mention is made of certain officers, deputed to 
execute certain offices, into which they are not allowed 
to intrude at their own discretion, and which they 
cannot discharge with validity and effect, without a re- 
gular and authoritative commission. Th^ authority, 
which has prescribed the order of civil and domestic 
society, which probably regulated the heathen and pa- 
triarchal, and which certainly instituted the Levitical 
Priesthood, is divine. The same authority is required 

y 1 Cor. iv. 1 . Titus i. 7. * 1 Qot. iii. 5. iv. i. 2 Cor. iii. 6. vi. 4. 
xi. 23. John xiv. 27. ' 2 Tim. ii. 3. Heb. ii. 10. I These, v. 14. 
2 Thess. iii. 6, 1% ^ Matt. x. 10. Luke x. 2> ?• 1 Cor. iii. 9. 
ix. U. STim.ii. 15. 
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in the circumstances in which the Christian Church 
is placed in the world, and is implied in the terms 
under which the sacred writers speak of Ecclesias-^ 
tical persons ; terms, which are either unmeaning or 
ambiguous, and perpetually liable to be misunder- 
stood, unless they lead to the conclusion, that the 
constitution of the Christian Church, and the origi- 
nation of the Christian Ministry, are the work and 
ordinance not of man, but of God. 

To these presumptive proofs may be finally added 
the master principle of Christian politics, that power 
is of God, that the powers that be are ordained of 
God% that they ori^nate in the wisdom of his insti*- 
tution, and are supported by the power of his provi*^ 
dence ; and it is reasonable to assume, that He who . 
is the Author of civil, is also the Author of ecclesias*^ 
tical power ; and that he hath not taken more interest 
in those things which affect the persons and proper- 
ties of men, than in those which concern their spi- 
ritual welfere, and the edification of their souls. 
There cannot be more than three methods of deriv- 
ing power to man ; either immediately from God, as 
in the nomination of Saul to the throne^, and Aaron 
to the priesthood *; mediately from God by virtue of 
succession from a divine original, as Solomon inhe- 
rited the sceptre of David ^, and the Levites the office 
of Aaron ^ ; or entirely from the suggestion of man, 
as in the usurpation of Jeroboam ^, and the inconsi- 
derate zeal of Uzzah\ Power of Xkte first description 

< Rom. xiii. % ^ I. Sam. x. 1. « Exod. xxviii. 1. 

Heb. V. 4. ^1 Kings i. 35. « Namb. xx. «5— 28. 

^ 1 Kings xii. ^0. ' 1 Chron. xlii. 9. 
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is allowed by all Christians to Christ, the High Priest 
of the Christian temple : to the Christian ministry of 
succeeding ages is assigned^ that of the second by 
those who admit, and that of the third by those who 
deny, an Apostolic platform of the Christian Church. . 
If however the existence of a scriptural model be ad-* 
mitted, and the constitution of the Church be inter-^ 
preted in connection with the profession of our fsath^ 
a divine origin and foundation must be maintained, 
whether they be derived from the will of the Father, 
from the express appointment of the Son, who is our 
great God and Saviour^, God over all blessed for 
ever'; or from the extraordinary inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, who with the Father and with the Son ii 
equally glorified, and whom the Apostle expressly de^ 
nominates Lord and God ^. The form of ecclesiastical 
government delivered in the Scriptures will be exhi<^ 
bited in the following pages; in which it will be shewn; 
that in the original order of the Church, both before 
and after our Lord^s ascension^ in appointments im-*- 
mediately divine, and not recommended by any forms 
of human ordination, and in those, which derive thtif 
authority from men invested with power to convey it, 
there is a^ warrant for asserting, that the origin of the 
Christian Ministry, and its distribution into three 
distinct orders, are divine, and that its regular suc^ 
cession is appointed and allowed by Go^ and was 
primarily superintended by men acting under extra-^ 
ordinary and immediate inspiration. 

^ Titus ii. 13. ^ Peter i. I. * Rom. ix. S. 

» 1 Cor. xii. 5, 6. 
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SECTION II. 

ORIGIV AND SUCCESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRY. 

If the truth had never been perplexed by contro* 
versy ; if the order of the Church had never been 
corrupted by innovation ; if the minds of men were 
still under the exclusive influence of the plain sense 
of the Scriptures, and the recorded practice of the 
Apostles ; it would be sufficient for the confirmation 
of the faithful, and the information of the inquisitive, 
to assert, in words of inspired authority, that the 
Apostles were ministers of God ° ; that God appointed 
Apostles, Prophets, and other orders of the Christian 
Ministry^ ; and that their authority was given by the 
Lord for the edification and not for the destruction 
of the people P. Under existing circumstances it ia 
necessary to enlarge the inquiry, and to enter into a 
specific detail of the principles and the practices of 
inspired men ; of those who best knew the Spirit of 
the Lord, and with whose example it is not less our 
wisdom, than our duty, to comply. The persons^ 
whose immediate appointments are recorded in the 
Scriptures, are, besides the Christ of God, the twelve 
Apostles ; the seventy Disciples ; Matthias ; and the 
Apostle of the Gentiles. The immediate successors, 
whom they ordained, were the seven Deacons; Ti« 
mothy, and Titus ; the elders whom they were au-. 
thorized to ordain, and other persons, to whom the 
Apostles refer, as invested with ministerial authority. 

"^ 2 Cor. vj. 4. *> 1 Cor. xii. 28. p 2 Cor. x. 8. xiii. 10. 
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The eternal designation of Christ to the priesthood 
is registered in the Scriptures, and adduced as an ex- 
ample of the principle, that no man is privileged to 
assume the office to himself without a divine appoint- 
ment. " No man taketh this honour to himself, but he 
that is called of God, as was Aaron r so Christ also 
glorified not himself to be made an high-priest, but 
He that said unto him. Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee : as also in another place. Thou 
art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedek ^.^ 
This eternal designation of Christ was in due time 
expressed and ratified, when, as he was coming out of 
the water, after his baptism, the heavens were opened, 
and the Spirit visibly descended upon him, and, lo ! a 
voice from heaveti, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased ^ ! Immediately after this 
consecration, which supplied the place of the material 
unction, which prevailed in the early periods of the 
Jewish polity, and of the prophetic annunciation, which 
usually recommended a new appointment, or an irre- 
gular succession to an office of authority, Jesus ais- 
sumed the ministerial character by calling unto him 
disciples, and preaching the glad tidings of the king- 
dom of heaven'. If then he, who from the eternal 
ages was designated to the priesthood ; he, in whom 
dwelt all the fulness of the Divinity in a bodily form ^; 
he, who knew the will of the Father, to whom the 
Spirit was given without measure ^, and whose inter- 
nal qualifications were unexceptionable, yet deferred 

<i Heb. V. 4, tt, 6. Psalm ii. 7. ex. 4. ' Matt. iii. 10, 17. 

Mark i. 10, 11. Luke iii. 21, 22. • Matt. iv. 17, 18, 21. 
Msrk i. 14^ 16, 19, Luke iv. 15, 16. ' CoL ii. 9. » John iii* 24. 
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the execution of his office till he was invested with it 
in an outward and visible manner, in a manner, which 
unquestionably declared the assent of the Father, and 
was evident to the senses of his disciples, let not man 
presume to seize the honour to himself to invade the 
office of the priesthood, to serve at the altar, to which 
God hath not invited him, or to offer incense, which 
God hath not sanctified. The call, which is from 
God, udll be attested in a visible manner, as was that 
of Christ ; or it will be conveyed mediately through 
the hands of men, as was that of Aaron, who is said 
to have been called'by God, though the divine appoint- 
ment was originally delivered to Moses, and by him 
announced to Aaron. By virtue of this call, imme- 
diately delivered to Moses, and mediately conveyed to 
Adron, he and all his posterity in succession after him 
were invested with the Levitical priesthood, which is 
confessedly a divine institution ; and their anointing 
by Moses rendered them an everlasting priesthoodt 
nor was there any necessity of renewing the rite of 
their original consecration^. A certain interval elapsed 
between the separation of Aaron and his sons to the 
priesthood, and their sanctification with the holy oil, 
and their investment with the holy garments *. In this 
interval various ceremonial rites are prescribed ; but 
no mention occurs of Aaron's ministrations, before 
his solemn investiture by Moses, when he immediately 
offered a burnt-offering with the assistance of hid 
sons% and solemnly pronounced his official blessing 
on the people ^. The order of events is important, 

y Exodus xxviii. « Iicvit. viii. 7, 10. 

• Levit. viii. 14^22. ix. 1—21. »» Levit. U. 22. . 
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and shews the caution and reserve of Aaron5 in eil^ 
tering on his ministry ; a caiution and resen'e, which 
Christ himself did not disdain, who, though he was 
designated from eternity, waited for an external and 
visible ordination, which was conferred by the descent 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The call of his disciples Was among the first acts of 
'the public ministry of Christ ; and the assumed rights 
of popular election could not have been in any man- 
ner more effectually discountenanced, than by invest- 
ing certain persons with an official character,, before 
any Church was collected to make or to confirm the 
choice, and by delivering to the eleven their final com- 
mission when they were alone with Jesus, and sepa* 
rated from the other disciples. The circumstances 
under which Andrew and Petef', James and John**, 
Matthew % Philip and NathanaeH, (which seems but 
Another name for Bartholomew,) were called, are par- 
ticularly detailed. More than twelve disciples must^ 
however, have attached themselves to the service of 
Christy when he appointed them to their office ; for 
he called unto him his disciples, and oat of them he 
chose twelve, whom also he named Apostles*^. He 
calleth imto him whom he would, and they came unto 
him, and he ordained twelve, that they should be with 
him, and that he might send them forth to preach 
and to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils^. These 
twelve disciples, before their ministerial commission, 
appear t6 have been treated by our Lord with the 

« Matt. iy. 18. Mark i. 16. Luke v. 10. ^ Matt. iv. 21. 

Mark i. 20. « Matt. ix. 9. Mark ii. 14. Luke v. 27. ^ John 
143. 9 Luke vi. 13. ^ Mark iii. 13, 14, 15. 
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greatest familiarity and affection. They were his 
con^ipanions on all occasions ; and though lie knew 
what was in man, and needed not that any man should 
testify unto him, or that any circumstances should 
indicate their private character and disposition, he 
had by these means experience and opportunity of 
ascertaining their temper, their ability, and their fit* 
ness for the ministry. The circumstances, under 
which they were called, were marked with singular 
preparation and solemnity, becoming the considera* 
tion of the important office which he was about to 
<!onfer upon them. He went out into a mountain to 
pray, and <;ontinued all night in prayer to God' ; and 
"while bis mind was impressed with this holy converse 
with his heavenly Father, and divested of every hu- 
man consideration, he appointed them to undertake 
their work ; and having delivered to them their com- 
mission privately in the mountain, he came down 
with them into the plain, and there presented his 
chosen ministers, where the company of his disciples 
and a great multitude of people were assembled^. 
This private conference of our Saviour with his Apo- 
stles bears a strong resemblance to the manner of 
•God-s delivering the plan ^ for the service of the ta- 
bernacle to Moses in the mount : and although it is 
not a necessary inference, that the Apostles received 
from Chriist the same explicit instruction concerning 
the Evangelical Church and ministry as Moses re- 
ceived concerning the service of the tabernacle, the 
analogy merits consideration, and renders such a 
conclusion highly probable, ^' and ought in our judg- 
ment to more than balance against any supposed 

« Luke vi, 13. » Luke vi. 17. • Exod.xxv.40.Hs,b,Nv3L.^. 
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want of information on this subject in the Apostolic 
writings.** By virtue of their first commission the twelve 
were to preach the Gospel ; they were to visit every city^ 
with exception only of Gentiles and Samaritans ; they 
were to inquire in the towns for such persons as were 
worthy to receive them, and with them they were to 
remain and to confer their blessing upon their houses 
and families : they were to make no provision of their 
own, but to eat freely of such things as were set before 
them. A curse was pronounced upon those who 
despised them, and a blessing upon those who received 
them : it was foretold that they should be brought 
before kings and princes, a prediction, which implies 
the extent and duration of their commission ; and they 
were assured, that, without premeditation^ they should 
be spiritually instructed to defend themselves, and in 
time of persecution they were authorized to flee from ' 
city to city, for they were not to finish their circuit 
through the cities of Israel till the Son of man should 
come". With reference to this continuance of their 
labours, their commission on a future occasion was 
enlarged, and it was promised to them, that in the 
regeneration, on the establishment of the kingdom of 
the Messiah, they should sit on twelve thrones judg^ 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel". That this promise was 
of a temporal nature appears from the corresponding 
passage of St. Luke, who speaks distinctly of this life% 
and from the sense, in which the disciples themselves 
evidently understood it, and which inflamed the am- 
bition of the sons of Zebedee p, to solicit the principsj 

« Matt. X. 5—49. Mark vi. 8—12. Luke ix. 1—5. « Matt. 
xix. 28. • Luke xyiii. 29. p Matt. xx. 20. Mark x. 39. 

Lak^ xxli. 23. 
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seats and distinctions of the approaching kingdom ; 
nor is this interpretation inconsistent with our Lord's 
subsequent recommendation of mutual subjection to 
his. disciples^ or with his forbidding them to aspire to 
the lordship and authority of the Gentile princes, by 
which he meant to prevent any contention among 
themselves for superiority one above another, to re- 
strain their secular ambition, and to correct their false 
notions of the nature of his kingdom, and not to de« 
prive them of that authority, which he at the time pos- 
sessed ovei them by the appointment of the FaUier, 
which he afterwards formally conveyed to them, the 
nature of which he illustrated by a reference to his 
own ministerial service, and by contrasting it with the 
luxury and magnificence of the temporal dominion of 
the Romans. The twelve were elevated to yet higher 
power, when the keys of the kingdom of heaven, which 
had before been committed personally to Peter ^, were 
entrusted generally to the twelve, and they were in- 
vested with the privilege of retaining and absolving 
sins', the peculiar prerogative of God, which he alone 
can communicate, and their commission was extended 
to the comprehension of all nations % of all the world, 
and of every creature *, whom they were to baptize, 
and to convert to the feuth. Finally, before his ascen- 
sion, he sent them as the Father had sent him, breath- 
ing on them, and saying unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost ^ ; a symbol, which was fulfilled, when, on 
the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit fell on them, in 
the form of cloven tongues as of fire, and sat upon 

*» Matt. XVI. 19. ' Matt, xviii. 18. John xx. 23. • MaU, 
wviii. 19. ^ Mark xvi. 15. » John xx. 9,% 
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each of them^ and they began to speak with other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance ^. In all 
these several gradations of election, as private friends, 
as public ministers, as judges haidng power of for- 
giving and retaining sins, the twelve assumed no* 
thing to themselves ; they intruded not into the sa- 
cred office without invitation ; they waited till they 
were called ; they executed the office which they re- 
ceived. As the Father sent the Son, so the Son sent 
the twelve ; and as the authority of die Son wai? re- 
commended, that of the twelve was confirmed by the 
irisible descent of the Holy Spirit* *^ He sent out his 
Apostles, even as the Father sent out him ^ ; with a 
fill! commission to act in his stead, as he did in that 
of God. And accordingly we may observe, that as the 
Father gecye judgment to the Son % so in effect the Son 
gives judgment to the Apostles ^; that as the Father 
gave the Son power to fdrgive sins upon earth ^, so the 
Son gives power to the Apostles to forgive sins Uke* 
wise ^ ; that « the Father gave the Son the honour to 
(sit down vrith him on his throne, so the Son gave the 
Apostles the privilege to sit with him on thrones^; 
and that as the Father gave the Son to be the founda- 
tion or corner stone of the Church % so the Son gave 
the Apostles to be foundations upon a foundation ; for 
so the Church is said to be built upon the foundation 
of the Apostles, Jesus Christ being the chief comer 
fitone'.*" 

The call of the Seventy is reported but by one 

» Acts ii. 3, 4. y John .XX. 21. » John v. 2^. • Matt, 
xix. 28. Luke xxii. 30. ^ Matt. ix. S. <^ John xx. 23. 
^ MaU. xix. 28. Luke xxii. 30. « Matt. xxL 42. ' Eph. ii. 20. 
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£vangeU8t, and the history of their receiving their 
commission, and of their manner of executing it, i^ 
briefly related in the Sacred Volume. It appears t6 
have been made. by our Lord himsdf, without any 
communication with the twelve, in consideration of 
the exigencies of the time, when he saw that the pro- 
mise of the harvest was great, and that the labourers 
were few^. After having stated the difficulties of the 
service to one who was desirous of undertaldng it, 
and remonstrated with two others, who hesitated to 
accept his invitation^, the Lord appointed other 
Seventy also, and sent them two and two before his 
face into every city and place, whither he himself was 
about to comeS Their commission and power 
nearly corresponded with those previously delivered 
to the twelve. * Their labour was worthy of hire, 
and they were to live at the expence of those, who 
received them, with whom they were to remain, and 
on whom they were to confer their peace. They 
were empowered to heal the sick ; and having con«- 
ciliated the favour of their hearers by this mark of 
divine authority, they were to preach the Gospel of 
the kingdom. They were to shake the dust from 
off their feet as a testimony against those who de- 
spised them ; and their authority was recommended 
under the solemn assurance, ^^ He that heareth you, 
faeareth me ; and he that despiseth you, despiseth 
me ; and he that despiseth me, despiseth him that 
sent me^."* In the execution of their commission the 
devils were obedient unto them^ ; and when they 
made their report to the Lord, he congratulated them 

8 Luke X. 1, 2. *> Luke ix. 67, 59, 61, » Luke x. L 

^ Luke X. 2—16. > Ver. 1?. 
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on the effect of their ministry^ under the highly figu* 
rative expression, that he had seen Satan, as light- 
ning, fall from heaven"^, and admonished them to re- 
joice, not that the devils were obedient unto them^ 
but that their names^were written in heaven*. There 
is no distinct record of the name of any of the Seventy, 
nor are they referred to under that designation in any 
succeeding part of the sacred history. It may indeed 
be conjectured, from the earnest interest which they 
took in the late events, from their communication on 
the subject as they walked and were sad, and from 
our Lord's severe reproof of their want of intelligence 
in the prophecies, that Cleopas and his companion on 
the road to Emmaus ^were of this number. Conjecture 
might perhaps supply other names ; it is more than 
conjecture, which includes Barsabas and Matthias. 
Whether their ministrations were of a temporary, a 
local, and an occasional nature only, or whether they 
were renewed and perpetuated under any other title, and 
what rank they occujMed in the orders of the Chris- 
tian Church, are questions which must be reserved 
for separate discussion: the fact, that the Seventy 
received their commission immediately from the 
Lord, without any human intervention, is sufficient 
for the present purpose of shewing, that the origin 
of the Christian ministry is not of man, but of God. 

The principal {act recorded in the interval between 
the ascension of the Lord and the effusion of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, is the elevatioh 
of Matthias to the Apostleship^ in the room of the 

* Luke X. 18. « Ver. 20. f Luke xxiv. 13..^5. « Acts i. 2G. 
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traiibr Judas ; an event, from which some have in« 
fef red the right of popular interference in the election 
of ministers. He must be a superficial reader who 
draws this conclusion, which an accurate consideni'* 
tion of the history directly invalidates. The election 
was made under peculiar circumstances^ which can 
never recur ; before the platform of the Church was 
decisively established; before the Apostles had re- 
ceived power from on high ; and when their number 
was confessedly incomplete. If the number of namesji 
which were together about an hundred and twentyi 
had been designed to comprehend the whole Church 
of that period, and the women, who followed Christ 
from Galilee, (and for whose exclusion on this occa^ 
sion there is no satisfactory reason,) are included in 
the number, the eleven Apostles and the seventy Dis^ 
dples, who would not separate before Pentecost, will 
form a very consideraUe part of the congregation. 
But in the interval between the resurrection and 
ascension of our Lord the Church was so numerous^ 
that above five hundred brethren^ could be collected 
at one time and place to see him $ and the circum* 
stances of his appearance to his disciples were not 
such as to afford an opportunity of assembling them 
for a particular purpose, nor would they at this crisis 
be forward in declaring themselves, nor is it probable 
that any of them would return to his home, before 
the feast, which he came to celebrate at Jerusalem. 
St. Peter, however, standing up in the midst of the 
hundred and twenty disciples, that is, of less than a 
fourth part of the brethren, addressed himself only to 

** 1 Cor. XV. 5. 



30 

the men and brethren, an exclusive salutation of th^ 
Apostolic College, as some have supposed, but which 
appears to be an indiscriminate manner of addressing 
an audience whether of ministerial persons specifically^ 
of disciples generally, or even of Jews and Heathens. 
Its precise application must be determined from other 
relative expressions in the Apostle's discourse. Now 
the repeated use of the pronoun US^, in speaking of 
Judas, who was numbered with us ; of the men, who 
have companied with its ; of the Lord Jesus going in 
and out among us, and of his being taken from us * 
and of the new candidate's being a witness vrith us 
of his resurrection ; seems to imply in the speaker a 
peculiar connection and identity of office with the per- 
sons, whom he was addressing ; and indeed the allu^ 
sion to the ascension exclusively confines his meaning 
to the Apostles. It is also worthy of remark, that in 
the address of the Apostles to the multitude of ithe 
disciples on the day of Pentecost, this particularity 
of persons is actually observed ; Look YE out seven 
men, whom WE may appoint over this business^: 
Again, the Apostle speaks of Judas, as having ob^ 
tained part of this ministry, of this ministry, with 
which you and I are entrusted, and which in the sub^ 
joined prayer is described as the ministry and apostle- 
ship, or ministry of the apostleship^ He speaks like- 
wise in a demonstrative manner of certain persons, 
who were present"^, and out of whom the election 
was to be made, as distinguished from those whomi 
he was addressing, and who were to make the election, 
and whom he supposes to be acquainted witli the 

^ Acts 2. 17, 91, 22. ^ Acts vi. 3. » Acts i. IT, 21. * Ver. «1. 
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circumstances' which rendered it necessary to supply 
liie place of Judas from among those who had been 
their constant companions from the bc^nning^ Ta 
be a witness of the resurrection is an expression fre- 
quently appropriated in the Scriptures to the Apostles^ 
and to them alone; and to be made a witness of the 
resurrection ^th us is to be raised to the Apostolate 
with us. It may also be supposed^ that the electors 
were possessed of equal authority mth St. Peter, and 
placed the same reliance on their own judgment as 
on his recommendation ; he midntidned the necessity 
of substituting, one for Judas, they nominated two 
candidates, and left the ultimate choice to the Searcher 
of Hearts ; while in the election of the Deacons, seven 
men were required by the Apostles, and seven men 
were accordingly elected. Hence it may be concluded^ 
that the persons whom St. Peter addressed, aiid 
who were to elect the candidates, were the ApostLet 
themselves. The choice of the electors was however 
limited; they were not to elect any new and ineso^ 
perienced convert, but one of those who had com- 
panied with them all the time that the Lord Jesus 
had gone in and out among them, a description hi^y. 
appropriate to the Seventy ; and if the application to 
them be admitted, and if it be maintained, in oppo-i 
sition to the preceding argument, that St. Peter's dis^ 
course was addressed to them in connection with the 
Apostles, the natural conclusion will be, that this 
Seventy nominated, and the Apostles approved, and 
Barsabas and Matthias must both be included in die 
number of the Seventy ; an argument, to which on a 

• Acts I. S^. 
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future occasion it will be necessary to revert. Bat 
whatever was the capacity of the electors, whether 
Apostles or the Seventy^ or both acting in concert^ 
they appointed two ; they did not presume to supply 
the vacancy by the nomination of an individual sue* 
cessor ; they did not before the effusion of the Spirit 
esteem themselves competent to judge of the respec^ 
tive merits of the candidates, whom they proposed ) 
they commended their case in earnest prayer to God, 
and left the matter to his arbitration and decision i 
and with this diffidence in their own judgment, and 
this reference of the whole affair to the divine pleasure^ 
it is most inconsistent to suppose, that they would 
appeal to the opinion of an indiscriminate multitude. 
The election was concluded by lots, and the lot feU 
upon Matthias^ and in devout acquiescence in the 
divine preference, without any imposition of hands, 
which on other occasions was the form of ministerial 
ordination, he was numbered with the eleven Apostles. 
The inferences from this, history must be drawn with 
care and deliberation ; the circumstances of the 
Church were peculiar : St. Peter's discourse was not 
addressed" indiscriminately to. the people ; the powers 
of the electors were Umited, a^d they were exercised 
in dependence on the divine will ; the persons elected 
were persons of experience in the service of the Lord ; 
the choice was decided by God, who may have ruled 
the votes of the electors not less than the fall of the 
lots. Matthias therefore became an Apostle by the 
will not of man, but of God ; he was translated from 
^n inferior condition, which was therefore distinct 
from the superior one to which he was admitted ; he 
was numbered with the eleven by virtue of the divine 
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preference ; and every trace of popular election and 
of ministerial ordination is excluded. 

m 

Among other objections of the adversaries of St. 
Paul, it was maintained, that his commission was of 
inferior authority to that of the other Apostles, as he 
was called subsequently to the decease of the Lord, 
and had therefore no opportunity of personal com- 
munication with him. Such insinuations he repelled 
with the strongest indignation, and was jealous of the 
authenticity of his doctrine, which he received by im- 
mediatje revelation, and of the validity of his commis- 
sion, for he was an Apostle of Jesus Christ, not of 
men, neither by men **, but by the will or by the com- 
mandment p of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus 
Christ our hope ; and he was made a minister of the 
Gospel, according to the gift of the grace of God 
given unto him *>. Strenuously maintaining the ho- 
nour of his divine Apostleship, he introduces him- 
self under the authority of it in most of his Epistles ", 
and is ready on all occasions to compare himself with 
the other Apostles *, even with those, who were most 
highly distinguished by the favour of the LoVd. There 
is no man so unacquainted with sacred history, as to 
be ignorant of the circumstances of his conversion*, 
which was simultaneous with his divine appointment, 
when in the midst of a light from heaven above the 
brightness of the sun, and with an audible voice from 
heaven, Jesus, whom he was persecuting, manifested 

^Gai, i. 1. P land2Cor.i. 1. Ephes.i. 1. Col. i. L I and 2 
Tim.i.l. q£ph.iii.7. 'Rom.i.l. 1 andSCor.i. 1. Gal. i. 1. 
i^h. i. 1. Col.i.l. land^Tim.i. 1. Titusi.l. • 1 Cor.ix. 1. 
XY. 10. % Cor. xi. 5, 23. xii. 11. ^ Acts ix. 3. xxii. 8. xxvL 13. 
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liiuiself to him, saying unto him, I have appearetf 
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister 
and a M{itness both of those things which thou hast 
seen, and of those in which I will appear unto thee ; 
delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
tmto whom I now send thee; to open their eyes, tfnd 
to turn them from darkness to light, and from (An^ 
power of Satan untd God; that they may receive fbr^ 
giveness of sins, and inheritance among them that 
are sanctified, by faith t\M is in me". Convinced and 
converted by the evidence of this mitacutous vision, 
which was followed by a loss of sight for three days^ 
he was led to Damascus, where a man of thte^ nam^ 
of Ananias was prepared by revelation to receive himj 
and was directed to lay his hands upon him, that hk 
inight recover Ms sight, and bef filled with tfee Holy 
Ghost*; Arid immediately on the recovery of his 
sight he was baptized^ ; after t^ example of his ^ 
vine Maiiter, not venturing into the sacred office^ vri^ 
out fulfilling a}l i4ghtedusnesl» % andpartaldhg of that 
baptismal ^egeneratibtl \ which the Lord had «p»- 
pointed folr \kie admission ^ (fiscipleft into bis Church. 
It is not asserted, bikt it is highly probable^ from <^ 
circumstance of his being appointed to receive and 
acknowledge 'the chosen Apostle, ^aml toiastruet him 
eonceming hi^ conduct, and the tuature and end of 
his conversion, thatAnaitias Mms invested with mtnis^ 
^i4al power, and that he was the person by WhoM 
St. Paul w&s ba|)ti£ed:' ttis also probable, ^t sonfie 
settled minister resided at Damascus, and presided 

«* Acts xnvi. 16, 17, 18. * Acts ix. 17- xxii, K). v Acts 
i^. 18. jKxii. 10. > Matt. iii. 1&. » John ill 5. 
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mer a numerous congregation, as the commission 
which Saul received from the chief priests **, to bind 
ALL diat called upon the Lord, would hardily have 
been directed against an inconsiderable or disorderly 
Association. St. P^ul certainly remained some days 
\iath the disciples, and preached Christ in the syna- 
gogues, that he is the Son of God, and confounded 
liie Jews that dwelt at Damascus, proving that he 
was very Christ ^. In this whole transaction, there is 
no trace of any human election or ordination of St. 
Paul ; he was not chosen by the people of Damascus, 
who were amazed at his conversion, and in doubt of 
Its sincerity^ ; he was not ordained by the ministers 
of Damascus, of whom no mention is made ; nor by 
Ananias^ to whom he was commended as a messenger 
to the Gentiles*, and who acknowledged his com- 
mission from God, before he recommended him to be 
baptized^; he was not ordained by the Apostles at 
Jerusalem, who hesitated to acknowledge him^ and 
avoided his society^ till Barnabas introduced him, de- 
claring the circumstances of his conversion, and the 
zeal and efficacy of his ministry ^. He derived his 
doctrine and his authority immediately from God; and 
in vindication of his Apostleship, he addresses his 
Galatian adversaries ; When it pleased God to reveal 
his Son in me, that I might preach him among the 
heathen, immediately I conferred not with flesh and 
blood, neither went I up to Jerusalem to them that 
were Apostles before me, but I went into Arabia, and 
returned again to Damascus. Then after three yesirs 

. ^ Acts ix. 2, 14. xxii. 5. xxvi. 12, *^ Acts ix.20, 22. xxvl. 20. 
^ Acts ix. 21. « Acts IX. 15. ' Acts xxii. 14, 13, 10, 

« Acts IX 2ft ,27. 
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I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with 
him fifteen days ; but other of the Apostles saw I none;, 

save James the brother of the Lord ^. 

\ 

These then were the fathers, chosen by God, from 
whom the whole ministerial fkmily derives a tradi- 
tional and hereditary authority; the Son of God, eterr 
nally designated and visibly approved and recomi- 
itiended ; the twelve apostles, tried, ordained, and gra- 
dually exalted ; the seventy disciples, sent by Jesus to 
the places which he was about to visit ; Matthias num- 
bered with the eleven apostles, by virtue of the divine 
preference ; and Paul, exalted to be an Apostle, by 
an audible voice fron> heaven, and by a visible exlii- 
bition of the divine Majesty, The immediate de- 
scendants of these fathers of the ministerial family, 
whose right of succession is registered in the Scrip- 
tures, are the seven Deacons ; Timothy and Titus ; 
the elders whom they were commissioned ,to ordain j 
and other persons, whose office and title are men- 
tioned with less explicitness and precision. 

■ 

The office of the seven Deacons was instituted by 
the Apostles, when their number was completed by 
the accession of Matthias, and when they had received 
power to administer the affairs, of the Church, by the 
visible descent of the Holy Spirit *. The occasion of 
their appointment was the coinplaint of the Grecians, 
or Gentile converts, that their widows were neglected 
in the daily miiiistration of the bounty of the 
Church ; and the design of it was, that they might 
superintend the distribution of alms, and relieve the 

»» Galat. i. 15—19. ^ Acts i. 26. ii. 4. 
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Apostles from an office, of which the Irksomeness in- 
creased with the daily increase of the Church, and 
that the Apostles might have leisure to devote them- 
selves exclusively and without interruption to the 
ministry of the word and to prayer. " In those days, 
when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there 
was a murmuring of the Grecians against the He- 
brews, because their widows were neglected in. the 
daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multi- 
tude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not 
reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve 
tables : wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and 
of msdom, whom we may appoint over this business : 
but we m\\ give ourselves continually to prayer, and 
to the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased 
the whole multitude : and they ehose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, 
and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch ; whom they set 
before the Apostles ; and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands upon them**.** The multitude of the dis- 
ciples is an ambiguous expression, designating either 
the pebple generally, or those especially who had been 
Jireviously authorized to preach the Gospel. To the 
former interpretation may be objected, the difficulty 
of collecting the multitude, enlarged by an accession 
of threfe thousand persons on the day of Pentecost*, 
of whotn many, after celebrating the festival, would 
disperse, and return to their own homes in diffi^rent 
parts of the world, to whom the Lord daily added tlie 
redeemed*", when the word was preached to the peo- 

^ Acts vi. 1—6. * Acts ii. 41. » Acts ii. 47. 
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pie with such effect, that many who heard it believe<!, 
and the number of men at one time was aboxit 
five thousand ° ; and upon the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira, believers were the more added unto the 
Lord, multitudes' both of men and women **; the irti- 
possibility of assembling so many persons in one 
place, when the disciples usually miet in a private 
house, immediately after the Jewish governor had for- 
bidden the Apostles to speak in the nanie of Jesus p, 
and on an affair of such notoriety, and of such im- 
portance, as would naturally excite the jeialousy of the 
chief priest, and dispose him to use his utmost vigi- 
lance to prevent it; the improbability of the immediate 
agreement of so many men on the merits of seven in- 
dividuals, and the little necessity of collecting so many 
votes on so simple an occasion. To the latter inter* 
pretation, it may be objected, that while our Lord 
confined his personal ministry, and, by necessary con- 
sequence, that of the seventy disciples, to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel, and forbade his Apostles 
to go into the way of the Gentiles % he should adopt 
into his immediate service a proselyte of Antioch, or 
any such persons as should be' naturally qualified, to 
take an affectionate interest in the case of the Gredan 
widows ; that the Apostles should require new testi- 
mony in favour of those, whom thtt Lord himself had 
previously chosen to be his ministers ; and that men, 
who were alraady invested with ininisterial power, 
should choose out of themselves certain persons, to 
exercise a new and inferior office. It will not however 
violate the sense of the original, if the words be trans- 
latedi Look ye out men bearing a good character 

« Act§ IV. 4. « Acts V. 14, P ActSY. 40, ^ Matt, x. 5. 
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limong you ; men whose virtue is tried and known 
among you^: nor is it necessary to confine their 
choice to the persons then actually present, and ad- 
dressed by the Apostle, without extending it to others^ 
whom they could recommend, from an intimate know* 
ledge of their ability and integrity ; or to suppose, 
that the persons addressed were to make the election 
from among themselves exclusively, and that they 
were to recommend not only approved men, but men 
among themselves most highly approved. The elec- 
tion is indeed conceded to the people by ecclesiastical 
writjBrs, notwithstanding the unequivocal testimony of 
EpiphiiOius, thitt the election was made out of the 
seveiijy. The Deacons of a later period were to be tried, 
and not .admitted to the office except they were found 
blameless ' ; and if the trial of this blamelessness y^z& 
reserved to the discretion of the person admitting 
them to the office, who, as in the case of ordination, 
would prdbably concur with those immediately under 
him, the form of the succession may illustrate the 
form of the original institution of the Diaconate, and 
the seventy may be received as the electors of those 
whom the Apostles apprpved. But whatever was the 
quality of the electors on this occasion, theSr privi- 
lege did not extend beyond giving a testimony to 
character^ and nominating and recommending per- 
sons, of whose qualifications for the Deaconship they 
had aidequate information : and their choice was li- 
mited to ipen of a 4;;ertain description, to men full of 
the Holy Ghost and of wisdom ^ ; and it does not ap- 
pear that the extraor(Knary gifts, such as Stephen ^ 

' Acts vi. 3. • 1 Tim. ii. 10. » Acts vi. 3- 

« Acts vi. 8, lO. 

d4 



40 

and Philip * possessed, had yet been conferred on any, 
besides those who were present witlj one accord on 
the day of Pentecost ^, and who were the same with 
the hundred and twenty, who were assembled at the 
election of Matthias*. The conclusion therefore, 
which is liable to the least exception, is, that the Apo- 
stles proposed the election, and stated the qualifications 
of the candidates ; that the seventy, or some of the 
seventy disciples, were the persons addressed, who 
made the election ; and that the election was made 
out of the hundred and twenty, who were full of the 
Holy Ghost, and had partaken of the efiusion on the 
day of Pentecost : and they set them before the Apo- 
stles, and wheu they liad prayed, they laid their hands 
upon thein *. The power of ordination by the laying 
on of hands, a rite borrowed from the Jewish ritual, and 
denoting the entire dedication of the creature to the 
service of God, was on this occasion first exercised by 
the Apostles, whose commission had been ratified by 
the descent of the Spirit, and who having received 
power. from on high, now acted with supreme autho^ 
rity in the Church, and not as disciples, or elders in a 
subordinate capacity, under the inspection and con- 
trol of the Lord. From this view of the institution 
of the Deaconship, it may be conqluded that it is an 
ordinance of the Apostles, made aftpr the ascension 
of the Lord and the effusion of the Holy Spirit, when 
the number of the Apostles was complete, and they 
were authorized in Uieir own persons to administer 
the affairs of the Church ; secondly, that the election 
of the multitude of the disciples was no more than a 
testimony to character, and whether it was given by 

* Acts vul 6j 13. y Acts ii. 1. * Acts i. 15. • Acte ?i. 6. 
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ministers or by people, the practice is still retained ; 
and lastly, that the ordination of the Deacons was 
preceded by prayer, and conferred by the laying on of 
hands, practices which are also retained. 

Timothy was ordained by St. Paul with the same 
ceremonies, though the circumstances of his ordination 
are not matter of historical record, but must be col- 
lected from detached passages in the Acts, and in the 
Epistles of St. Paul. It is worthy of distinct observa- 
tion, that St. Paul in his Epistles to Timothy refers 
to the prophecies, which went before on him**, that 
he by them should war a good warfare ; to the ' gift 
which was given him by prophecy % to the good pro- 
fession, which he had professed before many witnesses^, 
and to the things which he had heard of him ^. Now 
eminent as were the virtues of Timothy, and the ser- 
vices which he rendered personally to St. Paul, and 
generally to the Church of Christ, they hardly appear 
worthy of prophecy, in its general and ordinary ac- 
ceptation ; nor are there any instances of such private 
and personal predictions, except the imprisonment of 
Paul ^ and the martyrdom of Peter ^ ; nor can pro- 
phecy, which is itself a gift, be properly considered 
as the means of conveying any other gift. It remains 
therefore to inquire, whether there is any other pecu- 
liar sense of the word. Prophecy or prophesying (the 
same word is used in the original) frequently denotes 
in the Apostolic writings ^ the preaching of the pro- 

^ 1 Tim. i. 18. <^ 1 Tim. iv. 14. ^ 1 Tun. vi. 19. 

* 3 Tim. ii. 2. ' Acts xxi. 10. 8 John xxi. 18, 19. *» 1 Cor. 
xiv. 6, 22. 1 Thess. v. 20. Compare 1 Cor. xiv. 1, 3, 4, 5, 24, 
31,39. xiu.2, 8. 
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phef» er miniistefs of tlie New Testament^ sucb ds 
Silas and Barnabas'; and it does not appear unrea- 
sonable^ to assign this sense to it in the prophecies 
concern! »g Timothy, that they were public discourses 
on the office,, of private testimonials to his character^ 
delivered either hy the Apostle, or by th^ prophets, 
or piTesbyters, who acted in concert with St. Paul at 
his ordination, and which he himself, when he was 
first attached to the service of St. Paul, received from 
^e brethren at Lystra and Iconiotn^, among whom 
the Presbyters or Propliets, whom Paul and Barnabas 
had previously ordained^, held a principal place, and 
which he himself was at a future period enjoined to 
irequire, that he might do nothing by prejudice or 
partiality, and not be a partaker of other men's sins". 
If this interpretation be admitted, it will throw con- 
siderable light on the election of the Deacons, and 
define the capacity of those, who nominated them to 
the Aposftles : and the order of Timothy's ordination 
wiU be, the public profession of his feitb before many 
witnesses, the recommendation of the prophets, and 
the imposition of the Apostle's hands with those of 
the presbytery. To what degree of the ministry te 
was originally ordained, is not mentioned ; and, witlv- 
out any distinct account of his investiture to a specific 
office, ^^ find him indiscriminately acting under St. 
Pjsiul in the capacity, and denominated by the title of, 
a Deacon"; united with St. Paul and Silvanus or 
Silas, the prophet, in a regular gradation -of order, 
in the two £4)istles to the Thessalonians ^ ; and with 

* Acts 3^v. 3^ 1 Cor. xii. 28. Uphes. iv. 11. ^ Acts xvi. 2. 
\ Acts xiv. 23- « 1 Tim. v. 21, 22. « Acts xix. 22. 
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St. Pbul alone in the second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
and in those to the Colossians, to the Philippians, 
and to Philemon', as possessed of higher authority, or 
more immediately connected with the persons ad- 
dressed ; deputed by him with power to examine the 
state of various Churches^ ; and finally settled with a 
permanent rank at Ephesus'. The nature of Timo- 
thy's appointment at Ephesus mil be more properly 
reserved for the section in which the distinction of 
orders is examined ; and it is only necessary to sub- 
join th^ remark, that as he was himself ordained by a 
person divinely commissioned, he also was admo- 
tHEfhed in the first Epistle addressed to him, to lay 
hands suddenly upon no man' ; and in the second, he 
was directed to comrgit the things, which he had 
heard of the Apostle among many witnesses, to &ith- 
fiil men, who should be able to teach others also*. 
There is therefore one example of the conveyante of 
the ministerial power through four different channels, 
from the Father to the Son, from the Son to St. Paul, 
from St. Paul to Timothy, from Timothy to the 
elders whom he ordained : and in the Angel of the 
Church of Ephesus^ may be found another instance 
of ecclesiastical authority consolidated in an individual 
over a Church, which at a much earlier period com- 
prehended a plurality of elders*. ' 

As the feict is not disputed, it is not necessary to 
prove, that Titus was ordained by St. Paul, an* regu* 

P 2 Cor. i. 1. Col. i. 1. Philip, i. 1. Phiiem. 1. n Acts xix. 22. 
1 Cor. iv. 17. xvi. 20. Philip, ii. 19. 1 Thesfi. iii. % '1 Tim. 
i. 3. « 1 Tim. V. 22. » 2 Tiin. ii. 2. « Rev. iu 1. 

^ Acts XX. 17. 
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larly received live ministerial eomroissidti, though 
the Seriptare» contain no account of tlie tim^, the 
place, or the manner of the ordination, nor of the 
degree of power which was in the first instance con- 
ferred upon him. The expression in the Salutation in 
the Epistle to him, '^ mine own Son after the conrmion 
&ithV »eems to indicate his conversion, if not- his 
ordination by St. Paul ; and though his name does 
not occur in the title of any of the Epistles in con- 
nection with St. Paul's, as does that of Timothy, he 
appears to have been employed on the same services, 
and to have been deputed to the Churches with the 
same .visitatarial authority as Tiraodiy. ^ As became 
the original office of a Deacon,, he was entrusted mth 
the conveyaoK^e of tlve collections raised among the 
Macedonian Churches for the relief of the Sarnts at 
Jerusalem*; and when St. Paul was in Troas, he 
wanted the assistance of Titus his brother, and had 
no rest in his spirit, because he found him not ; and 
under this disappointment took his leave of them, and 
departed into Macedonia^* From his comnrnssion to 
i^sit the Churches of Corinth*^ ; from the satisfaction 
which his report conveyed to St. Paul *^; from the con- 
fidence with which St» Paul had conferred with him 
concerning them'* ; and from the obedience of them 
all, from the fear and trembling with which they re- 
ceived him*^ ; it is reasonable to conclude that at this 
time he held. an exalted situation in the ministry, or 
the refractory and disorderly teachers of Corinth would 
have objected his want of authority; an objection 

y Titus i. 4. » 2 Cor. viii. 6. • 2 Cor. ii. \% 13. >> ^ Cor. 
vui. 16, 17. « 2 Cor. vii. 6, 7, 13. ^ 2 Cor. vii. 14. « 2 Cor. 
vii. 15. 
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which from hb own experience St Paul would have 
anticipated^ and been desirou3 to obmte. In Crete 
he wa3 o^rtably left with absolute and independent 
authority, to set in order the things that were wanting^ 
and to ordain elders in every city^, as St* Paul had 
enjoi^ied him^ he was also authorized to rebuke with 
all. authority ^ and even to reject or excommunicate 
the irreclalnuible.heretic^ The ordination of elders 
pr^Sicribed by St. Paul was no doubt administered in 
the same form, as had been observed in the ordi- 
nation of Tijtus, who was to send others as lie had 
himself, been sent ; and here is accordingly another 
instance of ministerial authority, conveyed through 
four generations, in the persons of the Christ, of St. 
Paul, of Titus^ asd of the elders whom he was left to 
ordain in Coete. 



I . 



The succession of the Christian ministry may be 
yet &rther illustrated, • by collecting the ordinations 
recorded in the Scriptures, without mentioning the 
pfersons, the ecclesiastical personei mentioned without 
distinction of Uieir office, and the offices without re- 
ference to the persons executing them. It is recorded' 
of Paul and Barnabas, that in their visitations of 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, they ordained theifi' 
elders in every church* ; and though the practice is 
not detailed, it must have been common in other 
places. There were the elders of Ephesus, whom the 
Holy Ghost had made Bishops over, the flock ^ ; there 
were at Antioch certain prophets and teachers, as 

f Titus i. 5. « Titus ii, 15. ^ Tituft iii. 10. * Acts 

xiv. i3. ^ Acts XX. ^a 
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Barnabas, Simeon that was called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaien, and Saul^ There were also Judas or 
Barsabas, and Silas, who themselves also were pro- 
phets". There was Erastus, who was sent nith Timo- 
thy into Macedonia, when both acted in the capacity 
of Deacons to St, Paul'*. There were the elders, 
whom St. Peter exhorts to feed the flock which was 
among them, and to take the oversight of it; they, 
who were to speak as the oracles of God ; and the 
Deacons, who were to minister as of the ability which 

. God giveth**. There were the elders, for whom St, 
James directs the sick to send p. Among the Romans 

sWere different degrees of ministry enumerated by St. 
P^uh. There was the brother Sosthenes, who u 
united with St. Paul in addressing the Corinthians ' ; 
among whom were also Apollos% whose preaching 
the disorderly were disposed to prefer ; those who 
prayed or prophesied, as prophets or spiritual person* 
in the congregation^; those who discharged the 
eight offices of ministry, specified by St, Paul' ; the 
household of Stephanas^ who had addicted themselve9 
to the ministry of the saints* ; and Fortunatus and 
Achaicusy, who had refreshed the spirit of St. Paul, 
and supplied the deficiencies of the Corinthians, and 
whom they were required to acknowledge* There 
was also the brother whose praise is in the Gospd, 
and who was deputed witfh the constitutions from 
Corinth'. TTiere were those who taught in tlMi 

^ Acts xiii. 5. "» Acts xv. 32. " Acts xix. 22. " 1 Pet. 
iv. 11. V. 1. P James v. 14. *i Rom. xii. 6, 7, 8. '1 Cor. i. 1. 
? 1 Cor. iii. iv. xvi, 12. ^ 1 Cop. xi. 4. xii. 28. xiv. 29, 37. 

• 1 Cor. xii. «8. « 1 Cor. xri. 15. f Ver. 17, 1»^ » « Cor. 
viii. 18. 
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Churches <tf Calatia, to whom they ^at were tougbt 
were to eomiiMinicate in all good things*. The 
Ephesians were acquainted with a five-fold ministry \ 
and to them was sent Tychicus, a beloved brother 
and faithful minister or deacon in tlie Lord^. Among 
the niiiippiana were Kshops and Deacons ^ ; Epaphro^ 
ditus was their Apostle or messenger^ ; and they were 
intimately acquainted with Clemens and otlier fellow 
labourers, whose names are written in the book of life \ 
AmoDg the Colossians' were Epaphras their faithfnl 
deacon, and Onesiinus a faithful and beloved brother \ 
to tliam was sent together with Tychicus, Marcus the 
nephew of Barnabas, whom they had been enjoined 
to receive ; mention is made of Aristarchus, and of 
Jesus caUed Justus ; Epaphras is described as having 
a great aeai for them, for those in Laodicea, and 
those in Hierapolis ; and they are instructed to re« 
mind Archippus to take heed, and fulfil the ministry^ 
or deaoonship, which he had received in the Lord.' 
In- the Epistles to the Thessalonians ^, the name of 
Silvanus occurs mth that of Paul and Timothy, and 
tbey are enjoined to know them, who labour amongi 
^mn and are over them in the Lord, and to esteem 
Ihem very highly in love for their work's sakeL The 
^brewa are esdioited to remember those who have 
tile rule over them, who spoke unto them the word of 
libe I^ord, and .to obey diem who watch far tlietr 
souls as those that must give an account^ ; exhmta-^ 
tpoos which imply a succession of ministers^ of tliose 

• Galat. vi. 6. ^ Ephcs. iv. 1 1. « Ephes. vL 21 . ^ Philip, 

i: 1. • Philip. «. t5, Sa iv. 18. ' Philip, ir. 3. « Coloss. 

iv. 7, 9, 10, 11, 1% 13, 17. ^1 and « Thesi. i. I. * I Theas. 
VI 12> J 3. ^ Heb. xiit. 7, 13. 
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who now watched, in the room of those who had 
reached the end of their conversation. Finally, in the 
Revejation^, mention is made of an angel of each of 
the Seven Churches of Asia, Ephesus, Smyrna, Per- 
gamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, 
under terms which denote, that they are individuals, 
distinguished from the Churches mentioned in con- 
junction with them. 

This list of ministerial persons might be enlarged 
and rendered yet more impressive, by adding the 
names of those who were probably possessed of au- 
thority in the Church ; but confined exclusively to 
those who are unquestionably designated as such, it 
is sufficient to shew, how extensive a platform was 
laid during the time of the Apostles, and while the 
affairs of the Church were administered under the 
immediate and extraordinary inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. From the opening of the Evangelical History 
by the visible ordination of Jesus, to the conclusion 
of the Sacred Canon with the Revelation of John, 
through the wide circuit of Jerusalem, Syria, Asia 
Minor, Macedonia, Achaia, Rome, and Crete, are 
plain traces of an Apostolical ministry, exercising their 
sacred office, under the inspection, and control of the 
Apostles. Originating in the eternal designation and 
visible appointment of Christ, and flowing through 
the veins of Ms immediate delegates, the Twelve, the 
Seventy, Matthias, and the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
the ministerial commission was conveyed by them 
to their successors, the ministers of the primitive 
Churches. The Scriptund view which has been taken 

» Rev. ii. 1, 8, 12, 22. iii. 1, 7, U. 
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of its origin tnd succession^ is more comprehensive 
and perspicuous/ than might have been imagined by 
a superficial reader, especially when it is compared 
with the evidence of various facts, which all believe, 
as of tlie appearance of the Lord after his resurrection 
to inore than five hundred brethren at once ; of prac- 
tices, which all allow, as of the sanctification of the 
Christian Sabbath ; and of opinions, on which all are 
agreed, as concerning the Canon of Scripture ; and 
when it is considered, that the historical part of the 
New Testament is a narrative of the establishment, 
not a discourse on the polity of the Church, and that 
the illusions iii the Epistolary writings are addressed 
to persons, who were familiar vnth the most trivial 
circumstances, who needed not particular information 
concerning ecclesiastical acts, which were performed 
publicly and in their presence, who had from their 
in&ney been accustomed to similar orders of ministry, 
whose minds were prepossessed with the Apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and who were too sensible 
of the advantages which they possessed, to think of 
questioning their origin and authority, which, while 
they Were practically explained, needed hot the minute* 
ness of a verbal description, and which, before they 
were impugned, it was unnecessary to defend. The 
traditions'", to which St. Paul frequently refers, might 
have privately instructed them in the nature of the 
ministrations, and the obligation of the ordinances, 
which he had delivered. Many difficulties, with which 
they were unacquainted, are thrown in the way of 
modern inquirers into the constitution and order of 

"» 1 Cor. xi. 2. 2 Thess. ii. 15. iii. 6. 

E 
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the Church of Christ ; and our investigation must be 
conducted under the influence of prejudice or prepos- 
session to existing establishments^ in ignorance of the 
meaning of many private allusions, and without ca-^ 
pacity of tracing the faint and broken line, which 
marks the foundation and separates the ofiices of the 
Christian edifice. The foundation has been already 
traced, with as much accuracy as our present instru- 
ments will admit ; and the several stories have been 
exhibited, gradually ascending from the foundation of 
the Apostles, and held together by the chief corner 
stone. It yet remains to measure the building, to ex- 
amine its domestic ceconomy and interior arrange- 
ments ; to see whether the apartments are of the 
same extent, adapted to the same use, and furnished 
with the same uniform seemliness ; or whether they 
contain distinct accommodations, suited to the dif- 
ferent rank of the occupiers, discharging separate 
offices in the service of the common Master, of sonie 
ruling in his absence, administering his concerns, 
maintaining his establishment, and providing a con- 
stant succession of servants, who are acting in sub- 
ordinate capacities, which they are not permitted to 
assume, without previous trial and recommendation. 
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SECTION III. 

DEGREES AND DISTINCTIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRY. 

XT is matter of distinct and unquestionable record, 
that, during the personal administration of our Lord, 
there were three separate orders of the Christian mi- 
nistry, appointed at different times, under different 
circumstances, and of different number and extent. 
It will not be disputed, that our Lord, the great Shep- 
herd* of the Sheep, the chief Bishop of our Souls, 
who sent his disciples, as he had been sent by the 
Father^, possessed an infinite superiority over all 
whom he sent : he who sent, was beyond all question 
greater than those whom he sent. Next in order to 
himself were the Twelve, those faithful servants, whom 
he graciously called friends*^, and to whom he declared 
his will without reserve. They were first in the order 
of their appointment ; their names were thought 
worthy of particular record by three of the four Evan- 
gelists^, and the fourth * details certain circumstances 
in the call of some of them, which are not reported 
by his predecessors. At the time of their appoint- 
ment they received the distinctive title of Apostles, 
a title exclusively appropriated to them, though ap- 
plied on very few occasions before the ascension of 
our Lord. Their original commission differed but in 
few articles from that subsequently delivered to the 

» John X. 11. Heb. xiii. 20. l' Peter ii. 25. v. 4. ^ John xx. 21. 
^ John XV. 15. ^ Matt. x. 2, 3, 4. Mark iii. 16—19. Lukevi. 
14, 15, 16. * John i. 40—45. 
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Seventy ; but on a future occasion, they were exsdted 
to thrones, and made judges over the tribes of Israel^; 
they received power of absolving and retaining sins ^ ; 
and their final commission was extended to the whole 
world, accompanied with a promise of perpetual as- 
sistance, not only during their natural lives, and. per- 
sonal ministry, but to their successors also, until the 
consummation of all things. " Go ye therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things which I 
have commanded you ; and, lo ! I am with you alwaySy 
even unto the end of the world^\^ The circumstances 
under which Jesus chose other Seventy * also, are such 
as indicate an inferior authority. The night before 
their appointment was not spent in prayer ; they were 
not privately instructed in a separate place ; they were 
not presented before the assembled multitudes ; they 
were sent to such places and cities only as Jesus 
himself proposed to visit, while the Twelve were to 
visit all cities, except those of Gentiles and Samari- 
tans ; nor was their circuit through the cities of Israel 
to be completed, before the coming of the Son of 
man^. It is not necessary to enter into an exact com- 
parison of the commissions of the Seventy and of the 
Twelve, which, with the exceptions which have been 
noticed, are the same ; but it is remarkable, that the 
Twelve are designated as Prophets ; " He that re- 
ceiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, shall re- 
iceive a prophet's reward ^ :" and it will hereafter ap- 

' Matt. xix. 28. Luke xxii. 30. 8 Matt, xviii. 18. John xx. 23. 
^ Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. ^ Luke x. 1. ^ Matt. x. 23. » Matt. 
X.41. 



63 

pear^ that a prophet is the name of the preshyters, or 
second order of the Christian ministry, which was 
then held by the Apostles. Our Saviour also, in rcr 
commending humility and mutual subjection to hisdis<- 
ciples, uses this e3q>ression : Let him tliat will be great 
among you be your minister^ or Deacon"^ ; as if he 
had anticipated the institution of that Apostolic office, 
and applied it to the circumstances of the Seventy, 
instructing his Apostles rather to degrade themselves 
to an inferior situation in the Church, than to affect 
dominion over each other. It is probable also, that 
fit» Paul refers to the personal administration of the 
Lord, when be describes the Church, as built on the 
foundation of die Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
iieing the chief corner stone °; a title, which our 
Lord certainly assumed during his manifestation upon 
earth, and which may be reconciled with the prolepti^ 
cal appropriation of the Apostolic and Prophetic titles 
to the Twelve and the Seventy, which did not properly 
belong to them before the ascension of tlieir Divine 
Master. When each order had executed tlieir first 
commission, the Apostles submitted their report to 
Jesus, without expressing any elation or elevation at 
the event; and he received it, without any other notice, 
than recommending them to withdraw into the wilder- 
ness, and to rest from their labours °. The connection 
of the history seems to imply, that the service of the 
^Seventy was more rapidly concluded; and they re- 
ported with joy and exultation, that the devils were 
subject unto them through his name. Our.Lord, vrith 
his characteristic mildness and condescension, con- 

« Matt. XX. 26. " Ephes. ii. «0. * Mark vi. 30, 31. 
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gratulated them on their success p, and renewed their 
power of working miracles, under expressions how- 
ever, which leave it uncertain whether they exclu- 
sively denote the ministerial office, or whether they 
may not be applied generally to them that believe : 
" Behold ! I give unto you power to tread on serpents 
and scorpions *^, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwith- 
standing, in this rejoice not, that the spirits are sub- 
ject unto you ; but rather rejoice, that your names are 
written in heaven'' ." This was an occasion of joy, 
which exalted the persons to whom it was given a 
very trifling degree above those who acted in a pri- 
vate capacity. After this commission, though refer- 
ence is continually made to the Twelve, both collec- 
tively and individually, no further mention is made 
of the Seventy ; and though there is no reason to 
conclude that the order was dissolved, its continua- 
tion and perpetuity must be collected and inferred, 
without the express assertion or contradiction of the 
Scriptures. During the personal ministry of the 
Lord, these different orders of servants were inde- 
pendent, and not subordinate to each other. Among 
themselves, the most exact equality prevailed ; nor was 
there any lesson inculcated with more force, than that 
of personal humility and mutual submission, as be- 
came the relation of servants to one common 
Master ^ Though in the unlimited extent of their 
commission, in the declared perpetuity of their 
office, and in the power of absolution, the Twelve 

P Lukex. 17, 20. *i Compare Mark xvi. 17^ IS. ' Lukex, 
19,20. ^ Matt, xviii. 4. xx. 27. xxiii. 11. 
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were exalted above the Seventy, they did not on any 
occasion exult over their inferior brethren. The num- 
ber of the Twelve and of the Seventy may seem dispro- 
portionate to the number of the existing Church ; but 
it must be remembered, that the labours of our Lord 
and of his disciples were not confined to Jerusalem^ 
but extended over a considerable tract of country ; 
and that the whole multitude of the disciples, who 
were assembled when the Twelve received their com- 
mission^, and of those who rejoiced when he descended 
from the Mount of Olives", and of the five hundred 
brethren*, who beheld our Lord at one time after his 
resurrection, at a time, when the disciples had every 
motive to conceal themselves, and to deny their con- 
nection with the Lord and with each other, imply any 
thing but an inconsiderable family, which was to re- 
ceive meat in due season and in different places from 
the servants, whom the Lord had appointed over his 
household. 

The interval between the resurrection and ascen- 
sion of the Lord was spent in familiar conferences 
^th his disciples, in giving commandment unto the 
Apostles, whom he had chosen, and in speaking of 
the things concerning the kingdom of God ^. The 
precise nature of these conferences is not specified, 
and can only be collected by probable inferences from 
recorded events. It is possible, that the alteration of 
the Sabbath, from the last to the first day of the week, 
was now enjoined; as the last celebration of the 

* Luk^ vi. 17. ' Matt. xxi. 9. * 1 Cor. xv. 6. y Act« 
i. % 3. 
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Jewish Sabbath among the disciples^ was on the eve of 
the resurrection, when the women rested the seventh 
day, according to the commandment ^ ; as the first 
day was that on which the Apostles were assem- 
bled, when Jesus appeared unto them * ; on which the 
disciples at Troas assembled to break bread ^ ; on 
which St. Paul required the Corinthians to lay by 
them in store, as God had proi^ered them ^ ; and on 
which St. John, being in the Spirit,, was entrusted 
with the mysteries of the Apocalypse ^. Instruction 
may also have been given concerning the i)rder of the 
Seventy, of which the continuance or dissolution is 
not settled by the previous history ; and to which may 
be appropriated the signs which are to follow them 
that believe ', as they correspond with the power given 
to the Seventy, on the execution of their commission ^^ 
and include that which is distinctly assigned by St* 
James to the presbyters ^, on whom it may for the pre- 
sent be assuijied that the power of the Seventy de- 
volved. The Apostles may also have been instructed 
concerning the election of a successor to the traitor 
Judas, and the institution of the order of the Deacons. 
All, which is recorded, and which must be the stand- 
ard of conjecture as to the private matters of the 
discourse, is the enlargement of the Apostolic com- 
mission, which, originally exclusive of the Gentiles **, 
was now extended to comprehend all nations ^; which 
was improved by the power of remitting and re- 
taining sins ^, and which was sanctioned by the sign 

* Luke xxiii. 56. * Mark xvi. 14. Luke xxiv. 33. John 

XX. 19, 25. b Acts XX. 9. <^ 1 Cor. xvi. 2. »» Rev. i. 10. 
* Mark xvi. 17, 18. ' Luke x. ID. 8 James v. 15. Mark 
xvi. 18. ^ Matt. X. 5. * Matt, xxviii. 19. ^ John xx. «8. 
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of breatluiig on them \ in token of the future descent 
of the Holy Spirit* The discourse concerning the 
kingdom of Grod, may seem to be confined to the re* 
velatioh of doctrihe, to the enforcement of practicei 
and to prophetic intimations of the future progress 
and success of the Gospel. These may certainly be 
included, without any necessity of excluding those 
considerations which affect the order of the Church, 
some of which are recorded in the Evangelical history, 
and to which it may be proper to reduce the allusion 
of the Apostk, when, in speaking of the ascension of 
Christ, he says, ^^ He gave some Apostles^ and some 
ProphtiSy and some Evangelists, and some Pastors 
and Teachers °* ;** but of these orders, none except that 
of Apostles is referred to in this interval, except they 
are included in the general discourse concerning the 
kingdom of God. 

There is certainly considerable difficulty in tracing 
the order and oeconomy of the Church, under the ad-* 
ministration of the Apostles, after the ascension of 
our Saviour. They who acknowledge that any plat* 
form is exhibited in the Scriptures, are divided and in 
doubt, whether there were in the Apostolic constitu* 
tion more tlian tivo orders ; the Deacons, whose sepa* 
rate office is undisputed; and the Apostles and Elders, 
occupying one and the same authority, which is tlie 
oi^mionoi Presbyterians: or whether, according to that 
of Episcopalians, there were not three distinct and 
separate orders, the Deacons in the lowest degree, the 
Presbyters in the next gradation, and over all the 
Apostles, possessing unlimited and superior power. 

» John XX. 22. " Eph. iv. 11. 
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There are also certain passages in the Epistles of St. 
Paul, in which more offices are enumerated, and in 
which the order of the Church is represented as more 
diversified : " He gave some Apostles, and some 
Prophets, and some Evangelists, and some Pastors 
and Teachers, for the knitting together of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ"." " God hath set some in the Church, 
first Apostles, secondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers; 
after that miracles ; then gifts of healing ; kelps ; 
governments; diversities of tongues. Are ^ Apo^ 
sties? Axe ?M Prophets? Are all Teachers? Are all 
workers of miracles ? Have all the gifts of healing ? 
Do all speak with tongues ? Do all interpret ** .^ 
" Having then gifts, differing according to the grace 
that is given us, according to the proportion of faith, 
whether prophecy, let us prophesy ; or ministry, let 
us wait on our ministering ; or he that teacheth, on 
teaching ; or A^ that exhort eth, on exhortation ; he 
that giveth, let him do it with simplicity ; he that 
ruleth, with diligence ; he that sheweth mercy, with 
cheerfulness 1*." This last passage is interpreted of 
ecclesiastical matters, from the mention of rule, which 
must imply ecclesiastical rule, as the Apostles do not 
instruct the civil powers ; as the difference of gifts 
according to the grace that is given to us, seems to 
imply a distinction of ministerial power, and of the 
grace required and afforded in the execution of it, 
and as the proportion of faith may be applied to the 
proportion of trust reposed in the different Ministers. 
If in these passages a distinction of name necessarily 

° Ephes. iv. 11, 12. *> 1 Cor. xii. 28^ 29, 30. p Rom, 

xii. 6, 7, 9. 
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implies a distinction of order, here are no less than 
sixteen degrees in the Apostolical ministry ; Apostles ; 
Prophets ; Evangelists ; Pastors ; Teachers ; Workers 
of miracles ; Persons possessed of gifts of healing ; 
Helps ; Governments ; Diversities of tongues ; In- 
terpreters ; Ministers or Deacons ; Exhorters ; Givers ; 
Rulers ; Shewers of mercy. Giving and the shewing 
of mercy may perhaps be considered private duties of 
all Christian people, indiscriminately, and not the ex- 
clusive offices of the Deacon ; and of the remaining 
fourteen offices, some appear synonimous with each 
other, and are capable of mutual resolution and re- 
duction. Although an attempt to reduce all these 
designations, to the familiar orders of Apostles, 
Presbyters, and Deacons, may be thought to proceed 
from a love of hypothesis, yet there does not appear 
any violation of the truth or simplicity of the Scrip- 
tures, in the following collocation of the common 
and scriptural titles of the ministry, their appropriate 
offices, and their corresponding gifts. 

OFnCE. TITLK^S. GIFIS. 

Eph. iv. 11, 12. Rom. xii. 6, 7, 8. 1 Cor. xii. 28, 29, 30* 1 Cor. xii. 8, 9, 

{toirether I ("Apostles. Word of Wisdom* 

of the / Apostles. He that rulethj Miracles. Miracles. 

Saints, l ^^Goverimients. Disceruing of Sp 



, f Edifying of) r« ,. ") fpronhecv 1 f Prophets. Word of Knowh 

* 1^ Christ. J ) Pastors, J ) horteth. J ) Speakers with 

^ -^ ^ -^ ^ V^ tongues. Kinds of tongues 

rWorkof-, rE|:ange- -j rg^^Utp""*''! fT.achcrs. Faith. 

~ •{ Mii^^trv n T j^h.r. M H^»t 8'«th. U Helps. Prophecies. 

(^ Mmutry J (^ Teachers. I Ijj^^^^^l^^^^j^ f) InteVpre**", Interpretation ol 

mercy. J V. tongue*. 
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In the enumeration of these several offices to the 
Corinthians, the Apostle expressly assigns the first 
rank to the Apostles, the second to the Prophets, and 
the third to the Teachers ; and in mentioning the 
remaining offices, he seems desirous of marking the 
analogy or mutual relation which subsists between 
them ; he says, God hath set some in the Church, 

First Apostles ; Secondly Prophets ; Thirdly Teachers ; 

After that Miracles j Then Gifts of healing ; Helps ; 

Crovernments ; Diversities of tongues ; 

Speaking with tonguet ; Interpretation of toBgUti^ 

The eighth office requires to be divided, that the 
offices may be equal in number to the gifts, or qualifi'- 
cations for the discharge of them. In this scale, it 
will not be denied, that Governments are identically 
the same with Apostles, and Helps with Teachers. To 
the Ephesians be mentions the same offices of Apo- 
stles, Prophets, and Teachers ; and to these he adds 
in the third place. Evangelists, which is equivalent to 
Deacons or Teachers, and is indeed the title borne by 
Philip, the Deacon, at Csesarea '^ : and Pastors, an of- 
fice which both Peter ^ and Paul * ascribe to the Pres- 
byters or Bishops. In the Epistle to the Romans, 
He that ruleth^ is synonimous with Governments or 
Apostles among the Corinthians; Prophecy is common 
to the three lists, and includes the work of exhorta- 
tion, which is appropriated to the Bishops * : He tliat 
teacheth, differs in nothing from a Teacher ; Ministry 
or Deaconship fixes its own place, and comprehends 
giving and shewing mercy, if they be ministerial acts. 
To the five titles of Ephesian ministry, there are but 
three offices assigned^ a presumptive proof that there 

* Acts xxi. 8. ' 1 Peter v. 2. ■ Acts xx. 28. ^ Titus i. 9. 
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are but three officers to execute them : the work of 
the Ministry or Deaconship may be applied without 
hesitation to the lowest order ; the ediiying of the 
body of Christ, seems the proper work of the lowest 
order ; and the knitting together of the Saints, or set« 
ding the disjointed members in their proper place, 
to the highest or Apostolic order. 

It is not pretended, that this collocation of the 
Scriptural by the more familiar denominations of the 
several orders of the Christian ministry, is definitive or 
decisive, or that an improved arrangement might not 
be digested or introduced ; but it is sufficient for the 
purpose for which it is suggested, of shewing that the 
laigest enumeration of ecclesiastical offices may be 
resolved into three simple orders, and that there is 
no necessity for imagining that the original orders 
and constitution were more numerous and diversified. 
It is also necessary to shew, that there is no reason 
for reducing this triple order to a yet more simple 
form ; or for supposing that the Apostles and Elders 
are one and the same order, designated Presbyters in 
respect of age^ and Apostles in respect of office. 

It is admitted, that the Apostles were Presbyters in 
such sense as the superior always includes the inferior 
dignity ; and the Twelve, who occupied the second 
rank, and acted in the capacity of Elders, during the 
personal ministry of the Lord, were on his ascension 
raised from that lower to the higher state of Apostles. 
St. Peter indeed, exhorting the Elders to feed the flock 
of Christ, calls himself their fellow-elder", crufjiTrgeo-guTegof, 

»» 1 Peter V. 1, % 3. 
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and so he was uniting both offices in the higher one, 
and using the inferior with singular address and compli- 
ment to the Elders, whom he was addressing, and not 
affecting power over them, while he forbade them to 
usurp it over others ; but in the salutation with which 
he introduces the Epistle, and in which he is desirous 
of commanding attention, he assumes his proper title 
and authority, and calls himself an Apostle of Jesus 
Christy and possessing this preeminence himself, he 
speaks of but two orders of ministry, of the Presby- 
ters, and of the younger or Deacons, who were to. 
submit to them^, or, as he otherwise expresses him-^ 
self, " If any man speak, let him speak as the Qra- 
cles of God ; if any man minister, or execute the of- 
fice of a Deacon, let him do it of the ability whidi 
God giveth *." St. John also designates himself the 
Elder*, in his Epistles to Gains and the elect Lady,>to 
whom, if a person is intended, he might be willing 
to condescend ; but when his modesty led him to 
suppress his. name, it is not difficult to ^account for 
his concealing his distinguishing appellation. It might 
be thought, that the Apostles spoke in reference to 
their age ; but St. Paul uses a different term, when 
he describes himself as Paul the aged '', ^erg^Stmig. 
There is certainly no passage, on which it can be de- 
finitively established, that the plural term Elders, of 
itself denotes the Apostolic College, in its collective 
capacity. When the disciples of Antioch determined 
to send relief to their brethren in Judea, in the time 
of dearth, and sent their contributions to the Elders 
by the hands of Paul and Barnabas *", it must be re- 

» 1 Peter 1. 1 . y 1 Peter v. 5. « 1 Peter i v. 1 1 . 

• 2 and 3 John 1. *» Philem. 9. *= Acts xi. 30. . 
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membered^ that the distribution of alms was a work 
which the Apostles had publicty renounced, and for 
which they had distinctly instituted the office of 
Deacons; that these alms were collected for the espe- 
cial use of the Churches of Judea; that the appropria- 
tion of them did not belong to the Apostolic College, 
but to the Presbyters, who presided over the several 
congregations ; nor does it appear that any Apostle 
was priesent when they were delivered. When Paul 
was introduced to the brethren at Jerusalem, and 
James and all the Elders ^ were present, it may cer- 
tainly be questioned, whether the council consisted of 
no more than the Twelve, whether indeed any of the 
Apostles was present except James, who constantly 
resided, and held supreme authority in the Church of 
Jerusalem. Mention is also made of the Apostles 
and Elders ; and there is a sense of the copulative 
conjunction, by which it connects two words in such 
manner, that they denote but one person or thing ; 
and thus, the Apostles and Elders may mean no more 
than the Apostles, the Elders. This expression how- 
ever occurs only on one important occasion, on an 
extraordinary convocation of the Church, when a dif- 
ficult question was to be debated, and an interesting 
report was to be received, and would not have been 
repeated so frequently in one chapter ®, if a single ex- 
pression could have adequately expressed the meaning 
of the writer. When two or more of the Apostolic 
body are mentioned, the single word. Apostles ^, is 
used, and is sufiiciently explicit; as when St. Paul speaks 
of the Apostles, who were in Christ before him. The 

^ Acts xxi. 18. • Acts xv. 1, 4, 6, 22, 23. ' Acts viii. 18, 

Bprn* xvl. 6. 
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title of Apostle is never applied abstractedly and With- 
out addition, to denote a person not possessed of the 
Apostolic character. Paul and Barnabas are iiideed 
called Apostles ^, but without referring to the com* 
mon form of speech, by which the title of one person 
is indiscriminately applied to another acting in com- 
pany with him, as Saul is included among the pro- 
phets and teachers of Antioch *, it is a very probable 
opinion, that Barnabas had been raised to the Aposto* 
lie office, and supplied the vacancy, occasioned by the 
martyrdom of James ^ St. Paul recommends Epih 
phroditus^ to the Philippians, as his brother and oon^ 
panibn in labour and fellow-soldier, and in a peculiar 
manner their Apostle or messenger; as oiie im- 
pressed with the deepest interest in their welfarie, a$ 
one whom they should receive with gladness and hold 
in reputation ; and ecclesiastical write|'s accordingly 
consider him the first Bishop of Philippi. When St 
Paul, anticipating the inquiries of the Corinthians^ in* 
forms them, that Titus is his partner and fellow-Iielper 
concerning them, and that the brethren are the ine$* 
sengers, or Apostles of the Churches, and the glory of 
Christ^, it is probable that he uses the term to reconir 
mend the Apostolical authority, with which Luke was 
afterwards invested ; or he may apply it in its ordir 
nary sense, and represent Luke as the messenger or 
person deputed to convey the bounty of the Churches : 
and if the title of being the glory of Christ shidl sieem 
too elevated for so inferior an office, the words may 
be translated, according to some copies, messengera 
of the Churches and of the glory, or, which are the 

« Acts xiv. 4. ^ Act3 xiii. 1. * Acts xii. 8, ^ Philip, 
ii. 26, 9,6, 29, iv. 18. » 2 Cor. Tiii. 23. 
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glory of Christ. The translators of the Bible indeed » 
by the difference of their version in both of these 
texts, seem to have understood the word not in its 
specific but in its general sense of an envoy or mes- 
senger. In this sense the word was familiar to the 
Jews, who applied it to ^^such persons as were sent 
by the high priests and heads of the people, to collect 
the tithes and other dues belonging to the Temple or 
Synagogue, or to convey their orders and mandates to 
the cities and provinces, when any affairs relating to 
religion were transacted : to this custom St. Paul 
alludes, when he indignantly declares, that he was an 
Apostle not of men™ ;^ and our Saviour, who pre- 
ferred to the invention of new terms, the adaptation of 
those in common use, and the application of them 
in a higher aiul peculiar sense, may have denominated 
the Twelve emphatically Apostles. 

It is curious to observe the distinction in the de- 
signation of the Twelve, before and after our Lord's 
ascension. In the Gospels, their usual denomination 
is the Twelve, or the Disciples ; John never calls them 
by any other title ; Matthew and Mark use the term 
Apostles once only ° ; Luke uses it but on very few 
occasions, when he records its appropriation to them 
at the time of their election ° ; when he relates, that 
the Apostles made their report to Jesus ^ ; that the 
Apostles asked the Lord to increase their faith '' ; that 
the twelve. Apostles were present with him at the cele- 
bration of the Passover ^ ; and that after the resur- 
rection, the women communicated their discovery to 

" Galat.i. 1. ° Matt. x. ^. Mark vi. 30. • Luke vi. 13. 
P Luke ix. 10. ^ Luke xvii. 5. *" Luke xxii. 14. ' 
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the Apostles * : and pn one occasion our Saviour 
refers to the prophecy of sending Prophets and Apo- 
stles*, where both words must be understood in their 
general, and not in their specific sense. It cannot be 
supposed an idiom of the writer of the Acts and of the 
third Gospel, as he continually refers to them under 
the name of the twelve ", the disciples *, his discipjfes ^, 
the twelve disciples * , and even of the eleven % in 
the interval between the resurrection and the ascen- 
sion. In the succeeding events of their hi$tory, they 
are constantly designated by the name not of Disciples, 
but of Apostles. They are advanced to a higher 
office, and distinguished by an appropriate name* The 
Disciples implied their subordinate, the Apostles their 
independent authority : and it is a powerful confirn^-^ 
tion of the argument, that the Evangelists, Luke and 
Mark, that Timothy and Titus, Epaphroditus and 
Clemens, and even Ignatius, though not of the Apo- 
stolic body, are by Ecelesiastieal writers/ denominated 
Apostles, when they were invested with . Apostd&eak 
authority over the Churches, and with power of 
raising others to the minbtry. 

Since therefore the title of Elders is not used to 
designate the Apostles individually, except by accom- 
modation ; nor collectively, except in cwie mstamcey 
when James was probably ineluded among the Prefr- 
byters of Jerusalem ; since Apostles and Elders are 
not convertible terms, or indiscriminately applicable tcr 

* Luke xxiv. 10. * Luke xi. 49. " Luke viii. 1. ix. 12. 

xxii. 3, 47. * Luke ix. 16. xvii. 1, 22. xviii. 15. y Luke 

viii. », 22. ix. 18, 43, 54. xix. 29. xxii. 39, 45, * Luke ix. 1. 
• Luke xxiv. 9, 33. 
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the £same persons in the same sense ; and since ther^ 
is a maiked alteration in the designation of the Apo- 
sties, when they acted under and witliout the Lord ; 
we draw the conclusion, that Apostles and Presbyters 
are not one and the sanie order^ but possessed of dis« 
tinct and separate authorities ; and consequently, that 
there are not less than three orders of the Christian 
ministry, denominated in the Scriptures, Apostles^ 
Presbjrters, and Deacons. But, though even in the 
science of demonstration, when a vessel is proved to 
contain neither more nor less than a given quantity, 
the negative argument is held conclusive, nor is it 
necessary to produce positive proof of its actual ca- 
{mdty, our flcclesiastical reasoning is not exhausted; 
and as it has been shewn, that there are neither more 
BOr less than three orders of the Christian ministry^ 
it remains to be proved that there are three orders by 
a distinct consideration of the offices and privileges, 
^severally assigned to the separate orders of Apostles^ 
Presbyters, and Deacons. 

The powers possessed by the Apostles, and from 
them devolving on their successors, the Bishops of 
later times, related to the government of the Church ; 
the trial and excommunication of offenders ; the or- 
dination of ministers t the visitation of Churches; and 
the confirmation of persons previously baptized ; and 
these powers they exercised ndt locally, or over sepa- 
rate congregations, but generally over all the Churches 
within a peculiar district. 

A RULING power was vested in the Apostleis ; and 
it has been shewn, that St. Paul uses the expressions, 

F 2 
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he that ruleth^, and governments^, as descriptive of 
the Apostolic character. The mission of Peter and 
John to the Samaritan converts ^ ; the decision of 
the controversy concerning circumcision at Antioch ; 
and the accompanying prescription of essential duties*, 
which though specifically addressed to the brethren of 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, virtually included the 
Gentiles of other places ^, may be considered as in- 
stances of the exercise of this power by the Apostles, 
acting in concert with each other and with the Pres-^ 
byters ; and it is hardly possible to read the Epistles 
of St. Paul, without observing t\ie authority with 
which he addresses the Churches to which he writes, 
and with which he issues " commands, censures, and 
peremptoiy precepts.** This authority is more espe- 
cially observable 'in the two Epistles to the Corin- 
thians, which may be considered under the character 
of an Episcopal charge. Was he witjjout authority 
when he condemned their divisions ^, and their pro^ 
fanation of the Supper of the Lord ^ ? Was he without 
authority, when he proposed to set other things in 
order, when he came \ and declared what were his 
ordinances in all the Churches ^ ? When he animad- 
verted upon the dress of men and women in the (Con- 
gregation ^ ? When he prescribed the order of their 
praying and prophesying, or when he reprobated the 
use of an unknown tongue ™ ? Or had he no authority 
over those, who thought themselves prophets or spi- 
ritual persons, and whom he required to acknowledge, 

*» Romans xii. 8. ^ lCor.xii.28. «* Actsviii. 14. « Acts 
:xv. 23, 24. f Acts xvi. 4. « 1 Cor. i. 10, 11. ^ \ Cor. 

xi. 18. » 1 Cor. xi. 34. ^ 1 Cor. vii. 17. ^ 1 Cor. xi. 

4,5. . "* 1 Cor. xiv. 2, 4, 29, 31. 
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that the things which he wrote were the command- 
ment of the Lord " ? In his second Epistle, he une- 
quivocally asserts this authority which the Lord had 
given him for edification, and not for destruction ** ; 
and he intimates, that this authority was confined 
within a certain boundary, within the measure of the 
rule, which God had distributed to him, and especially 
included the Corinthians ; for he boasted not of things 
without his measure, that is of other men's labours, or 
in another man's line of things made ready to his 
hand p. This authority St. Paul maintained over the 
Corinthians, when he was absent from them, and at a 
time when spiritual persons and prophets were resi- 
dent among them, who were not however exempt from 
his jurisdiction, or competent to rule the Church 
without his instructions. In delivering some of these 
instructions, it is plain that he acts in the character 
of a Governor of the Church ; he takes upon himself 
a right of determining in matters left indifferent by 
Christ ^ ; and he is scrupulous in renouncing all claim 
to extraordinary and immediate inspiration ^. In the 
same manner, when the brethren at Antioch referred 
the question concerning circumcision to the Apostles 
at Jerusalem, they appealed to them as to Governors, 
having proper authority to decide it, and not as to' 
Apostolic persons, extraordinarily illuminated, of 
whom every individual was as capable of resolving it, 
as the whole College, and at Antioch, as well as at Jeru- 
salem ; and this consideration is necessary to explain* 
the form in which their determination was recorded ; 

" I Cor. XIV. 37. *» 2 Cor. x. 8. xiii. 10. p 2 Cor. x. 

13—16. q 1 Cor. vii. 8, 25. viii. 1. x. 27. '1 Cor. rii. 6, 
12, 25. 2 Cor. viii. 8. xi. 17. 
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It seemed good unto us ; or, It seeipaed good unto the 
Holy Ghost and to us*,* With the same authority pf 
Crovernors of the Church, St. John forbids the elect 
\j2idy and her children to receive or salute those wha 
brought not the doctrine of Christ ^ ; and in his third 
Epistle, he refers to a letter, which he had written, an4 
to the presumption of Diotrephes, in not receiving 
him" : and James, with severe allusion to the par- 
tiality of the prevailing practice, indirectly recom- 
mends a perfect equality and indifference to externa^ 
circumstances, in sitting in the public congregation*, 
and he also prescribea the form which should be ob-. 
served in the visitation o^the sick ''. St, Paul not only 
exercised this authority in his own person, hut dele- 
gated it to others, whom he deputed to inspect the sta,te 
of various Churches, which are commanded to receive 
them ^. Timothy was left at Ephesus, to charge some, 
that they should teach no other doctrine*, no doctrine 
different from that which had been delivered at onoe to 
the Saints ; to take care that prayers, suppUcation;s^ 
intercessions, .an.d giving of^ thanks, should be made 
fbr all men ^ ; an Apostolical injunction, which if it 
4pes not prescribe a precise forni pf words, prescribesi 
at lea^t the nature and subject, the order and method 
of the public devotions. Among the Elders, he was 
to reckon them that ruled well worthy of double hpp 
nour or maintenance ^ : he was appointed guardian of 
the public bounty of the Church, and instructed to 
watch over it, that it might not be abused by the relief 

• Acts XT. 25, 28. * 2 John 10. " 3 John 9. * James 
ii. 2, 3. y James v. 14. * 1 Cor. xvi. Ip. 2 Cor. viii 17, 

18,22. Ephes. vi. 21. PhUip. ii. 19. CqI. iv. 8, 9. 1 Thess.iii. 2, 
ff ; Tim. i. 3. »» 1 Tim. ii. 1. *^ 1 Tim. v. 17. 



71 

of widows who were undeserving, or not destitute ^ ; 
and he was solemnly charged to execute his office, 
without preferring one before another, doing nothing 
by partiality ^« The principal purpose for which Titus 
was left in Crete, was to set in order the things that 
were wanting', to correct what was wrong and to 
supply what was defective, to order the things which 
St. Paul had left unsettled, when he founded the 
Church of Crete, the regulation of which among the 
Corintliians he had reserved to himself, and which 
he did not esteem the subordinate ministers of Crete 
«r Corinth competent to arrange. There is no in- 
stance of the conveyance of this power to the Pres- 
byters, unless it be demanded for the Elders who rule 
well, whose ruling^however was most probably limited 
to their respective congregations, and consisted in 
4ibserving the Apostolical ordinances ; or referred to 
the arbitration of private disputes, which our Lord 
reserves to the Church, and which St. Paul condemns 
the Corinthians for litigating before unbelievers. 

The two latter instances will be more properly and 
more consistently reduced under that judicial au- 
jthority, which was given to the Apostles by their di- 
vine commission of remitting and retaining sins, and 
in virtue of which they exercised the power of excom- 
munication. While the affair could be settled by 
private agreement between the parties, or by the me- 
diation of mutual friends, it was not to be brought 
before the Church, whose interference was to be au- 
thoritative; and in the event of c6ntumacy, the refrac- 

^ 1 Tim. V. 4, 11, 16. « 1 Tim. r. 21. ' Titus i. 5. 
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tory person was to be as a heathen and a. publican ; an 
expression of which the meaning was familiar and 
obvious to the Jews, and was equivalent to his exclu- 
sion from the synagogue: and that the Church is 
used in this passage metonymically, for the Ministers 
of the Church, appears from the subjoined authority ; 
" Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound 
in heaven ; and whatsoever ye shall loose upon earth, 
shall be loosed in heaven ^•'* Such an anticipation of 
the future power of his Ministers was not unusual 
with our Lord. The ^case of litigation in th^ courts 
of the Heathen ^ must be understood in connection 
with the preceding chapter, of which it is the con- 
tinuation and conclusion. The Apostle strongly re- 
probates the spirit of litigation, in the stead of which 
he recommends forbearance and acquiescence even 
under injury. If Christians in the glorified state shall 
be exalted to judge the world, he concludes, that they 
are certainly capable of deciding those smaller trifles, 
which relate to this present' life ; and with the most 
pointed severity, he recommends them to refer their 
disputes to the arbitration of such as are least 
esteemed in the Church, for even their judgment is 
preferable to that of those that are without ; and 
speaking to their shame, and with a view of discounte- 
nancing their folly, he asks. Is there not a wise man 
among you ? not one, that can judge between his 
brother ? But must brother go to law with brother ? 
a case in itself sufficiently flagrant, and must it be 
aggravated by the consideration of its being done be- 
fore unbelievers, and giving them an occasion of re- 

K Matt, xviii. 15—18. ^ 1 Cor. vi. 1^11. 
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proach ? The thing itself was utterly faulty ; unworthy 
of their Christian forbearance, of their professed ex- 
peetatibu of a judgment to come, when the unjust, 
whom they were prosecuting, should receive a cor- 
responding sentence, and inconsistent with the re- 
.mefnbrance of their own original condition, before 
they were sanctified by their baptism in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God. 
A case of notorious incest ' had been reported to the 
Apostle, who acted on the report with the most de- 
cisive authority, reproaching them with their indiffer- 
ence that they were not grieved at the offence, and 
had not shunned the company of the offender. In 
words the most solemn and impressive which can be 
conceived, he pronounced the sentence of excommu- 
nication, which was to be published in his name either 
by Timothy, who was sent to them upon this occa- 
sion^, or by one of the prophets who was settled among 
them. " I verily, as absent in body, but present in 
spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, 
concerning him that hath so done this deed ; in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered 
together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ ^" The 
same awful sentence was inflicted on Hymeneus and 
Alexander, whom the Apostle delivered unto Satan, 
that they might learn not to blaspheme". In the re- 
laxed spirit of modern times, when the guilt of heresy 

• 

i 1 Cor. V. 1. ^1 Cor. iv. 17. xvi. 10. * 1 Cor. v. 3, 4, 5. 
« iTim.i. 20. 
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is palliated, and the power of excommunication as an 
ecclesiastical punishment is proscribed, the authority 
of the Apostle may be questioned, and his language 
misapplied and misunderstood. When the Apostolic 
discipline was exercised vigorously and without re- 
lenting towards notorious offenders, it made such an 
Impression on the criminal and his connections, that 
the one could not but intercede for the other, that he 
might not be consumed with overmuch sorrow"; and 
its severity, of which the object was the reformation 
of the sinner, rather than the punishment of the sin, 
was relaxed, and on the application of the Corin- 
thians, the offender was absplved in the most pathetic 
manner by the Apostle, with reference to the pain 
which the former necessity had occasioned, and wi^ 
the most affectionate recommendation of them to fom' 
give and comfort the excommunicated person, and to 
confirm their love towards him'. There is but this 
one instance of the restoration of an excommunicated 
person, which St. Paul conceded to the Oorinthiana^ 
with strong approbation of their forgiving and relent- 
ing spirit ; nor of actual excommunication is there 
finy other instance, except the case of Simon Magus, 
whom Peter excommunicated, and deprived of all lot 
and share in the privileges of the word or Gospel of 
Christ P. The danger of abusing this Apostolic power 
of excommunication was acknowledged by St. Paul, 
who, when he exercised it even in the person of Christ, 
was apprehensive lest Satan should get the advantage 
over him, for he was not ignorant of his devices'. 

« 2 Cor. ii. 7. ** Ver. 4-^8, p Acts viii. 21 . «» 2 Cpr. 
ii. U. 
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He does not hcwever lay aside the use of this pri- 
vilege, but threatfens to use it under the name of a 
rod% of boldness and of a spiritual weapon % of sharp- 
ness and of a power, which the Lord had given him 
for edification, and not for destruction^, upon them 
who exalted themselves, and disputed his authority: 
and because it was necessary for the government of 
the Church, he comsmitted it to Titus, whom he in- 
atrueted to reject an heretic'^, after the first and se- 
coi^d admonjition had been delivered without effect, 
an instruction, in which our Lord's direction to his 
Cl^urch * will be iramediiately recognized. The Angels 
of th^ Asiatic Churches ^po^sessed the same authority. 
The Angel of the Churah of Ephesus is commended, 
beeyuse he could npt bea r those that were evil, and 
had tried them, who said Ihey were Apostles and were 
ilpt, and had found them liars y, or judicially convicted 
diem of imposture. The Angel of the Church of 
Pergamos is reproved, bei^ause he had them tha^ 
held the doctrine of Balaana, and that of the Nico-. 
laitanes % but he could not l>e partaker of other men'^ 
sips, unless he had power to control them : and 
against the Angel of the Church of Thyatira, the 
same offence is alleged, in relation to the womai^ 
J[ez^b^l% for whose practice:^ ^md doctrines he could 
not be responsible, unless he was invested with coer- 
cive power, which he neglected to exercise. The 
same authority was possessed b)' St. John, who threat- 
ened to exert it against Diotre^phes ^, whose offence 

^ 1 Cor. iv. 21. « 2 Cor. x. 2, 4. * 2 Cor. x. 8. xiii. 10, 
»» Titus ui. 10. » Matt, xviii. 16, 17- ^ Rev. ii. 2. . * Rer, 
ii. 14, 15. * Rev. ii. 20. ^ 3 John 10. 
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was that he affected this power over the brethren, 
whom he presumed to excommunicate, and that he 
rejected the coptrol of St. John, who alone was en- 
titled to the preeminence. Against such an elder 
Timothy was authorized to receive an accusation*^, 
though it was to be investigated with equal solemnity 
and delicacy, before one or two witnesses, that the 
judge might not be suspected of partiality, nor the 
accused person be degraded by a public exposure of 
the crime imputed to him. Private persons who 
sinned were to be rebuked with authority**, before all, 
that others also might fear* : and St. Paul took occa- 
sion of the excommunication of the incestuous Corin- 
thian, to prohibit all association with a flagitious bro- 
ther^, a measure of prudence and precaution, which 
he frequently recommended, requiring the Romans -^ 
to mark and avoid those who caused divisions and 
offences ^ among them, and enjoining the Thessalo- 
nians to withdraw themselves from every brother that 
walked disorderly, and not after the tradition which 
he had received, and to mark and to hold no company 
with such as did not obey his word ** ; and which St. 
John also adopted in reflation to those who brought "^ 
not the doctrine of Christ*. The extraordinary and 
miraculous punishments inflicted on Ananias and 
Sapphira^, and on Elymas the Sorcerer*, may be com- 
prehended under this judidal power which was pos- 
sessed by the Apostles. 

Of the ordaining power, belonging exclusively to 

« 1 Tim. V. 19. ^ Titus ii. 15. « 1 Tim. v. 20. ^ 1 Cor. 
V. 11. B Rom. Xvi. 17. ^ 2 Tliess. iii. 6, 14. » 2 John 10. 
* Acts V. 5, 10. * Acts xiii. 11. 
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the Apostles, and to the persons on whom they con- 
ferred it, are many recorded instances ; as, the ordi- 
nation of the seven Deacons, by the assembled College 
of Apostles "* ; that of the Presbyters, whom Paul and 
Barnabas ordained in every Church" ; that of Timothy 
by Stw Paul in condert with the Presbytery ; and that 
of the Presbyters, whom Timothy and Titus were ap- 
pointed to ordain in their respective provinces. It is 
a sufficient proof of the distinctness and peculiarity . 
of the ordaining power which was thus conveyed to 
Timothy and Titus, that presbyters had already been 
settled, certainly at Ephesus, and probably in Crete, 
who were nevertheless not qualified to execute this 
office, or the especial delegation of Timothy and 
Titus would have been unnecessary. The instructions 
concerning the manner of executing their office are 
also addressed personally to them, and not generally 
to the Church, or to the officers of the Church. For 
this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest 
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee"". 
Commit thou to faithful men the things which thou 
hast heard?. In judging of the qualifications of mi- 
nisters, they were to exercise their own discretion : 
Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be thou par- 
taker of other men's sins ; keep thyself pure*'. But 
although they were not required to refer to or com- 
municate with the subordinate ministers, in the dis- 
charge of their own superior function, and were 
charged in their own single persons not to prefer one 
man before another,, and to do nothing by partiality*', 

» Acts vi. 6. « Acts xiv. 23. ^ Titus i. 6. p 2 Tim. 
ii. 2. *! 1 Tim. v. 22. ' 1 Tim. v. 21. 
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it is probable that they ivoukl cbhsulfe them, and itsfe 
their judgment^ in matters in which they poss^sed 
better diid more immediate oppoi'tunities of informal 
tion than themselves ; as in the tiiid of Bishops arid 
Deacons, who werfe required to be blamiless^j a cha- 
racter, which seems to imply the deliberate testimony 
of competent judges, and to exclude the diSibrdfeJrly 
Votfes of a promiscuous multitude. The Presbyters 
Certainly acted in conjunction with the Apostle, in 
laying their hands on the [)erson ordained, as is stiU 
liie practice of Episcopal Churches, and as was exerii- 
|>lified in the ordination of Tiiiiiithy*, in which the 
operative part of the ceremony Wlas performed by St.' 
Paul, from whose act therefore the ceremony derived 
its validity, with the concurrence of the Presbytery^ 
in the mere form of imposition of hands, for the 
greater solemnity of the act. There is howev^ nb 
scriptural precedent of ordinatibn, conferred l^ those 
who were raised to no other i^ank th^n that of Pres^ 
byters ; no record of the conveyance of this privili^ey 
no directions concerning the use of it ; no reproof df 
its neglect or misuse, nor any intimation concei'ning 
it, except the prophecy, that the time would com^ 
when men would not endure sound doctrine, but 
having itching ears would heap to themselves teacheifs^ 
according to their dwn lusts, and would turn away 
their ears from the truth, and would be turned unto 
fables"!: a prophecy^ eorJ'esponding with that which 
St. Paul had himself delivered to the Ephesiah Pres- 
byters*, and the accomplishment of which Timothy 

• 1 Tim. iii. % 10, 11. Titus i. 6. U Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. i.6. 
^» 2 Tim. iii. 4. « Acts xx. ^9, 30. 
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was left at E^hteus to ptevent^. It is recorded indeed^ 
that the propheft^ at' Antioch laid their hands on Bar- 
liabas and Saul% but it was not to ordain them, for 
they had previously received and exercised ministerial 
authority, and were included in the list of the pro- 
(>hets at Antioch % and was no more than a form of 
recommending them to the favour of God, in the par- 
ticular ministry, for which the Holy Spirit had sepa- 
rated them^: and in the ordination of Presbyters in 
every Church by Paul and Barnabas % the latter acted 
only as the assisting Presbyter, unless indeed, as is 
more probable, he was now invested with the Apo- 
stolic character. The original word, which is used 
on this occasion, has led some persons to suppose, 
that a popular election is impHed, an opinion in im- 
mediate opposition to the clear evidence of the text. 
•In the use of the classic writers, it is not denied, that 
the woTd generally denotes a shew of hands, or the 
suffrages of the people, in favour of any person pro- 
posed to their choice, or any measure submitted to 
their decision ; in the sacred writings it certainly 
means a personal act, as it is applied with reference 
to God*^, and it may mean a popular election *". The 
grammatical construction of the text requires, that 
the act implied in this word should be appropriated 
exclusively to the persons, who prayed with fasting, 
who commended either the people or the presbyters 
to the Lord, and who passed through Pisidia and came 
to Pamphylia ; and these were unquestionably Paul 
and Barnabas. When it was pretended, that the Apo- 

y 1 Tim. i. 3. * Acts xiii. 3. * Ver. 1. ^ Acts xiv. 26. 
*^ Acts xiv. 2a. ^ Acts X. 41. « ^ Cor. viii. 19. 
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sties took " the votes aiid suffrages of the memberst 
of the Churches, shewn by the stretching out of the 
hand, as the word signifies, and which they directed 
them to, and upon it declared the Elders duly elected 
and ordained," some authority should have been pro- 
duced for this signification of the word ; and it should 
have been shewn, that the officer, who proposed the 
election, was said to stretch out the hand, and be the 
organ of the sentiments of the people. If the stretch- 
ing forth of the hand, however, be confined to the 
Apostles, as the order of the history and the con- 
struction of the text require, no variation of the ver- 
sion will countenance the supposed right of popular 
election ; and to specify the nature of the action was 
the less necessary, as it is illustrated by the detailed 
form of laying hands upon the seven Deacons, upon 
the Presbyters whom Timothy was to ordain, and yet 
more clearly in the detached records of his ordination.* 

The Apostles, deeply interested for the welfare of 
the Churches, which they had severally planted, on va- 
rious occasions personally visited them, and inspected 
their order and sincerity in the faith, or commis- 
sioned others to visit them with delegated authority. 
Personal visitations were held by St. Paul over the 
Churches at Lystra, Iconium,and Antioch ^, of Phrygia 
and Galatia^, and for a similar purpose the elders of 
Ephesus were summoned to Miletus^. Visitations 
by persons acting with deputed, or, if a more modem 
expression may be allowed, with suffragan authority, 
may be exemplified in the mission of Peter and John 

' Acta xiv. 21. 8 Acts xviii. 25. ^ Acts xx. 17. 
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fo the converts at Samaria', and into the deputation 
of Timothy and Erastus, into Macedonia ^ of Timo- 
thy ^ and of Titus "" to Corinth, of Tychicus to Ephe- 
sus by- himself ", and to Colosse in connection with 
Onesimus**, and of Timothy to Thessalonica^\ These 
persons carried letters of recommendation from the 
Apostles, who required the Churches to which they 
were sent to receive them ; maintaining at the same 
time a scrupulous jealousy of their proper jurisdiction, 
and warning them to beware of unauthorized in- 
truders. 

At the time of these visitations, confirmation^ with 
imposition of hands, was administered to such as had 
been previously baptized. Thus did St. Paul lay his 
hands on those disciples of John at Ephesus, who had 
been baptized into the name of Christ"^ ; and thus, 
according to a more exact and particular relation, 
ifid Peter and John lay their hands on those disciples 
at Samaria', who had been converted and baptized 
by Philip, the Deacon, " who, though full of the Holy 
Ghost, left their confirmation, as an act which ex- 
ceeded the limits of his office, to be performed by 
those superior ministers, to whom it belonged." Con- 
firmation is confessedly an ordinance of Apostolical 
institution, and was exclusively administered by the 
Apostles. They also took a chief part in the con- 
gregations, in which they were present, in the cele- 
bration of the death of Christ ; and it is certain that 
the words of institution', primarily relate to their 

' Acts viii. 14. ^ Acts xix. 22. » I Cor. iv. 17. xvi. 10. 

" 2 Cor. viii. 17. '^ Eph. vi. 22. <> Col. iv. 8, 9. p 1 Thess. 
iii,*2. *» Acts xix. 6. "^ Acts viii. 17- * Lukexxii. 19. 
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administration, but not in such a manner, as to ex- 
clude that of the inferior orders, since St. Paul repeats 
them in his Epistle to the Corinthians^, at a time 
when no one superior to a prophet was re$ident 
among them. On the same occasion he speaks of 
the cup which we bless, and of the bread which we 
break" ; and when the disciples were assembled at 
Troas to break bread, Paul preached to them ; and 
when the principal design of their nieeting was delayed 
by the long discourse of St. Paul, by the accident of 
Eutychus and the Apostles miraculous recovery of 
him, they seem to have waited the leisure of Paul, 
till he came up again, and had broken bread and 
eaten '^. That they werje in the habit of administering 
baptism, does not appear. St. Paul expressly declares, 
'that he had not baptized any of the Corinthians, but 
Crispus and Gains and the household of Steplianas, 
and that Christ indeed had not sent him to baptize, 
but to preach the Gospel''. Persons converted by 
the preaching of the Apostles were immediately bap- 
tized; but it is not reported that the Apostles offi- 
ciated on the occasion. Cornelius on his conversion 
by St. Peter was with his family immediately baptized; 
but the names of those who baptized them are not 
specified, though Peter is certainly excluded*: the 
converted gaoler and his family may have been bap- 
tized by Silas ^ ; and the Ephesian disciples by Timo- 
thy or Erastus ^ : and it is an important coincidence, 
that when Jesus made and baptized more disciples 
than John, yet Jesus himself baptized not, but his 



» 1 Cor. xi.^4, 25. " Ver. 16. « Acts xx. 11. y 1 Cor. 
i. 14, ^6, ir. ' Acts X. 48. » Acts xvi. 33. ^ Acts xix. 5. 
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disciples ' ; Jesus, who possessed the highest authority 
in the Churchy himself baptized not; but his disciples, 
tiie Apostles acting under him, baptized. After his 
ascension, his Apostles did not baptize. Is it unrea- 
sonable to assume, that, raised from an inferior office, 
to that higher rank, which Christ had himself pos- 
sessed, they observed in the administration of it the 
precedent and example which he had left ? 

If the distinctness of the Apostolic character, in- 
ferred from the exclusive powers of governing, judg- 
ing, ordaining, visiting, confirming, and not on bap- 
tiadng, require further illustration, it may be shewn, 
that their power was provincial, and comprehended a 
large extent of country, while that of other ministers 
was local, and confined to a particular spot. The 
commission of the Apostles ^ extended to all nations, 
to all the world, and to every creature, with no other 
restriction, than that they should begin at Jerusalem^; 
and St. Paul was sent without any limitation to the 
Gentiles. By virtue of this universal authority, the 
Apostolic College received the report of the conver* 
sion, and provided for the exigencies of the Church of 
Samaria^; and in connection with the elders decided 
the controversy concerning circumcision, and issued 
a decree in which they included the brethren of 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilieia,- and the Gentiles of other 
parts ^., On St. Paul, besides other offices, was im- 
posed the care of all the Churches**, of all the 
Churches which he had planted, in the concerns of 

^ John iv. 1, 2. ** Matt, xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15. « Luke 
xxiv. 47. ' Acts viii. 14. « Acts xv. ^3. xvi. 4. *• « Cor. 
xi. ^8. 
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which he took the most affectionate interest^ atid over 
which he presided with the most authoritative juris^ 
Action. The history of the Acts and occasional 
references in his Epistles^ are sufficient testimonies 
of his activity and diligence, in inquiring into tiieir 
<M)ndition and circumstances, in reproving th^r errors, 
in exhorting them to new alacrity, in supplying their 
deficiencies, in correcting their irregularities, and in 
ordaining and sending to them proper mii^sters. 
His preaching had extended from Jerusalem round 
about to Illyricum \ certainly to Rome, and proibably 
to Britain ; and without any precise definition of the 
geographical limits of his jurisdiction, the Qiunches 
lo which he addressed his Epistles are a line for mea- 
suring its extent; and it must be remembered, that 
he did not interfere in the provinces of others. But 
in process of time, in order to facilitate the execution 
of their commissions, and for the more effectual ad- 
ministration of their respective Dioceses, the Twdve 
distributed among themselves distinct portions of 
their universal province, and Faul admitted others td 
a particifmtion of his Apostolical authority. Thus he 
constituted Epaphroditus, Apostle of the Philippians ^ ; 
he left Titus in Crete, to set in order the things that 
were wanting, and to ordain elders in every city\ an 
expression which implies an extensive jurisdiction; 
and when he could no more personally visit them™» 
he deputed Timothy " to take charge of the Church 
of Ephesus, which certainly comprehended a plurality 
of elders, and was an ecclesiastical society so nume- 



» Rom. XV. 19. ^ PhU. ii. «S. » Titus i. S. « Acts 
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rous, as to be troubled mth teachers of strange doe- 
trine^ who had arisen from among themselves. While 
Paul claimed the Uncircumcisio», Peter claimed the 
Circumcision, whom he calls the strangers scattered 
abroad, throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia**, and among whom he fixed his seat 
originally at AntiochP. James was President of the 
Churches of Judea, which accounts for his stationary 
residence in the city ; for his receiving the Apostles, 
when their occasions kd them to Jerusalem^ ; for his 
preeminence in the Council which was held there "^, 
and in the ordinary synod of the Presbyters • ; for the 
priority assigned to him, when he is mentioned in 
conjunction with other Apostles*; for Peter's wish, 
that James should be informed of his deliverance from 
prison^ ; and for the description of the prophets from 
Jerusalem, that they came from James*. In the 
prayer before the election of Matthias, the words, 
" that he might go to his own place y,** applied to 
Judas, convey a truth indeed, but one which was very 
obvious, and of which the distinct mention was un- 
necessary; and they are more naturally connected 
with the election of Matthias, that he might take this 
ministry and apostleship, that he might go to his own 
place, and occupy his proper rank in the Church, and • 
discharge it in the station, which should be appointed 
to him. In the time of St. John, an Angel ruled 
each of the seven Asiatic Churches; and records are 
extant, which determine the limits of the jurisdiction 

<> 1 Peter i. 1. p Galat. ii. 11. ^ Acts xxi. 18. ^ Acts 
XV. 1^. « Acts xxi. 18. ^ Galat. ii. 9. " Acts xii. 17. 
* Galat. ii. 12. y Acts i. 25. 
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of the Apostles and Apostolic men. Inferior mioisters 
were charged with the care of a particular flock % aftd 
seem to have had a settled place of residence and a 
local ministry; as Philip the Deacon at Csesarea% 
Archippus at Laodicea^, and other persons in other 
situations. 

•It requires considerable attention to investigate the 
order of Presbyters^ as distinguished from that of 
Apostles ; and the difficulty is increased by the variety 
of titles which they bear, and the want of a spe- 
cific and characteristic office. The origin of the 
order is not recorded, unless it be a continuation of 
that of the Seventy, whose dissolution is not regis- 
tered ; of whom there is not the most distant intima- 
tion that their office was limited in time as well as 
circumscribed in extent ; whose powers, on the execu- 
tion of their first commission % were renewed rather 
than terminated ; and after the resurrection were not 
revoked or superseded, as those of the Apostles were 
confirmed and enlarged ; and whose authority may 
probably have been comprehended in our Lord's fa- 
miliar discourse concerning the kingdom of God**, in 
the interval between the resurrection and ascension, 
especially as the signs which should follow them that 
believe * are equally appropriate to the Seventy and to 
the Presbyters. We have the authority of the Apostle 
for asserting, that God set in the Church ^ a second 
order of Prophets, between the Apostles who held the 

« Acts XX. 28. 1 Peter v. 2. » Acts xxi. 8. ^ Col. iv. 17. 
* Luke X. 19. ^ Acts i. 3. * Mark xvi. 17, 18. Luke x. 19. 
James v. 14, 15. ' 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
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firsts and the Deacons who occupied the third degree. 
The order was therefore of divine origin and institu* 
tion : the time of its appointment, which was certainly 
previous to the ascension^, is the only remaining 
difficulty ; to the removal of which it may be observed, 
that St. Peter speaks of the necessity of nominating 
to the vacant Apostleship one of those, who had com- 
panied with the Apostles all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among them ^ ; and this de- 
scription is strictly applicable to the Seventy, whose 
appointment immediately succeeded that of the Apo- 
stles, and some of whom before that period might be 
personally acquainted with the Lord. The persons 
nominated in conformity with these instructions were 
Matthias and Barsabas'. Barsabas, on a subsequent 
occasion of the mission to Antioch, is in conjunction 
with Silas described as chief men among the brethren ^, 
chosen men of their own comprvfiy*, and lastly as 
being prophets themselves". If therefore Barsabas 
was a Prophet, and also one of the Seventy, it follows 
that the Prophets or Presbyters and the Seventy are 
one and the same order ; in which may also be num- 
bered Silas, Barnabas, Simeon Niger, Lucius of Gy- 
rene, and Manaen, who are reckoned among the pro- 
phets and .teachers at Antioch ", and some of whom 
may be the same as came from Jerusalem*^. Mention 
is made of the Presbyters of Jerusalem ; and on the oc- 
casion of their first introduction into the history, when 
the contributions from 'Antioch were sent to the 
Elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul p, they are 

B Ephes. iv. 11. ^ Acta i. 21. » Acts i. 23. * Acts xv. 22. 
' Ver. 25. *» Ver. 32. * Acts xiii. 1. «» Acts xi. 27. p Ver. 30. 
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represented as an order known and established, and 
recognized by a separate Church, though there is no 
account of their or(Unation, or of the institution of 
their ofl&ce, unless their identity with the Seventy be 
admitted. That more names of the Seventy or Pres- 
bjrters are not extant, and that the origin of their 
ministry is not more distinctly marked, will not ap* 
pear a reasonable exception to the argument, when it 
is recollected, how little mention is made of many 
even of the Apostles ; that the nomination and divine 
preference of Matthias comprise the sum and sub- 
stance of his history ; and that of the seven Deacons, 
Stephen and Philip are the only two of whom we 
have any memorial. In vindication of this want of 
scriptural information concerning the Apostolical mi- 
nistries, it must be remembered, that the Apostles 
were themselves acquainted with their origin; that 
the Churches gladly acknowledged the authority of 
those whom the Apostles sent, and were perhaps in- 
structed concerning them in private conferences, or 
in the traditional ordinances, to which frequent allu- 
sion is made. 

With the title of Prophets or Presbyters, appro- 
priated to the second order, that of Bishops, in its 
scriptural signification, is synonimous. This opinion, 
which is recommended by the most respectable au- 
thority, and on the most mature conviction of its 
truth, will &cilitate the inquiry into the constitution, 
and illustrate the consistency and harmony of the 
triple order, of the Apostolic Church. The term 
Bishop, and the corresponding term in the ori^nal 
in its several inflexions, occurs but seldom in the 
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Scriptures ; and in its primary sense^ denoting a su- 
perintendant, an inspector, a superior or overseer, is 
appropriated by the Apostles to such as have the over- 
sight of the flock of Christ. It is first used in relation 
to the Ephesian elders ^, who were the overseers, the 
Bishops of the Church, tx-io-xorou;. Their number is 
indefinite, but certainly plural, acting as Presbyters 
over the several Churches in the neighbourhood; 
they were probably ordained, as they had been ear- 
nestly instructed for three years by St. Paul, whose 
authority they acknowledged, and on whose summons 
they now attended his visitation, and received his final 
charge. To them he addressed an Epistle ; he sta- 
tioned Timothy among them with apostolic<nl autho- 
rity; and the last mention of them is when John 
addressed the letter to the angel of the Church of 
Ephesus ^. In the same manner, possessing in his 
own person the apostolical or supreme authority, he 
salutes the Church at Philippi, with the Bishops and 
Deacons % with the two subordinate orders of the mi- 
nistry acting in inferior capacities under him. St. Peter, 
though he accommodates himself to the Presbyters, 
as their fellow-presbyter, yet in the fulness of the 
apostolical authority exhorts these Presbyters to feed 
the flock which was among them, overseeing it^, 
fsrwxovowTgj, possessing over it episcopal power, which 
they were not to abuse. St. Peter also applies to 
Judas the words of the Psalmist, .His bishopric let 
another take"; but Judas never attained the highest 
degree of the Christian ministry, which during his 
life belonged exclusively to Christ, and not to the 

*i Acts XX. 28. ' Rev.ii. 1. • PhiLi. 1. * 1 Peter 
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Apostles, who together with Judas were entitled to 
the Bishopric, or inspecting office, only in their 
subordinate capacity. St. Paul, in his Epistle to Ti- 
mothy, whom he had invested with apostolical power 
iit Ephesus, and to Titus, to whom he had committed 
the same charge in Crete, advising them how to con- 
duct themselves in the Church of God, states the qua- 
lifications required in a Bishop^ \ and the meaning 
is determined by the purpose for which Titus was left 
in Crete, to ordain Elders in every city ^i nor were 
they to be novices, persons newly converted to the 
faith, lest being lifted up with pride, they might fall 
into the snare of the devil ^ ; but persons who had been 
instructed in the truth with care and attention, and 
severely tried and approved ; persons on whom the 
hand was not laid suddenly ; a caution which the Apo- 
stle recommended by his own practice, in not ordain- 
ing ministers at the first conversion of a country, ex- 
cept, as at Ephesus, he remained there a sufficient time 
to attain a competent knowledge and experience of 
their character. In all these passages. Bishops and 
Elders are synonimous terms : and it appears, that 
Paul and Peter, Timothy and Titus, possessing supe- 
rior or apostolical power in the Church, did rule, and 
were authorized to ordain. Bishops or Presbyters, who 
held but secondary and local power in the Churches 
to which they were severally appointed. The use of 
the term Bishop .in succeeding times, to denote the 
superior order, may have been an act of reverence and 
compliment to the Apostles, whose peculiar title men 
trot properly Apostolic may have thought themselves un- 
worthy to assume: and it is the less necessary to refute 

» 1 Tim. iii. 2. Titus i. 7. y Titus i. 3. « 1 Tim. iii. 6. 
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the opinion^ that the word Bishops, in its scriptural 
lind ecclesiastical use, denote one and the same degree 
of ministry, because it is not even alleged, and it can 
never be proved, that the scriptural Bishop ever pos- 
sessed the powers, or performed the acts of govern- 
ment, judgment, or ordination, which properly dis- 
^guish the Apostle and the modern Bishop from the 
Presbyter. The mere question of names and titles is, 
however^ not material or important ; and it may be 
conceded, that they are used by the sacred writers 
indiscriminately and without precision. Our Lord 
himself is called Apostle and High Priest*; Bishop 
and Pi^stor ^ ; and Minister or Deacon ^. The deci- 
sion of the controversy rests not on the meaning of 
ambiguous or equivocal words, but on the evidence of 
facts, and the unequal distribution of ecclesiastical 
power. 

The office of Prophets, Presbyters, or Bishops, was 
subordinate to that of the Apostles, in whose delibe- 
rations they concurred **, -though it may be without 
power of originating any measure themselves, or pos- 
sessing a definitive voice; and in conjunction with 
whom they laid hands on persons ordained®. Their 
principal office however appears to have been, to offi- 
ciate in their respective congregations ^ ; to pray and 
to preach, and perhaps to interpret the words of others, 
who spoke in an unknown tongue ; to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers by the soundness of their 
doctrine ^; and to pray for such sick persons as should 

» Heb. iii. 1. ^ 1 Peter ii. 25. *= Matt. xx. 28. ^ Acts 
XV. 6. « 1 Tim. iv. 14. ^ 1 Cor. xiv. 16, 24, 26—29. 
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send for them, to aiioint them with oil in the name of 
the Lord, and to proiKMinee forgiveness of the sins 
which they had committed ^. 

There is no danger of confounding the order of 
Deacons, Evangelists,. Teaehiers, ar Helps, which are 
synoniraous designations of the same office, of whieb 
the institution is expressly recorded ', and to which 
the third rank in the Christian ministry is assigned bjr 
the Apostle ^, with that of Presbyters, whose origin is 
less distinct, or that of the Apostles, by whom they 
were ordained. It has been conjectured, that the 
young men, who carried Ananias and Sapphira to their* 
burial^, were of this order, and were the Deacons of 
the Church of Jerusalem, whose partiality in the dis* 
tribution of alms provoked the murmurs of the 
Grecians ^ ; and if this conjecture be admitted, the 
younger man", whom Timothy was to rebuke as a 
brother, and whom Peter required to submit to the 
elders, will appear to be designated by their office 
rather than by their age. The expression is used bjr 
our Lord in recommending humility to his disciples, 
of whom he enjoins him that would be great or chiei^ 
to be as the younger, or as a minister or deacon** ; in 
which capacity, while they held the third degree in the 
Christian ministry, the Seventy acted under Christ the 
Governor. 

The specific end of their institution was to super- 
intend the distribution of alms^; and it is expressly 

** James v. 14, 15. » Acts vi. 1—6. ^ 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
Eph. iv. 11. * Acts V. 6. "» Acts vi. 1. " 1 Tim. v. 1. 
1 Pet. V. 5. <» Matt. xxi. 26, Luke xxii. 26. p Acts vi. 1, 3. 
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recovded, tliat tliey baptised those whom they had 
previously converted by their preaching**. St. Paul 
in his travels was usually accompanied by one of this 
^rder, which was considerably enlarged after its insti- 
tution by the onUnation of other persons ; and the per- 
petuation of the office, and the importance attached to 
it in the Church of Christ, appear from the instructions 
given to Timothy, concerning the qualifications of 
those who undertook the Deaconship, and from the 
trial which they were to undergo : ** Likewise must 
the Deacons be grave, not double tongued, not given 
to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre, holding the 
mystery of faith in a pure conscience ; and let these 
also first be proved ; then let them use the office of a 
Deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their 
wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all 
things. Let the Deacons be the husbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and their own houses well ; for 
they that have used the office of a Deacon well, pur- 
chase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness 
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus ^.^ Their office 
was of a probationary nature ; and if they were found 
feithfiil and worthy in the execution of it, they were to 
be advanced to a higher degree of ministerial power. 
Of this order, besides the seven who were first or- 
dained, were Luke ® and Mark*, Paul's companions in 
his travels; Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus^ 
at Corinth ; Tychicus % a messenger on various occa- 
sions at Ephesus; the Deacons at Philippic ; Epa- 



*i Acts viii. 12, 13, 38. ^ 1 Tim. iii. 8—13. • 2 Tim. 
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phras, and perhaps Onesimus at Colosse% , and 
Archippus at Laodicea *. 

The office of Deaconesses or Widows^ was also 
included in the constitution of the Apostolic Church ; 
but it was liable to abuse, and was of short duration. 
Certain qualifications were required of them, and 
they were allowed to partake of the bounty, of the 
Church. 

« Col. i. 7. iv. 8. » Col. iv. 17. ^ Romans xvi. L 

1 Tim. V. 2— 16. 



95 



SECTION IV. 

UNITY, DIVISION, UNIFORMITY, AND COMMUNION OF 
THE APOSTOLIC CHURCHES, AND PERPETUITY OF 
THE ORDER ESTABLISHED BY THE APOSTLES. 

• 

By these different orders of Apostles, Presbyters, 
and Deacons, were the affairs of the Apostolic Ciiurch 
administered, and the fellowship and doctrine of the 
Apostles were maintained. The unity of each sepa- 
rate congregation was preserved by the respectful and 
i^ectionate attention which the private members paid 
to those who were over them in the Lord ; and they 
were united, as members with the body, with the 
whole society of their fellow Christians, by the mutual 
dependence of the several orders upon each other, of 
the people on their proper ministers, of the ministers 
on the Apostles, and of the Apostles on Christ, who 
was the Head over all. The unity of Christians was 
unity of faith and profession, with one mind and one 
mouth glorifying God% and being perfectly joined 
together in die same mind and in the same judgment^: 
unity of practice, walking by the same rule*; unity of 
sacraments, for there was but one baptism ^^ and all 
were baptized by the one spirit into the one body*; and 
being many, they were but one bread and one body, for 
they were all partakers of the one bread ^ ; and unity 
of order, keeping the ordinances which were delivered 
to them ^, and not setting minister in opposition to 

* Rmb. XT. 6. ^ 1 Cor. i. 10. « Phil. iii. 16. ^ Eph. 

iv. 8. * 1 Cor. xii. 13. ' 1 Cor. x. 17. « 1 Cor. xi. 2. 
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minister *\ This unity is illustrated by the unity of 
members in a body \ of branches in a tree \ and of a 
building constructed of various materials^ and divided 
into different apartments^ resting on one common 
foundation ' : by the unity of Christ with God ", and 
by the unity of the Spirit °; and the Apostle enforces 
his recommendation to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, on the argument, that there is but 
one body and one Spirit, even as we are called in one 
hope of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and dirougfa 
all, and in all ^ : an argument which is followed by an 
exposition of the order of the Church, from its first 
institution to its final establishment in universal imiiy 
and perfection p. 

Schism, which in its original sense ^^ evidently de- 
scribes a wilful separation, effected by violence, rending 
that which was before entire,** in its scriptural use 
may be defined, ^^ an open violation of Church unity, 
when individuals assume to themselves a power either 
of forming new communions, or of instituting new 
rites, or of creating a new ministry, in opposition to 
such as have been established by regular authority, as 
being tJie ministry and ordinances originally of Apo- 
stolic institution.** The nature of it may be collected 
from the first four chaptei*s of the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, whose schismatical disposition and prao- 



^ 1 Cor. i. 12. iii. 4. ' Rom. xii. 5. 1 Cor. xii. 27. Eph. 

V. 30. ^ John XV. 5. » 1 Cor. ili. 9. Eph. H. 21. 1 Pet. 

ii. b. ™ John xvii. 21. » Eph. iv. 4. • Eph. iv. 3— «. 
» Eph. iv. 11—16. 
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tices htkd been refM>rted to the Apostle, who took im- 
mediate occasion of exposing the sinful and pernicious 
quality of sehisiti, and of adjuring them in the most 
.earnest and affectionate manner that it might not pre- 
vail among them, and that they would be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment^. He reproves them for being carnal, and 
walking as men % and not after the ordinance of God; 
for withdrawing themselves from their proper minis- 
ters, and following favourite teachers*, after their own 
choice and discretion ; for attributing to them extra- 
ordinary powers, instead of ascribing the effect to Grod's 
blessing on their common endeavours ^ ; instead of 
esteeming them as labourers together with God ", and 
holding them all in equal estimation, as ministers of 
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God *. In a 
i»ubsequent part of the Epistle, he resumed the subject 
as it affected their public assemblies in the Church, 
and their nianner of celebrating the Supper of the 
Lord y, and as it interrupted and destroyed the mu- 
tual connection and dependence which had been esta- 
blished and were necessary in the spiritual body of the 
Church''; and he teaches them, that the extraordinary 
and miraculous gifts of their teachers, for which they 
f*o highly valued them, would profit them nothing, if 
they were without charity % and tended to dissolve the 
unity of the Church. In the Epistle to the Galatians, 
under the name of contentions or variance ^ he plaeea 
it among those works of the flesh, which he that 

^ 1 Cor. i. 10. ' 1 Cor. iii. 3. • 1 Cor. i. 12 iii.4. * 1 Cof!' 
iii. 5—10. " 1 Cor. iii. 9. » 1 Cor. iv. 1. r 1 Cor. xi. 
17, 18. « 1 Cor.xii. 25. • 1 Cor. xiii. 1, «, 3. ^ Galat. 
▼. W. Compare 1 Cor. i. II. iii. 3. 
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commits cannot inherit the kingdom of God : and 
under the same name of bitter envying and strife % 
St. James deprecates the spirit of glorying and l)ang 
against the truth, and describes the source of con- 
fusion and of every evil work. St. Paufs notion 
©f schism, as an infringement of ecclesiastical ol?dcr, 
corresponds with the terms in- which St. Jude refers 
to the gainsaying of Core^, who disputed and opposed 
the authority of Aaron, and assumed to himself and 
to the congregation an equal degree of holiness*. 
Awful was the punishment of Corah and his company, 
and its counterpart in the Christian Church was 
most severely reprobated by the Apostle expressly as 
a 'species of schism. "These be they who separate 
themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit ^.^ They 
are the same with the unrighteous persons, of whom 
St. Peter writes, that they walk in the lust of un- 
cleanness, atid despise government ; presumptuous are 
they, self-willed ; they are not afraid to speak evil of 
dignities^.** 

' By the communication of the state of particular 
Churches to the Apostles, and by their immediate in- 
tferference in the correction of errors and abtrsesj an 
uniforf^ order was preserved in the several Cliiirches 
tinder their jurisdiction. The Apostolic letters were 
not addressed to single and detached, but to nume- 
rous congregations, under the charge of different mi- 
nisters, and connected with each other by their com- 
mon acknowledgment of the same Apostle or Eccle- 
siastical Governor. The second Epistle to the Co- 

« James iii. 14, 16. *» Jude 11. « Numb. xvi. 3. ^ Ji^de 19. 
K S Peter ii. 10. 
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rinthians was iaddressed not only to the Church of 
God which was at Corinth, but to all the saints which 
were in all Achaia ^ : that unto the Churches of Ga- 
latia^, and probably that to the saints who were at 
Ephesus, and to all the faithful in Christ Jesus^, were 
provincial, which may be the reason that no private 
salutations are annexed to them : that to the Colos- 
sians, and that to Laodicea \ were circular, and to be 
read in the congregations at both places. The writer 
also uses a very different style in addressing the 
Churches, which he had himself converted, and those 
which had been converted by the ministry of others : 
in the latter the Apostolical authority is suppressed, 
or only insinuated ; the censures and exhortations are 
distant and general ; in the former the authority is 
openly asserted and maintained; ecclesiastical rules 
are enforced, and the neglect or observance of them 
is made the occasion of direct and unreserved censure 
or approbation. St. Paul commended the Corinthians, 
because they kept the ordinances which he had deli- 
vered unto them " ; he exhorted the Thessalonians 
to be stedfast in keeping them"; and he rejoiced in 
beholding the order** of the Colossians, and the regu- 
larity with which they celebrated the ordinances of the 
Church. These ordinances were delivered either by 
word, and by the personal ministry of the Apostle, 
when he was present with them ; or by letter sent 
to them during his absence ; or by the authority of 
persons whom he had deputed to visit them, and to 
set in order the things which were wanting. Of these 
ordinances it would be unreasonable to expect a full 

* 2 Cor. 1. 1. » Galat. i. 2. ^ Ephes. i. 1. » Coloss. 
iv. 16. » 1 Cor. xi. 2. ■ 2 Thess. ii. l^ iii. 6. ♦ Col, ii. ^. 
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and' specific account in the relative circumstances of 
die Apostle, and of the Churches under his directioif. 
It may however be collected, that they prescribed the 
celebration of the first day of theweek^in the public corv- 
gregation, with a collection for the relief of the saints p ; 
the manner of celebrating the Supper of the Lord**; 
die order of the public ministrations ' ; the silence 
of women", and the dress of men and women in the 
congregation*; the measure of relief which was due to 
widows"; the respect which was owing to ministers, and 
the relation which subsisted between them and the pri- 
vate members of the congregation., The instructions to 
Timothy concerning prayers, supplications, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks *, compared witli the Amen 
which followed the prophets' giving of thanks y, with 
certain prayers of the Apostles, which they seem to have 
concurred in ofiering^, and with the form in which our 
Saviour delivered his prayer to the Disciples ", in the 
entire absence of any contradictory evidence, render 
it not improbable that a premeditated Liturgy was in 
use in the Apostolic age. The few prayers which are 
preserved in the New Testanient *, are of a simple con- 
.struction, resembling Collects, consisting of adoration 
<and supplication, to which is added in one instance 
intercession, and occasionally a doxology* A form 
of baptism was certainly prescribed by the Lord% 
though there is no record of the Apostolical use of 
i\ : and t\^t form of administering the Eucharist was 

' 1 Cor. xvi. 1. *» 1 Cor. xi. 23. ' 1 Cor. xiv. 27—31. 
.• 1 Cot. xiv. 34. ^ 1 Cor. xi. 4, 5. " 1 Tim. v. 4—10. « 1 Tim. 
ii. I. y I Cor. xiv. 16. » Acts i. 24,26. iv. 24/30. * Luke 
xi. 2. ^ Matt. vi. 9 — 13. Luke xi. 2—4. Matt. xxvi. 39—42. 
Mark xiv. 36. Liike xxii. 42. John xi. 41, 42. xii. 87, M. Acts 
iv «4, 25. iv. 24— ja « Matt xxviii,.3p, . : / 



101 

proposed by him, and maintained by St. Paul^. The 
one feith % the form of sound words, which Timothy 
had received, and was required to hold fast ^, and the 
stipulation of a good conscience % have been supposed 
to relate to a creed or summary of the Christian faith i 
and from the original word, in which St. Luke speaks 
of the instruction of Theophilus^ and of ApoUos', it 
would seem that catechising was an Apostolic insti- 
tution. Such conclusions may appear to some more 
fanciful than solid ; and it is conceded^ tliat positive 
evidence is very deficient. It is however a plain re- 
cord of ecclesiastical practice, that the disciples con- 
tinued in the Apostles* doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and of prayers^ ; and it is an un- 
doubted inference from the Apostolical Letters, that it 
belonged to the congregation not to make, but to ob- 
'serve, the ordinances of the Church, the regulation of 
which was the prerogative of the Apostles, which St. 
Ptul jealously maintained even over spiritual persons, 
reserving to himself at some future period the dispo- 
sition of ecclesiastical afllairs, which required his su- 
perintendance, but of which either his absence or his 
other engagements would not allow an immediate de- 
termination. With the received order of the several 
Churches the Apostles themselves conformed ; Peter 
during his abode at Antioch adopted the customs of 
the Gentiles, and ate with them '; and Paul, in his last 
irisit at Jerusalem, followed the instruction of James 
and the Elders, and submitted to the Mosaic ritual, 
which they retained^". 

* Matt. xx?i. 37. Mark xiv. «^. Luke xxii. 19, TO. 1 Cor. xi. 
U. • Eph. iv. 5. f 9 Tim. i. 13. « 1 Peter Hi. SI. »» Luke 
i. 4. > Acts xviii. 25. ^ Acta ii. 4S. . ^ Gflat ii. IS. " Acts 

xxL i8,sr. 
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This uniformity^ which prevailed in the several 
Apostolic districts, was extended throughout the whole 
kingdom of Christy by the conferences of the Apostles^ 
when they met .together in an oecumenical council at 
Jerusalem. It has been denied, that these priinitive 
assemblies had the nature of a council^ as the persons 
assembled were rather ministers of a particular Churchy 
than representatives of distinct and detached congre^ 
gations. It is not necessary to invalidate this excep- 
tion, so far as relates to the assembly of the Church 
on the election of Matthias", and the day of Pentecost**, 
when the Church was exclusively Jewish, without iany 
admission of Gentile converts. The complaint of the 
Grecians against the Hebrews p, which led to the elec- 
tion of the Seven Deacons, is the first regular inti- 
mation of a plurality of congregations under the Apo- 
stles, though before this period the disciples were too 
numerous to assemble in a single place. After the 
enlargement of the Ecclesiastical borders by the con- 
version of the Samaritans ^ ; by Peter's commission to 
Cornelius % when he unlocked the gates of the king7 
dom of heaven to the Gentiles, and which w:as imme-* 
diately followed by the establishment of a numerous 
Church at Antioch^ ; and by the yet more comprehen- 
sive labours of St, Paul ; the Apostles did not again 
assemble, but as a general Council ; not indeed as der 
puties, for there was none who presumed to depute 
them, but as voluntary representatives of the Univerr 
sal Church. The Erst general Council was held at 
Jerusalem, either on the report of the conversion qf 
Samaria, or more probably on the reference from An- 

» Acts i. 14. • Acts ii. I. p Acts vi. 1. < Acts viii. 12. 
' Acts X. 'Acts xi. 19, 30, 21. 
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lloch, of the dispute concerning circumcision \ when 
Paul and Barnabas appeared as the advocates of the 
Gentiles, and Peter as the minister of circumcision, 
and James acted as president ; an honour to which he 
was entitled, from his affinity to the Lord, and from 
his local preeminence as Bishop of Jerusalem. To 
this Council the Presbyters were admitted ; and the 
decision, which was formed on the most mature deli- 
beration, and with th^ concurrence of all that were 
present, and was delivered with the most impressive 
solemnity and authority, was inscribed in the name 
of the" Apostles, and Presbyters, and Brethren. 
On a former occasion, when St. Paul arrived in Jeru- 
salem to make his report, he saw none but Peter and 
James " ; and when after an interval of fourteen years 
he again visited Jerusalem, James, Cephas, and John, 
who seemed to be pillars, gave to him and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship*. At his last return to 
Jerusalem, James only with the Elders were present T. 
The other Apostles were probably executing their 
office in the different provinces, which the ecclesias- 
tical annals assign to them. 

The form of ecclesiastical government of which the 
Apostolical constitution has been traced through all the 
writings of the New Testament, and to which they all 
bear testimony clear and convincing, various and con- 
current, was designed for perpetual and universal 
use. As the kingdom of Christ was not of this world *, 
the method of its government was not variable in con- 
formity with the fluctuating notions of human expe- 

* Acte XV. «. » GaUt. i. 18, 19. » Galat. ii. 9. y Actj 
xxi. 18. * John xviii. 36. 

h4 



104 

dience ; itt^d as the divine Master was te subdue all 
things to himself) the pride and prejudices, the hu-^ 
mours and passions, the imaginations and conceits of 
men, were to be reduced under one scheme of eccle«» 
siastical polity, one rule of moral dqty, and one code 
of religious &ith. The order of the Church was to be^ 
coextensive with the belief of the Gospel, which it 
was appointed to propagate and preserve, even as a 
golden candlestick % to exhibit and sustain tlie light of 
evangelical knowledge, or as the column and base oi 
a building, which supports the truth ^ In the wade 
circuit through which the Apostles preached the 
Gospel, among Jews and Gentiles, at Rome and 
Athens, in Samaria and Jerusalem, they must have 
met with men of opposite habits and dispositions, acr 
tuated by different prejudices and prepossessions, and 
disposed to various forms of religious worslup and 
civil polity ; and had they accommodated themselves 
to the peculiar views of their liearers, they might have^ 
established a sovereign priest in the household of 
Caesar, an aristocratic council in the court of the 
Areopagus, and a popular assembly at Ephesus, where 
Demetrius and his craftsmen might have acted the 
demagogue. That they did tiot vaty their ministerial 
order, and that in all places they followed one com- 
mon plan, appears not only from the history of their 
Acts, but from detached occasional allusioils in tbe 
.Epistles, which they severally wrote, without previous 
communication with each other, to Churches widely 
rjemote in point of situation, and essentially distin- 
guished by manners and customs, in all of which they. 

• Rcv.LSO. ^ iTim. iii. 15. 
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^thcr reodgnize or recommend the iostitutian of one 
common form of ministerial order, to which they 
mdst htve mteribed an authority, which it became 
them fiot to oppose, and which in tiieir judgment 
must )uwe been adequate to the purpose for which it 
WW ordained; When the Apostles received their 
itiaX eommtssion, they received a promise of the pre* 
waee of Christ with them a/ways even to the end 
sf the world^ ; a promise which couM not be ful- 
filled in their persons, and which denoted the per- 
petuity of the order and office to which the promise 
was made. In reference to this commission, St. 
Pluil declares, that when Christ ascended up on high, 
he gave gifts unto men ; he gave some Apostles, and 
some Prophets, and some Evangelists, and some Pas- 
tors and Teachers; and these werie given for the work 
of the ministry, for the knitting together of the Saints, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ^ : gifts of which 
the use and necessity were not peculiar to a single 
age, but commensurate with the duration of the 
Christian Church* But that there might remain no 
question concerning their continuance and perpetuity, 
the Apostle expressly declares that these gifts were 
given and these offices were designed, until we all 
come, in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea- 
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ®; where 
the fulness of Christ denotes the complement of the 
Christian Church. Perpetual therefore must that 
order be concluded to be, which was to be blessed with 
the unfailing presence of Christ, which the Apostles 

« Matt, xxviu. W. *» Ephes. iv. 11, 12. • Ver. 13. 
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in the variety of their experience continually recom- 
mended, and which was part of the discipline of the 
kingdom which is not of this world, designed by the 
universal Father for the relief of common wants by 
common means, ^^ that we may be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and * carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning crafti- 
ness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; but, spealdng 
the truth in love, may grownup into him in all things, 
who is the head, even Christ ;• in whom the whole 
body fitly framed together, and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body to the edifying of itself in love^." 

' Eph. iv. 14, 15, 16. 
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SECTION V. 

Confirmation of the argument. 

M HE unity of the divine oeconomy appears Conspi- 
cupjusly in the relation which the Christian ministry 
bters to the Jewish priesthood, of which it is the con- 
tinuance and adaptation, rather than a new and ori- 
ginal constitution. The early Fathers frequently use the 
titles of the Levitical to denote the Apostolical hie- 
rarchy, and consider Judaism as typical Christianity^ 
and Christianity as the perfection of Judaism. The 
ministries of the two dispensations of Moses and of 
Christ agree in a triple form^ and ' the Apostles^ 
Presbyters, and Deacons of the one are coordinate 
with the High-priest, the Priests, and Levites of the 
other. The twelve Apostles instructing the people 
under Christ, answer to the twelve heads of tribes 
who were subject to Moses ; and the Seventy disciples 
of our Lord, to the same number of the heads of &r 
milies who were appointed according to the number 
of Jacob's family that went down with him into Egypt, 
and also according to the number of the Seventy men 
of the elders of Israel who were solemnly set apart for 
assisting Moses in bearing the burden of the people \ 
They correspond in their dependence on an invisible 
and heavenly Lord, the Levitical priesthood on Jeho- 
vah, the Christian ministry on Christ, who is the Head 
over all things to the Church. The inferiority of the 
Levites and the Deacons to the higher orders is the 
same in both institutions ; and the division of the 

J ■ ■ ■ ' i 

• Numb. xi. 16, 17. 
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Sons of Aaron into the separate orders of Priests and 
Levites is parallel with the Apostolical institution of 
the Deacons, as neither office was included in the 
commission which was originally and immediatelv 
from God. A coincidence has also been reniarktd 
in the time which elapsed between the call of Israel 
in Abraham and the establishment of the Je^'ikh 
Church in the land of Canaan, and between the birth 
of Christ and the admission of the Gospel to be the 
religion of the empire under Cbnstantine. 

It is conceded, that the ministers of the Gospfel are 
never individually or collectively, personally or ofiEh 
cially, called Priests in the New Testament ; and the 
appropriation of that title to the second order of the 
Christian ministry, in the Liturgy and offices of ordi-^ 
nation of the Church of England, must be vindicated, 
and the nature of the Christian priesthood be illus- 
trated, by other arguments, than a reference to the 
plain language of the Apostles* In some instances 
indeed the term Priest is equivalent to the more po- 
pular title of Minister ; in others, without reference 
to a proper priesthood, it is used only to exclude the 
ministration of a Deacon ; and the Author of the 
Ecclesiastical Polity does not only " rather term the 
one sort Presbyters than Priests, because in a matteir 
.of so small moment he would not willingly offend 
their ears, to whom the name of Priesthood is odious, 
though without cause ;** but he subjoins his opinion, 
that" in truth the word Presbyter doth seem more 
.fit) and in propriety of speech more agreeable, than 
Priest, with the drift of the whole Gospel of Jesus 
Christ"* Priest in its proper sense seems to imply a 
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sacrifice, but it can bear that 8eH«e only in a Mligion 
in which sacrifices are enjoined ; wl)icb is ni>t the 
character of the Christian religion, and was not the 
character of many of the heathen superstition^^ which 
nevertheless had their proper priests. Now though 
the writers of the New Testament do not call thenv- 
selves absolutely Priests, they use a word, Xtirou; yo^, of 
corresponding signification ; their ministry and the 
several acts of it are represented by the ancient pro- 
phets under the name of priesthood ^' and sacrifice ; 
and St. Peter calls the Church to which he addresses 
his first Epistle, a royal and holy priesthood, ordained 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ '. St. John also in the Revela- 
tion calls tlie Church of the redeemed Kings and 
Priests unto God"*. Tlie title which is assigned to 
the whole society, will not be denied to those who 
are more peculiarly its ministers ; and it will appear 
from other passages, that there is a spiritual AUaVy 
at which they serve ; a spiritual Sacrifice^ which 
they are ordained to offer; and other spiritual acts, of 
which Priests are the proper ministers. 

Anticipating the future sacrifice which should be 
offered in commemoration of himself, ratlier than 
adopting the popular language of the time, addressing 
hitnself to the multitude of his disciples, and not to a 
promiscuous assemblage of Jews, our Lord, admo- 
nishes them ; " If thou bring thy gift to the Altar ^ and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against 
thee, leave there thy gift before the Altar and go thy 

^ WvL\\s \x\ 6. Ixvi. ^l. « I Peter ii. &, 9. ^ liev. i. «. 
V. 10. XX. G. 
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Way ; first be irecoriciled to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift*.'* . This is the -^//ar ^ peculiar to 
the Christian temple, of which the Jews have no right 
to participate ; that Altar, furnished with the memo- 
rials of the death of Christ, where we should all en- 
deavour to partake of the same holy Eucharist. 

The only meritorious sacrifice for sin was offered 
once for ever upon the Cross ; and from the eternally 
meditated slaughter of that Lamb, which alone could 
take away the sins of the world, have power and effi- 
cacy been given to every other sacrifice, whether typi- 
cal or commemorative, whether offered in compliance 
t^th the tradition of the fathers, or in obedience to 
the positive institution of God. The errors of the 
Romanist, in relation to the sacrifice of the mass, have 
brought into discredit the primitive doctrine of the 
sacrificial character of the Lord's Supper; but the 
abuse is no exception to the use of that which is 
good, nor does the corruption of a doctrine invalidate 
the evidence of its original authenticity. St. Paul, in 
referring to the idolatries of the heathen, says, " The 
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 

devils and not to God ; and I would not that ye should 

• • • 

have fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink of the 
cup of the Lord and of the cup of devils : ye cannot 
be partakers of the Lord's table and of the table of 
devils ^y Here the cup of devils is plainly the same 
with the things sacrificed to devils, and the cup of 
the Lord must therefore be the same with that which 
is sacrificed to the Lord ; in both cases is a feast, in 

• Matt. v. ^, 24. f Heb. xiii. 10. i 1 Cor. x. 20, 21. 
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which the worshippers qptt of the sacrifice : and as in 
the sacrifice to devils, the Gentiles partook of the 
cup, or of the things set on the table of devils ; so in 
the sacrifice to the Lord, the Christians partook of 
the cup, or of the things set on the table of the Lord. 
On another occasion he says, " We have an Altar^ 
whereof they have no right to eat who partake of the 
tabernacle* ;** where the analogy of language requires, 
that the Altar should be understood by a metonymy 
for the Sacrifice placed on the Altar. It is also pro- 
bable, that the Apostle refers to the Eucharistical sa- 
crifice, when he says, " Grace has been given to me, 
that I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles, ministering the Gospel of God, that the 
offering up of the Gentiles, that is, that their oblation 
or sacrifice, may be acceptable, being sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost ; I have therefore whereof I may 
glory, or matter of glorying, through Jesus Christ, in 
things pertaining to God^" 

If under the words XsiTowjyo; and UjowfyotnTo, of which 
the former is indiscriminately used with fgggy^ by the 
Septuagint translators to denote a priest, and of which 
the latter is plainly equivalent to 6 ra fgj a ggya?*'!^'^^ 
by which the Apostle describes a pwest, a Jewish 
priest, one who ministers abouf holy things, and has 
a right to live and be maintained out of the revenues 
of the temple '', the Apostle does not specifically as- 
sume to himself the title oi spriest ; in the conclusion 
he at least adopts his own definition, that every high- 
priest taken from among men is ordained for men in 

*» Heb. xiii. 10. ' Rom. xv. 15, IG, 17- ^ 1 Cor. ix. \^. 
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things pertaining to God, r«^^f rov Oimv, that he may 
offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins^ Under this 
definition a priest is one who is a mediator for men 
in things which refer to God; a character unqnestion* 
ably appropriate to the Christian ministry, whose 
office is to stand in the capacity of ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech men by them, and 
to pray them in Christ^s stead to be reconciled to 
Gt)d "^ ; to declare to them the whole counsel of God"; 
to aduiit them into his holy society the Church^; to 
exclude the refractory and disobedient^ ; to restore 
and absolve the penitent "^ ; to pray for the sick, to 
rekiiit their sins, and it may be to receive their confes- 
sions*^ ; to labour fervently for them in prayers, that 
they may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 
God' ; and finally to give an account ^ of their labour 
and success : and great indeed will be the reward o( 
Uiose, who can present " every man to whom they 
have ministered perfect in Christ Jesus. Thus to 
present men holy, and unblameiible, and irreproach- 
able in his siglit, is part of the mediatorial character 
of Christ, whose sacerdotal not less than his regal 
office has devolved on his ministers, not indeed with 
the same fulness of authority, but in the subordt- 
nate gradation which all occupy towards the com- 
mon head; and as thepriesthood of Aaron descended 
upon his sons, that of Christ hath fallen upon his 
successors in the ministry of the Gospel. The Levi- 
tical priesthood was indeed typical of Christ, but the 

» Hel). V. I. "2 Cor. v. 90. » Acts \x. «7. ** Matt, 
xxviii 19. P Miitt. xviii. 18. John xx. 93. 1 Cor. v. 3 4, 5. 

Titus iii. 18. <i Alatt. xviii. 18. John xx. 93. 2 Cor ii. 7,8, JO. 
' James v. 14, 15, lo'. • Col. iv. 19. ' Heb. xiii. 17. 
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* :Ainctions assigned to them have been conferred with 
improved and enlarged powers on the ministers of the 
New Testament ; and if the ministration of death was 
glorious^ how shall not the ministration of the Spirit 
be rather glorious. If the ministration of condem- 
nation be glory, much more doth the ministration 
^f righteousness exceed in glory "". The children of 
Israel could not sted&stly behold the face of Moses 
for the glory of his countenance: the Apostles of 
Jesus were also eye-witnesses of his majesty, and they 
fell on their faces and were sore afraid, when they 
heard and saw what was done in the Mount ; how he 
was transfigured before them, and his face did shine 
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light ; 
and when he received from God the Father honour 
and glory, when there came such a voice from the 
excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased y. The Aaronical priesthood was 
empowered to pray for the cure, and to judge of the 
removal, of leprosy : the Apostles of Christ rfeceived 
power over all diseases, and to cast out devils. The 
office of the Jewish priest related to the body only ; 
that of the Christian comprehends the soul. The 
acts of the Sons of Levi consisted in forms and ordi- 
nances ; those of the successors of Christ are inspirit 
and in truth. The Jewish Church was a small and 
contracted family of temporary duration ; the Christian 
is not circumscribed by any limits of time or place. 
The Levitical ordinances were of a sanguinary cha- 
racter ; the Christian ministrations are full of purity, 

« 2 Cor. iii. 8, 9. y Matt. xvii. 2, 5. Mark ix. % Z, 7. Luk« 
ix. 29, 34, 35. 2 Pet. i. 16, 17. 
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mildness, and humanity. The pangs of the bleeding 
infant have been superseded by the use of water ; the 
many victims, whose blood stained the floor of the 
temple, are removed for the offering of a pure incense*, 
for the spiritual sacrifice of prayer and praise ; and 
doing good and mutual liberality are the sacrifices 
with which God is well pleased * : and the typical re- 
presentation of the death of Christ in the solemn 
feast of the Passover hath been succeeded by a com- 
memorative celebration, in which we plead the merits 
of his death, the only foundation of our hope of par- 
don, of acceptance, and of salvation. 

It is a powerful confirmation of the preceding ar- 
gument, concerning the Apostolic constitution of the 
Christian Church, that there are not only traces of 
this order registered in the Scriptures, but that in all 
ages, from the time of the Apostles to the present day, 
and in all places, from Moscow to Abyssinia, from 
Killala to Tanjore, wherever the religion of Christ 
exists, in whatever state of light or darkness, of purity 
or corruption, of vigour or decay, Episcopacy has been 
uniformly found to prevail ; and that before the Re- 
formation, there is no instance of a Church acknow- 
ledging any other than the Episcopal form of govern- 
ment. The Latin, the Greek, the Syrian, and the 
African Churches, extending over tlie largest portion 
of Christendom, have been governed by Bishops from 
the time of the Apostles ; the Lutheran Churches in 
Denmark and Sweden are governed by Bishops ; in 
Scotland the Episcopal form has survived the opposi- 

' Mai. i. 11. Rev. v. 8. • Heb. xiii. 16. 
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tion of its enemies^ and preserves its Apostolic order 
even under the entire extinction of its secular reve- 
nues ; the Church of England and Ireland, the highest 
star in the Christian hemisphere, shines with the su- 
perior light of an establishment, and sheds its light 
through its distant colonies from Canada to Bengal ; 
nor has the spark which it kindled, but neglected to 
cherish, been extinguished in the United States of 
America. That the Episcopal form was in some in- 
stances superseded at the time of the Reformation, 
will not be esteemed a valid objection, when a due 
consideration is entertained of the difficulties under 
which those Protestants laboured, who were not only 
not countenanced, but opposed by the civil powers ; 
of the indiscriminate zeal which was felt in other 
places against every thing which had been adopted 
at Rome ; and of the temptation, which the wealth of 
the Romish Church offered to the secular authorities, 
and which was too strong to be resisted : so that in 
Denmark especially, the only motive of the King 
Christian III. in reducing the temporal power of the 
Clergy, was to punish their opposition to his election ; 
and that he carried the measures of his resentment 
so far, as to provoke the remonstrance of Luther 
himself, " who wrote the king a letter from Germany, 
exhorting him to use the Clergy with more lenity; and 
though he disapproved of the doctrine, yet to pay due 
respect to the ministers of the ancient religion of the 
kingdom." Calvin and those who concurred with him 
in the formation of the Genevan discipline, and many 
other foreign divines, adverse as they were to the 
Romish hierarchy, were not unfriendly to a qualified 
Episcopacy; and in the Lutheran Churches of the 
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continent, although the Apostolical succession is in^ 
terrupted, and the Apostolical authority is caUed in 
question, it is nevertheless maintained, ^* that a cer-^ 
tain subordination, a diversity in point of rank and 
privileges among the Clergy, are not only highly use- 
ful, but also necessary to the perfection of Church 
communion, by connecting, in consequence of a mu- 
tual dependence, more closely together the menibers 
of the same body." On the various anomalies of the 
English Dissenters, it would be irrelevant to enlarge; 
but it was a strong testimony in favour of Episcopacy, 
which was given by the irregular appointment of a 
Bishop in America by John Wesley, who considered 
such an appointment indispensable to the preservation 
of order and the prevention of confusion amon^ his 
followers ; a transaction in which the ecclesiastical 
order was singularly inverted, so that the greater was 
blessed by the less, and of which the ostensible end 
and design were counteracted and destroyed, by the 
unprecedented temerity of one, who was no more 
than a presbyter, affecting to convey to a brother pres- 
byter an anomalous power, which he called Episcopal. 
The universality and perpetuity of the Episcopal form 
can be attributed to no other cause, than its divine 
institution and apostolical establishment. A tradition 
has been delivered from the beginning, which has been 
copied with various degrees of accuracy, and God 
hath maintained his own institution, and rendered it 
effectual to the end for which it was ordained. 

The difficulties of the contrary hypothesis are of 
such a nature, as to afford another confirmation of 
the Scriptural view which has been taken of the 
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divine or i^postolieal institution of Episcopacy. If an 
exact parity of Presbyters had been the ordinance of the 
* Apostles^ and the prelacy of Bishops an innovation 
on the original discipline^ it is reasonable to suppose^ 
that authentic records would have detailed the cir* 
cumstances of the usurpation, the occasion, the time^ 
the place, the name of the author and of his princi- 
pal adversaries and adherents. The volumes of ancient 
controversy of themselves, and without reference to 
Ecclesiastical history, determine the rise and progress 
of the several heresies which disfigured the primitive 
truth. The aspiring pride of the Bishop of Rome, 
in claiming preeminence over his fellow-bishops, is 
not left in obscurity ; nor is it doubtful, when the 
ministerial orders subordinate to the Deaconship 
were introduced. The imputed innovation of Bishops 
could not have been gradual and imperceptible. Parity 
and imparity admit of no degrees ; the introduction of 
the one immediately and of necessity destroys the 
other. The numerical difference of the ecclesiastical 
orders must have been obvious to all men ; nor could 
any incfividual in any place have assumed an authority 
over his fellows without making them sensible of his 
ambition, and provoking them to oppose his pre* 
sumption, at least from a jealousy of their own inde- 
pendence, if not from a more generous desire of 
maintaining the instituted government of the Church. 
The meekness and humility, the constancy and dis- 
interestedness of the primitive pastors, exempt them 
from all suspicion of meditating such an apostasy ; 
nor in the circumstances in which they were placed 
could they have any motive of undertaking the cares 
wiiich the Episcopal office laid upon them^ or of s)is- 
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taining the trials to which it exposed them, except 
the consciousness of acting in obedience to Christ, 
in conformity with his institutions, and in a faithful 
discharge of the trust committed to their care. If 
the imposition could have been conducted quietly and 
without offence in one small and remote society, it 
could not have been admitted in larger bodies with 
the same facility, nor adopted by a general conspiracy 
in all the numerous dioceses, in all the different regions, 
in which the Apostolic Church was established ; and 
while questions of the smallest importance, some of 
which related to matters of form, were vehemently 
agitated in the Church, there was no controversy on 
the origin or authority of Bishops among the orthodox, 
no reproaches from heretics, no cavils from unbe- 
lievers, before the fourth century, when the Presbyter 
Acrius, who had been disappointed in his attempts to 
obtain the Episcopal office for himself, proposed his 
schemes for reforming the doctrine and discipline of 
the Church. 

The origin of Episcopacy, considered as an innova- 
tion, is confessedly obscure; and while with an uncer- 
tainty most unfavourable to the argument some have 
condemned it as the child and others as the parent of 
the Papacy, the best and most respectable writers 
have concurred in attributing it to the third century. 
A priority of rank and dignity of one Presbyter above 
another is allowed to have obtained from the begin- 
ning ; and that the Bishops of the Cyprianic age pos- 
sessed a superiority of power and office also, has been 
proved by a writer, who has illustrated and defended 
the principles of this period with the most consum- 
mate judgment, and has exhausted the question by his 
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indefatigable industry in the collection of authorities. 
The question, as he states it, is not concerning the 
sole power, but concerning the chief power ; it is be- 
tween a powes superior to all other powers, and a 
power exclusive of all other powers ; between a power 
agaimit or without which no other powers can act, 
though they may in conjunction with it or subordi- 
nation to it, and a power destroying all other powers, 
or disabling them from acting. That the chief power 
belonged to the Cyprianic Bishops, appears from the 
titles which they bore, all of which implied a majority 
of power, not only over the laity or the inferior de- 
grees of the Clergy, but over the presbyters who were 
required to own it, and were commended for respect- 
ing, or condemned for not respecting it ; and from 
the manner in which Cyprian speaks of his colleagues, 
and of the College, as of a distinct and separate order 
of Bishops ; of his own administration of the Episco- 
pal government or discipline ; of the vigour of his 
Episcopacy ; of the authority of his chair ; and of his 
negative or tribunitial, his censorian, and his imperial 
and independent power. Such titles, importing a ma- 
jority of actual power, and not of nominal dignity 
only, are confirmed by the Episcopal prerogative^ 
The Bishops had power of making laws and ordir- 
nances, a power, which in certain instances they ex- 
ercised of themselves exclusively, though on suitable 
occasions they were willing to defer to the judgment 
and admit the presence of the people^ When they 
consulted even their presbyters, however, they pos- 
sessed a negative voice, by which they overruled and 
rendered of no effect tjie decision of the majority of 
presbyters who voted against them : and in provincial 

i4 



120 

councils they alone had the definitive voice. They 
had the jfBwer also of executing the laws which they 
had made ; of receiving reports from their presbyters, 
and of issuing such peremptory rules, as could not be 
disannulled. To them alone it belonged to baptize, 
to confirm, and to ordain ; to absolve such as had 
lapsed from the communion of the Church, and to 
reserve their cases to their own separate cognizance. 

It was the received principle of the Cyprianic age, 
and the faith of Cyprian himself, that Bishops were 
successors of the Apostles in the supremacy of £ccle<- 
siastical power, and that he was no true Bishop, who 
could not derive his succession from them. There 
could be but one Bishop in a city, who was the peer- 
less Pastor and sole Judge of the district ; and the 
schismatical bishops were usurpers, and acted in op* 
position to divine precept, to divine institution, and 
to divine tradition. It was believed, that the provi- 
dence of God was peculiarly manifested, in designating 
Bishops to their chairs, in protecting them in the 
execution of their office, and in conveying to them 
signal manifestations, with singular operations of the 
Spirit, and extraordinary revelations of the divine 
will. These articles of Cyprian's faith naturally imply, 
that he believed that Episcopacy was of divine right 
and institution ; that it was allowed and approved by 
God ; and was not an innovation on his ordinance. 
This divine right he positively asserted, deriving it 
from the power of the keys, which was given to St. 
Peter ; and in this assertion he was supported by his 
contemporaries ; by Dionysius ; by Origen, who was 
only a Presbyter, and therefore not interested in main- 
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taining the prelacy of Bishops ; by more than a huh- 
dred African Bishops, >irho were assembled in the 
Coundl of Carthage, and who concurred with Cyprian 
in writing various, synodicai Epistles, which are still 
extant ; by the Bishop and Clergy of Rome, and by 
the Bishops of Asia. This divine right of Episcopacy 
'^ was indeed the belief of all persons, of all orders, 
degrees, ranks, and qualities; Bishops, Presbyters, 
Deacons, inferior ministers, martyrs, confessors^ 
persevering Christians, perfidious lapsers, orthodox 
believers, heretics. Catholics, schismatics, clergy, 
laity, learned, unlearned. Not so much as one 
testimony in the monuments of that age to the con^ 
trary ; no article of the Christian faith more unani*- 
mously, more incontestedly, more universally re- 
ceived :" and the adversary is challenged to produce 
" one witness, of whatsoever quality, I \i411 not say 
formally deposing, but probably insinuating, that 
Prelacy was an human invention, an office introduced 
into the Church after the days, or by a lesser autho- 
rity, than that of the Apostles. 

" No age of the Church can be assigned, wherein 
Christians were closer adherents to divine authority, 
or stricter observers of divine institutions, or nicer 
requirers for divine warrant for every thing proposed 
to be received by them. Never an age, wherein innova- 
tions were more carefully guarded against, or human 
inventions more zealously rejected, or recessions from 
divine appointment more religiously remonstrated or 
repudiated." It was an age, in which the civil power 
afforded no protection to the Church ; which offered 
no temptation to the secular ambition of Ecclesiastics^ 
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who were exposed to persecution in proportion to the 
eminence of their station and degree. It was an age 
of much Ecclesiastical business, when many questions 
of polity and discipline were discussed in convocations 
of Ecdesiastics, and by means of synodical and epis- 
copal letters, and therefore well adapted for disco- 
vering the frame and constitution of Ecclesiastical 
government. It was an age of many learned men, 
whose writings would naturally contain the truth, 
and whose remaining works would presei*ve it to 
the present day. It was an age so near to that of 
the Apostles, that whatever claimed the authority 
of their institution, or professed to be in conformity 
with their practice, might be easily tried and «c- 
amined. Between the death of St. John, and Cy- 
prian's elevation to the see of Carthage, was an in- 
terval of not more than one hundred and fifty years ; 
an intei*val, during which the registers of Episcopal 
succession easily might be and actually were preserved ; 
an inteiTal, which did not allow time for gradually in- 
troducing any material changes in the government of 
the Church, and in which the memory of any sudden 
and immediate revolution could hardly be forgotten. 
The successor of a person, who had lived in the days 
of St. John, and had been an eye-witness of the dis- 
cipline which obtained in the Apostolic age and the 
forty years immediately succeeding it, might be con- 
temporary with persons who lived in theCyprianic age. 
Poly carp and Pothinus were contemporary with St. 
John. Irenseus, the immediate successor of the latter, 
died about the year of Christ 1 90 ; and it is certainly 
hot improbable, that his successor might see Cyprian, 
Bishop of Carthage. In the same manner Alexander, 
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Bishop of Jerusalem^ in the age of Cyprian, had been 
made the helper of Narcissus, who was born before 
the death of St. John. 

It is impossible to avoid the conclusion from this 
imperfect summary of an elaborate argument, that the 
prelacy of Bishops was not the invention of the 
Cyprianic age, but derived from a preceding period. 
That period was not the time of TertuUian, whom 
Cyprian was wont to call his master, and who required 
of the heretics to set forth the originals of their 
Churches, to reckon upon the order of their Bishops, 
go running down from the beginning, as that their 
first Bishop had one of the Apostles or Apostolic men 
for his author and predecessor : he calls these Bishops 
" traduces apostolici seminis^ scions from the stock 
of the Apostles ; and of their superior dignity he ob- 
serves, that the Priest, who is the Bishop, hath the 
sovereign power of Baptism ; afterwards the Presbyters 
and Deacons, not however without the authority of 
the Bishop. The same testimony concerning the 
succession and derivation of Bishops from the Apo- 
stles is borne by Junaeus, the disciple of Polycarp, and 
contemporary of TertuUian. Ignatius, who was con- 
stituted Bishop of Smyrna by St. John, frequently 
insists on the office and authority of Bishops, and ex- 
liibits the order of the Apostolic government, in re- 
quiring all to reverence the Deacons, ^s the ministers 
xA Jesus Christ, and in like manner the Bishop as 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, and the Pres^ 
byters as the senate of God, and College of the Apo- 
stles : without these it is not called a Church. Lastly, 
Clemens^ the fellow-laboiurer of St. Paul, who was 
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probably constituted Bishop of Rome by St. Peter^ 
writing to the Church of Corinth^ and applying the 
denominations of the Jewish priesthood to the Chris-r 
tian ministry, says, The chief priest has his proper 
offices, and to the Priests their proper place is ap- 
pointed, 'and to the Levites belong their proper mi- 
nistrations or deaconships, and the layman is confined 
within the bounds of what is commanded to laymen: 
and again ; The Apostles having preached the Gospel 
through countries and cities, constituted the first fruits 
of their conversions, whom they approved by the 
Spirit, Bishops and Deacons of those who should 
believe. 

There is therefore no interval between the Aposto- 
lic and Cyprianic ages, in which Episcopacy was not 
admitted and received : and shall it be said, that it 
originated even in the time of the Apostles ? Let the 
adversary beware, lest by the same arguments which 
lie uses against the hierarchy of the Church, he weaken 
the truth of the Gospel, which rests not on testimony 
more copious, more convincing, more contmuous, or 
more uninterrupted. Episcopacy was either of Apo^ 
stolical institution, or its early and universal establish- 
ment is miraculous. It was the conclusion of the 
learned Hammond, who argued against the imagina^- 
tion, that Episcopacy was the man of sin, which was 
working in the days of the Apostles : " If the parity of 
Presbyters had been established by Christ or by his 
Apostles, and had been extended in the Apostolic age, 
throughout the Universal Church, in such manner, 
that the pride of Episcopacy bad not dared to shew 
itself in any part of the first century, it would havfe 
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been impossible that the form of ecclesiastical admi- 
nistration, which was instituted by Christ or his Apo- 
stles for the observance of all ages^ should be changed 
by the whole Church in the age immediately succeed- 
ing, into another different, and directly opposite and 
contrary form ; and that at a time, when there was 
neither synod, council, or convocation of the Church, 
by whose influence so many Churches, remotely sepa- 
rate from each other throughout the universe, might 
be brought to agree in this act of sacrilege ; and when 
there w*ere no canonical Epistles, by which the db»ign 
might be generally communicated, and.by which such 
an alteration might be sanctioned, there should be a 
revolution in the constitution of the Church from a 
Christian to an Antichristian, from a genuine to a 
spurious, from a divine to a diabolical form."* 
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SECTION VL 

APPLICATION OF THE ARGUMENt. 

A DISPASSIONATE examination of the Scriptures, 
and an attentive collation of the several texts which 
relate to ecclesiastical polity, lead to these conclu-^ 
sions; that the constitution of the yChristian Church 
is of God ; that the first ministers of the Gospel were 
chosen immediately by God ; that they conveyed the 
ministerial power which they received, by ordaining, 
and by appointing others to ordain, Presbyters in every 
Church ; and that the administration of the Church 
was distributed among three orders, distinguished not 
only by name and title, but by specific and appropriate 
offices. The nature of these several orders, and of the 
communion of the primitive disciples with each other, 
in subordination to the Apostles, has been illustrated ; 
and it has been shewn, that the order established by the 
Apostles was designed for universal and perpetual 
use. These conclusions have been proved to be nei- 
ther unreasonable, nor inconsistent with the general 
tenour of the Scriptures ; and they have been con- 
firmed by a reference to the Mosaic oeconomy, and to 
the universal establishment of Episcopacy, and by the 
production of proof, that there has been no time in 
which the prelacy of Bishops was not received as a 
divine and apostolical institution, or in which it was 
possible to introduce it, if it had been the mere inven- 
tion or innovation of man. It only remains to apply 
the survey which has been drawn, to the circumstances 
and condition of the Church as it now exists in the 
world. 
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It will afford satisfaction to the Romanist^ and 
should diminish the obloquy under which he labours, 
to observe, that the essential orders of his ministry, 
his bishops, priests, and deacons ; their regular suc- 
cession from the Apostles ; and their zeal in planting 
Churches among the heathen, on a Scriptural model, 
are founded on apostolical precedent, and are entitled 
to the respect of the Christian world. These prac- 
tices the Church of England cordially approves, and 
ofiers to her elder sister of Rome the right hand of 
fellowjihip, and admits the validity of her ordinations. 
Thus far, and unhappily no farther, can the union be 
admitted : the simple truth of the Gospel and the ori- 
ginal order of the Church must not be compromised, 
even for the love of peace and conciliation. The vain 
ambition of lier prelates, and the superstitious credu- 
lity of her inferior ministries, are in direct opposition 
to the spirit of the Gospel, in which they are thought 
worthy of distinct prediction and condemnation. The 
infallibility of general councils is notonly refuted by the 
history of their own conflicting decrees, but by scrip- 
tural testimonies, and by daily experience of the pec- 
cability of individual and associated man. The pre- 
sumption of an universal Father is contrary to the 
equality and mutual submission, the modesty even of 
childhood, which should distinguish the brethren of 
the ministry, and to that devout homage, which is due 
from all to Christ, the only Master, and to God, the 
only Father of the Christian family ^ The boasted 
inheritance of the keys of St. Peter is a gratuitous 
assumption from the history of that Apostle, who does 

* Matt, xxiii. 9, 10, 
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not i^pear to have possessed any permanent preemi- 
nence in the Apostolic College ; who on various occap- 
sions incurred the censure of our Lord^, and whose 
opinions were unequivocally controverted by St. Paul *^; 
whose very residence at Rome is not only not regis- 
tered in the Scriptures, but is a matter of questionable 
authenticity ; whose peculiar privilege was given with 
a distinct view and exercised on a distinct occasion of 
opening the door of faith to the Gentiles by the con- 
version of Cornelius**; and who finally received the 
Apostolic commission in common with the other 
Apostles ®. The mission of Legates with extraordi- 
nary powers, is very different from the occasional de- 
putation of ministers by St. Paul to inquire into the 
state of particular Churches within his own jurisdic- 
tion, and rather resembles that intrusion into other 
men's provinces, which he was anxious to avoid. The 
division of the Clerical order into regular and secular, 
opposes the design of ministerial usefulness and acti- 
vity, in preaching the Gospel and administering the 
sacraments of Christ. The enjoined celibacy of the 
Clergy derogates from the nature of marriage, which 
is honourable among all men ^ ; from the exemplary 
virtue of the Apostles, who were married men, and 
whose privilege of marrying is maintained by St. Paul ^ ; 
from the primitive qualifications of ministers, who 
were to be the husbands of one wife*^ ; and it is fore- 
told as one of the signs of the great apostasy of the 
latter times *. The distinction of meats is another sign 
of the same apostasy ; and in relation to fasting, the prac- 

^ Matt. xvi. 23. xxvi. 34. Mark viii.33. JohD xiii.38. xxi.^. 
c Gal. ii. 11. ^ Acts x. * Matt, xxviii. 16, 19, 20. ^ Heb. 
xiii. 4. K 1 Cor. is. 5. ^ I Tim. iii. 2, VZ. Titus i. 6. 
* I Tim. iv. 3, 
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face is regubted) but the duty is not enforced. The 
multiplication of the Sacraments has no authority 
from the Scriptures, which speak of marriage as a 
familiar representation of the great mystery of the 
union between Christ and his Church ^, and which 
recommend the anointing of sick persons with oiP, 
aod the ministerial remission of their sins, as a means 
of their recovery^ and a token of their forgiveness, in 
si sense totally distinct from the extreme unction of 
the Romanists. The refusal of the cup to the laity, 
an abuse, which one, who possessed an affectionate 
attachment to the ancient faith, and was sincere and 
undisguised in the belief and profession of it, and who 
did not affect to conceal, because he was not ashamed 
of its influence, could not but regret, and wish to be 
re&»rmed, is of all other corruptions the most palpable, 
and in most immediate opposition to the Scriptures, 
which expressly repeat the words of institution, 
Drink ye all of it*" ; and record the snb^uent obe- 
dience, that all drank of it"; an universality, which 
though it is not disputed, is not reported in respect of 
the bread. Nor is there any subterfuge in the idea, 
that it was a ministerial celebration, since that relates 
to both elements ; and the cup tvhich we bless, and 
the bread which we break'', are made an argument 
by St. I^ul, without any allusion to ministerial ceks 
bration; and the drinking of the cup not less than the 
eating of the breads is the appointed method of 
shewing forth the Lord's death till he come. It might 
be easy to enlarge the catalogue of papal offences, and 
to detail the doctrinal errors, the moral viced, the 

^ Eph. T. 32. » James v. 14, 15. »" Matt. xxti. 2T. 

» Mark xiv; 23. ^1 Cor. x. 16. p 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
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ecclesiastical abuses, and the political usurpations of 
the Church and Court of Rome. But it is an un» 
thankful office, more worthy of the censors of human 
frailty, than of the advocates of heavenly truth, of those 
who would widen and perpetuate the separation, than 
of those whose object is peace and conciliation. Even 
the preceding animadversions should have been sup- 
pressed, if they had not been naturally connected with; 
the discussion of the ecclesiastical disdpline exhilnted 
in the Scriptures. Oh ! that these enormities had 
never been registered, that they had never been coran 
mitted ! Oh ! that they had ceased for ever, that they 
might be blotted from the page of history, and be bu- 
ried in perpetual oblivion ! May God in his mercy 
remove from all men the spirit of strong delusion, and' 
the preposterous inclination to believe a lie, and 
grant that all they who have deceived, and they who 
have been deceived, may be sensible of their error^ 
the one of his credulity, the other of his imposture, 
and may rejoice to receive and to publish the truth as 
it is in Jesus. 

The principal merit of the Romanist is the unity of 
his Church, the antiquity of his ordinances, and the 
apostolical origin of his ministry ; and the circum- 
stance in the religion of Protestants, which has given 
mpst offence, and which originally weakened and in*, 
terrupted the progress of the Reformation, is the infi- 
nity of their divisions among themselves on questions 
of ecclesiastical polity, while they generally agree in 
the common profession of essential truths. It would 
be easy to shew, that the divisions of Christians are 
impolitic ; that they are uncharitable ; and that they. 
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are in opposition to a true profession of the faith ; 
and that the most perfect and unqualified union and 
unanimity are recommended as the interest, the duty, 
and the distinguishing character of the family of 
Christ. At the same time it was to be expected as a 
natural consequence of human infirmity, that in the 
sudden convulsion of human opinions, in the strong 
dotation of human passions at the time of the Reform- 
ation, men should disagree ; that the rapidity and 
extent of the revolutions, which marked that critical 
period, should leave no opportunity for the temperate 
and dispassionate trial of all things, for the mainte- 
nance of what was right, and the rejection of what 
was wrong ; and that the minds of men unaccustomed 
to the study of the Scriptures, should not instanta- 
neously apprehend every thing which affected the 
simple truth of the Gospel, or the original otdev of 
the Church. There is more reason to admire the 
wisdom and address of the Reformers, than to con- 
demn their errors, or pity their infirmities. But in 
the lapse of more than two centuries and a half, with 
the advantages of experience and more enlarged 
knowledge, there has been ample time for the judg- 
ment to settle, and the passions to subside. Many of 
the little antipathies of our forefathers to venial and 
popular superstitions have been overcome, and a more 
liberal spirit has begun to prevail. The continued 
practices, which were once considered an odious relic 
of popery, and a formidable instrument of its revival, 
have proved unworthy of that imputation, and the 
surplice has been worn in the public service of the 
congregation; the infant has been signed with the 
^ign of the Cross ; the marriage has been confirmed 
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with a ring ; and the knee has been bc^nt in the holy 
Communion, and at the name of Jesus, without any 
approximation to the ancient idolatry, without any 
adulteration of evangelical truth. Let the Bible, the 
unalterable standard of Protestant religion, be con- 
sulted, and let us inquire what countenance it gives 
to the practices of modern Separatists. When the 
divine promise has been fulfilled, and kings haw 
become the nursing fathers, and queens the nursing 
mothers of the Church^, is it gratitude to the Giver of 
alt good, to question the king*s supremacy in urmtter$ 
of religion, and supremacy readily allowed in the Lu- 
theran Churches, and not denied in the Kirk of Scot- 
land ? Does the Bible authorize the degrtdatien of 
Episcopacy, and exalt the exclusive and independefit 
power of the Presbytery ? Does it recommend the 
communion of an universal Church, in dependence on 
its several Bishops, or the independence of detached 
and separate congregations, under Pt^esbyt^s of their 
own election ? Prescribing the eighth day ^ for the 
eircumeision of the Jewish infent, and his admis^on 
into covenant with God; inviting young ebildren to 
Christ, with assurance that to them b^ooged the 
kingdom of God**; authorizing the baptism of all na- 
tions without limitation of age or sex*; and recMcSng 
the baptism of whole families, without exception ol the 
children**; and declaring the sanctifieation of children, 
that would otherwise have been unclean*; and! this 
at a time and in a country, in which the practice w«s 

« Isaiah xlix. ^. " Gen. xvli.dd. Lev.yii. a. Luto h. SI. 
• Matt. jdx. 14. Mark x. 14. Luke nviii. 1$, ^ Matt. :K^viu. 
20. Mark xvi. 16, 16. Joho iii. 5. " Acts x. 4)5. xvi. 33. 
I Cor. i. Ifl. » I Cor. vii. 14. 
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fiuniliar, and needed not to be specified ; cad it be said 
to prohibit the baptism of infants so decisively as to 
make the administration a sin, and a just cause of se- 
paration ? Does it countenance the female^ ministra- 
tions of the Quaker, and his rejection of both the Sa» 
craments ? Does it excuse the disorderly extravagance 
of the Methodists, those Christian^ in zeal and energy, 
without order or authority } Or does it encourage a 
man under the strongest impressions of religion, with 
the most grateful sense of benefits, with the most de- 
voted 2eal for the salvation of his fellows, to intrude 
into the sacred office without permission or invitation, 
and not rather recommend him to exhibit the useful 
light of a private example in a scrupulous discharge 
of his personal obligations* ? Brethren, consider these 
things with yourselves, with your Bibles open before 
you, with your hearts alienated from the world, and 
raised in supplication to him, who is the Author not 
of confusion, but of peace. Suffer the word of ex- 
hortation. You labour not less than other men under 
the prejudices of education : you know the difficulty 
oT overcoming them : you tremble to violate the here^ 
ditary scruples of your conscience, to renounce the 
traditionary attachments and predilections of your 
forefathers. Remember therefore, that if to conform 
be sin in you, to separate may be sin in others ; and 
while you maintain the acceptableness of your forms 
of service, allow the same efficacy to those of others. 
We would not exclude you from salvation ; we pmy 
for your acceptance t entertain for us the same mo^ 
deration ; offer, for us the san^e intercessions; Both 

y 1 Cor. xiv. 34. * Mark v. 18. Luke viii. 38. 
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are in a state of infirmity ; neither has obtained per- 
fection. To our own Master we both stand or fall. 
But if on conscientious principles, regulated, as we 
persuade ourselves, by the authority of the Scriptures, 
we consistently avoid those who cau^e divisions, and 
are zealous of unity among ourselves, and of preserv- 
ing that peace of God, to which we have been called 
in one body*; if on a mature examination of the 
Scriptures, and an exact comparison of things spiritual 
with spiritual, we are satisfied that our Church is built 
on the everlasting foundations of the Apostles and 
Prophets, and that all our ordinances and forms of 
religious service, if not absolutely enjoined, are in no 
instance contradicted by the Scriptures, and that we 
are possessed of full and sufficient means of salvation^ 
do not undervalue the wisdom of the wisie, do not 
delude the simplicity of the simple. The Church of 
England, as a faithful daughter of Christ, and as an 
afSectionate mother anxious for the welfare of all her 
children, receives every necessary truth, and renounces 
every pernicious error ; she holds all which is essen- 
tial, nothing which is prejudicial to salvation ; she 
has provided every thing which is requisite for nou- 
rishment and support, for instruction, for consolation, 
and for confirmation unto eternal life, and invites 
all to partake of the abundant provision which she has 
made ; and is it no injury to such a parent, that her 
children wantonly forsake her, that they are tempted 
to quit her service, or carried into captivity by the 
enemy ? When the world has been rent by wars and 
rumours of wars, and some have apprehended the 

* Col. iii. 16. 
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approach of the latter times ; when every description 
of infidelity is cherished and revived ; when the claims 
of an unmanly superstition are renewed ; when the 
simplicity of Christian manners is destroyed ; when 
more than half the globe is destitute of Christian 
knowledge; let not the unconverted Heathen, the in- 
sulting Turk, or the infatuated Jew, triumph in our 
divisions. If we cannot unite, we may at least for- 
bear: if we cannot strengthen, we may cease to weaken 
the walls of Sion. O pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; 
they shall prosper that love her ! O pray for the dawn 
of better times, when Protestants of every denomina- 
tion «hall be perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment, and shall join with 
one heart to overturn the altars of superstition, and 
destroy the strong holds of infidelity, and hasten the 
triumphant march of the Gospel in every land, and 
establish the universal Church of Jews and Gentilesi 
under the common Liord Jesus Christ. ^ 

But where is the hope of these auspicious times, wheii 
they, who are possessed of a scriptural form of sound 
words, and whose Church is built upon an apostolical 
model, are unsettled between truth and error, between 
order and confusion, and, ofiended by the simplicity 
of the religious fabric of their fathers, are forming 
new and fantastic edifices of their own. The fault of 
the age is not infidelity ; it is not superstition ; it is 
not fanaticism ; though these evils are of vigorous 
growth, and spread wide their pernicious shade : it is 
indifference to established truth ; it is love of innova* 
tion ; it is unsettledness of opinion. There is no 
earnestness of zeal or purity of devotion, which may 
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not be consistently and regularly exercised in the ap^ 
proved forms of the Church of England. Her consti-* 
tution is apostolical; her creed is scriptural; her 
public worship is the beauty of holiness ; her Litur^ 
gical offices comprise a collection of prayers and 
thanksgivings worthy of the spirit of primitive piety : 
nor let it be objected that they are premeditated, 
when our Lord himself hath prescribed a form for 
our constant use, " a form which from its construe* 
tion appears to have been originally designed for the 
use of a congregation ;" when such forms are author-- 
ized by Apostolical practice, if not by Apostolical 
precept ; when the repetition of them is not unworthy 
of the most exalted nature, that of the heavenly host, 
who cease not day and night ^, saying the same hymn ; 
nor unsuitable to the most earnest supplication, that 
of our Lord in his agony in the garden, when he 
prayed a second and a third time, saying the siame 
words ^. The Scriptures are read in the Church in a 
manner, of which the excess rather than the deficiency 
is to be blamed; the Sacraments are administered 
entire and undivided, with becoming reverence and 
solemnity, after addressing the most earnest exhorta^ 
tions to the congregation to prepare themselves for a 
worthy celebration. Our Churches arie prepared for 
the general accommodation ; and the religion of the 
Christian Sabbath is not too long to exhaust, nor too 
short to contract, the spirit of devotion, or to prevent 
the necessary attainment of Christian knowledge. 
These are the means of public devotion and instruc- 
tion. The private edification of the people is con- 

»» Rev. iv. a « Matt. xxvi. 44. 
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suited hy the sUtionary residence of the parochial 
Clergy, who are ready to receive the invitations and 
compose the minds of the sick, and to administer in- 
struction and eonsolation to them that desire it. 
While with a delicacy and reserve, which becon^c 
their profession, they are cautious of casting their 
pearls before swine, of associating with the profane 
and dissolute, and of mixing in the vain amusements 
of tlie world, they feel to the objects of their pastoral 
care the love of a father to his family, and refuse no 
intercourse with them, by which they may coniimi 
the serenity of the pious, convey information to the 
ignorant, recommend religion to the consciences and 
affections of men, and with the mild and familiar af- 
fiability of Jesus, captivate those, whom the unaccom* 
modating severity of the Baptist would offend and 
revolt. With such advantages, is there not one femily 
of love and piety ? Do not all affect the same thing 
and walk by the same rule ? Do they not as brethren 
take sweet counsel together, and appear in the house 
of God as friends ? And is there not a revival of the 
affecting picture of the primitive times, when men 
continued stedfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and feU 
lowship, and in breaking of bread and in prayers; 
when they were together, and had all things common ; 
when continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread in the house, they ate their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, 
and having feivour with all the people **. The contrast 
needs not to be drawn : every day in every place it 
obtrudes itself on our observation. The union of the 

<> Acts li. 49, 44, 46, 47. 
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Christian femily is dissolved ; the proper shepherd U 
.deserted for the favourite preacher ; the people choose 
teachers to themselves, and every man's religion is 
measured by his own pleasure and discretion. T%e 
adversary exults ; the advocate of truth and order, 
who watches for souls as one that must give an acs- 
count, mourns in secret ; his heart is filled with fear 
and apprehension of impending danger ; and while 
he observes the progress of disunion and disorder, of 
indifference and presumption, he can anticipate no- 
thing but the desolation of the Christian temple, and 
tlie execution of the divine judgments on a people, 
that knoweth not their advantages ; their abandon- 
ment to the spirit of error and delusion, of infidelity 
and ignorance, and the removal of Christian knowledge 
to some happier country, where truth shall be pre- 
served without the contamination of error, and order 
be exempted from the violence of confusion. 

The prevention of such calamities is a work dear 
to all that desire the peace and prosperity of Sion; a 
work in which the weakest may cooperate with effect, 
and in which it is not unworthy of men of the bright- 
est talents and most exalted virtues to take an active 
interest and concern. A renewed attention to per- 
sonal holiness ; a revival of domestic religion, for 
which approved forms are not wanting ; the sanctifi- 
cation of the evening of the Lord's day to the pur«<- 
poses of religious instruction at home ; a constant 
and punctual attendance on the public worship, and 
a scrupulous enforcement of the attendance of every 
dependent ; an exact conformity with the instructions 
of the Rubric, in every thing which concerns the 
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posture of the congregation, thdr participation in the 
public service^ their audible Amen, and their singing 
of Psalms, and a more frequent and general celebra- 
tion of the Supper of the Lord, are means which 
every man possesses of confirming and perpetuating the 
stability of the National Church, The influence of 
numbers and of example has the most powerful effect 
in the concerns of Religion, and there is a fashion or 
popularity in Christian worship, which the Sectarist 
has not failed to improve. Education is another most 
important instrument; and we should make the first 
impressions of youth favourable to order and commu- 
nion, and supply the defects of the Church Catechism, 
by using in addition to it a summary of ecclesiasti- 
cal polity, digested for the more easy comprehension 
of children, in the interrogatory or catechetical form. 
They of higher rank, to whose property the right of 
patronage is annexed, cannot too seriously consider 
the reponsibility of their station; they cannot be too 
scrupulous in the choice of a shepherd to feed and 
guide the flock of Christ ; they cannot be too decided 
in resisting any impulse of affection, any motives of 
interest, or any zeal of importunity, which would 
tempt them to present a pastor, whose indolence 
might neglect, or whose indiscretion might mislead, 
the Christian flock. They, who are invested with 
legislative authority, will study the primitive constitu- 
tion of the Church of Christ, and be cautious of sup- 
porting any measure, which is contrary to Apostolical 
truth and order ; which may divide the Clergy among 
themselves, or expose them to the insults of the bold^ 
or the ridicule of the weak. In the secular concerns 
of the Church, there can be no question of the right 
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of parliamentary interference ; and if atnong the va- 
rious measures which have been recently adopted for 
the benefit and security of the Church, of which die 
most obnoxious have unhappily excited the most in- 
terest, while schemes of real good have passed silendy 
and without observation, some have foiled of giving 
general satis&ction, the motive and the endeavour at 
least challenge our approbation, and lead us to look for 
better times, when, with fuller information in Elcde- 
siastical affairs, what is imperfect and premature may 
be revised, what is defective may be completed, what 
is wrong may be corrected. One thing is certain. 
Whatever is meditated for enlarging or confirming 
the influence of the Church, must originate with 
Itself, and must be conducted by arrangements within 
itself, and by a judicious application of its own re- 
sources. The adversary will not suffer the vantage 
ground, which he has gained through his own exer- 
tions, and the want of suitable vigilance in counter- 
iacting them, to be invaded. But in the language of 
the judicious Hooker, " The ways, to meet with dis- 
orders growing by abuse of laws, are not so intricate 
and secret, especially in our case, that men should 
need either much advertisement, or long time for the 
search thereof. And if counsel for that purpose may 
seem needful, this Church, God be thanked ! is.<not 
destitute of men endued with ripe judgment, whenso- 
ever any such thing shall be thought necessary. For 
which end at this present to propose any special in- 
ventions of my own, might argue in a man of my 
place and calling more presumption than wit.** 

In bumble imitation of the example of this meek 
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and unassumii^ man, ^^ I will therefore leate it entire 
unto graifer coDsideration^"" whether the interest of 
the Church of England might not be consolidated 
and improved^ hf reforming, or rather by (figesting 
anew, the scheme of ecclesiastical law, so as to aboHsb 
the weak, inefficient, dependent, and offensive inter* 
ferenoe of the eccle»astical courts in causes properiy 
dvil, and to reserve to the cognizance of the Bishops 
and their assessors, in the several dioceses^ all matters 
of an ecclesiastical nature, over which the Episcopal 
jurisdiction should be renewed, extended, and ren^ 
dered definitive; by restoring to the convocation a 
certain degree of vigour, efficiency, and independence; 
by removing all anomalies in the Apostolical consti^ 
tntion of the Church, and by restoring to the Diocesan 
the Episcopal power over all places within his diocese^ 
which are rither exempt, or under the negative juris- 
diction of ecclesiastical or collegiate corporations, or 
of private individuals ; by superseding all peculiar 
jurisdiction, in order to fecilitate the removal of these 
remnants of papal usurpation and misrule, and to rer 
ifive the Cypriantc principle of one Bishop in one c^ty ; 
by revising and consolidating in one parliamentary 
enactment the several laws relating to residence, on 
aoch principles as shall secure to every parish the 
presence of an officiating minister, and ahall deliver 
the Clergy from a recurrence pf vexations proseeu* 
tiohs ; by the appropriation of all Lectureships to the 
use of the incumbent, and by making his previous 
lecommendation, rather than his ultimate assent,. n6- 
eesaary to the election of any cand»late ; by proiubit>' 
ifig sit popular elections, or limiting them within such 
a'perioii^ as shall prevent many of the excesses of a 
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protracted canvass ; by the suppression of all plurali- 
ties with cure of souls, whenever the smaller benefices 
shall be augmented to a certain amount ; by the di- 
vision of the larger and more populous, and by the 
consolidation of the smaller parishes ; by the erection 
of new Churches in central situations, with conve- 
nient accommodations for the poor, and wherever it 
may by any means be practicable under the patronage 
and cognizance of the Diocesan ; and lastly, which 
must be reserved for more settled and more auspi- 
cious times, by the revision of the Liturgy, and of the 
authorized version of the Scriptures. There is also 
a reluctance in communicating the state of ecclesias- 
tical property, which only leads to false estimates of 
its extent, and which might be Idid aside on a general 
understanding, that no alteration should take place 
in the revenue of livings, which could injure the 
right of the private patron or of the officiating Clergy; 
and it might be considered, whether by a permanent 
appropriation of certain dignified sinecilres withiii 
their own diocese, an adequate independent income 
could not be secured to the Bishops^ and a fund be 
established for maintaining episcopal order in the cor 
lonies, for supporting academical institutions, and for 
providing an honourable retreat for men, whose vigour 
has been exhausted in the service of the Gospel. 
There are certain dignities, which are known on the 
payment of certain expences to confer mere nominal 
honour, without any pecuniary emolument : the more 
lucrative sinecures, should be rendered efficient means 
of good. Parliament has liberally undertaken to re- 
lieve the extreme poverty of the Church in her smaller 
benefices ; her riches should be applied not to the 
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partial- secular advantage of the few, but to the general 
spiritual good of all, to the accomplishment of those 
purposes, for which they were designed at their origi- 
nal institution, for which they were continued at die 
time of the Reformation, and which they are still ca^ 
pable of carrying into effect. 

But whatever be the practices of the laity, what-* 
ever be the measures of the Legislature, they will 
principally depend on the doctrine maintained, and 
the example exhibited by the Clergy ; and however 
desperate may be the hope of reviving an universal 
identity of communion, tliey must lead the way : with- 
out any division among themselves, they must be per- 
fectly joined together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment, and must stand fast in one spirit^ 
striving together for the faith of the Gospel. They 
must lay aside those little jealousies and antipathies^ 
which arm man against his brother ; those mutual imk 
putations of ministerial unfaithfulness and hypocritical 
zeal, which are equally derogatory from their liberality 
as gentlemen and scholars, from their charity as 
Christians, and from their holiness as ministers of 
Christ. With all lowliness and meekness, with long- 
suffering, forbearing one another in love, they must 
labour to renew and to perpetuate the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. These are not times for 
Paul and Cephas and ApoUos to be divided against 
each other ; the false doctrines and the corrupt man- 
ners which prevail in the. world, are an object which 
challenge the united and vigorous opposition of ail 
the wise and all the good. There is a busy spirit of 
religious inquiry, which must be met by correspond 
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vag exertiom on the part of the Clergy; and thejr 
who would rightly divide the word of truth, must 
search the Scriptures for themselves, and not trust to 
the guidance of any father upon earthy however w(^r^ 
tby Of however possessed of high renown. Their pe- 
culiar office is to speak . the truth in love, without 
compromising it for any secular notions of policy or 
expedience, and at the same time without offence to 
weaker brethren, without uncharitable aspersions of 
their companions in the ministry who on inferior 
questions may differ from them in the exposition of 
the truth. They should set the example of preferring 
each nfian his brother in honour before himself ; and, 
in compliance with the Apostle's instructions to Titus*, 
they should in all things shew thamselves patterns of 
good works, in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sincerity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned^ 
that be that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
ha^ng no evil thing to say of them. Is there amon^ 
the people a partiality for infidelity or damnable httt- 
nes, detracting from the essential dignity or from th^ 
universal merits of Christ ? Let it be maintained^ that 
Christ is over all, God blessed for ever*, and that he 
is the propitiation for the sins of the whole worM^*^. 
Is there open immorality or overweening love of diis 
world ? Let it be shewn, that the grace of God, which 
bringeth sahration to all men, hath taught us, that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly^ righteously, and godly in this present world, 
looking^ for the blessed hope of the glorious appearing 
of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ*'. Is tfc« 

« Titas it. r; 8. f Rom. ix. 5. » 1 John ii. t. ^ titus ii. 
11,12^ IS.- ■■•• •;;'■ • 
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unchristiaii spirit of division cherished and adopted 
. by the many ? Let them be reminded, that there is 
one body and one spirit, even as they are called in 
one hope of their calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in air ? Shall he be justly ac- 
cused of not preaching the Gospel of Christ, or of 
adulterating the Scriptures of truth, who insists on 
these points, as occasion may require, and declares 
without reserve the whole counsel of God, as it affects 
the private faith or practice of individuals, or the 
general order of the Church of Christ ? Questions, 
which minister strife rather than godly edifying, can- 
not bfe reserved with too much circumspection, or 
explained with too much caution and discretion ; nor 
can top much zeal and energy be exerted in main- 
taining and illustrating the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ, the basis of present holiness and the means 
of future happiness. The duty of Presbyters is in an 
especial manner to feed the flock which is among 
them, not overstepping the bounds of their own cure, 
nor invading the province of other men, but concen- 
trating all their care in behalf of those, over whom 
they are appointed, of whom they are to render an ac- 
count, and whom it will be their highest glory to pre- 
sent blameless at the throne of Christ. In their pub- 
lic preaching, and in their private admonitions, they 
have no object besides the salvation of themselves and 
those that hear them, and the edification of the body of 
Christ, from which no considerations of interest or 
emolument, no flatteries of popularity or vulgar ap- 

* £ph. iv. 4, 5. 
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plause should ever divert the ministers of Christ and 
Stewards of the mysteries of God. The dignity of his 
commission, and the awful responsibility under which 
he acts, are alone a sufficient pledge of the fidelity of 
every man, who is not a simple one indeed, or a de- 
liberate hypocrite in the profession of the faith. If 
he can imagine that he derives his authority from 
men, let him accommodate his doctrines to their hu- 
mours and appetites, to their fluctuating notions of 
interest and expedience; if from God, let him be 
zealous and consistent in the execution of his charge, 
let him look to God's blessing for the success of his 
labours, and expect his reoompence when every man's 
work shall be manifested. Ministers of an apostolical 
Church, deriving their authority through the medium 
of an Episcopal ordination, they should honour and 
love those, who are in a certain sense their Fathers 
and Brethren in the ministry of the Gospel ; and it is 
natural to suppose, that the most affectionate inter^ 
course and a corresponding similarity of manners 
should be maintained among them. They are sepa- 
rated from the world, distinguished by the clerical 
habit, exempted from many secular obligations, and 
supported by a property of a peculiar nature ; their 
circumstances are with few exceptions moderate, such 
as admit of simple hospitality, and forbid the extra- 
vagance of expensive entertainments ; their minds are 
directed to common studies, their time is occupied in 
the same offices, and in all things, which concern 
themselves and their families, they are to exhibit an 
example to the flock, and are bound to cooperate in 
prayer and in every good work for the interest of the 
Church of which they are niembers. There is no 
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occasion for uncharitableness or illiberality to them 
that are without, to them who have been educated in 
the practice of communions, more or less remote from 
the simplicity of an apostolical Church ; but they are 
not destitute of wisdom or of virtue, who profess a 
jealous preference of their own authorized doctrines, 
forms, and institutions, or who feel a devout and ex- 
clusive attachment to that Church, which has on many 
trying occasions been the ground and pillar of Pro- 
testant and Christian truth, whose offices were once 
thought to proceed from a spirit of inspiration, and 
whose constitution not only claimed the respect of 
foreign Churches, but inflamed them with a desire of 
imitation, of conformity, and coalition. In the esta- 
blishment of the National Society for the education of 
the infant poor in the principles of the Established 
Church, which promises to give such an effect to the 
Rubrics after the Church Catechism, as has not 
hitherto been experienced ; in the enlargement of the 
Society for promoting Christian knowledge, and in 
the auxiliary Committees acting in connection with 
these Societies, and in the institution of certain cleri- 
cal associations, in different parts of the kingdom, a 
new channel is opened for the communication of the 
Clergy with each other, for their coalition in every 
good design, and for an unreserved freedom of pro- 
fessional discussion, in which prejudices may be gra- 
dually overcome, inexperience instructed, zeal regu- 
lated, and the cause of Christ promoted and advanced. 
Though the contrary opinion . may be maintained in 
the spirit of a party, there has perhaps never been a 
time, in which the ministry of the Church of England 
stood on higher ground in point of general usefulness 
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mnd respectability of character. Not destitute of men^ 
worthy to be compared with those giants^ who flou^- 
rished in the golden age of theological literature, at 
the time of the Revolution, and equal to every ques^ 
tion which may call their talents into action, there is 
an improved excellence in her parochial ministry ex^ 
hibited in their more constant residence, in their at* 
tention to their proper offices, in the style of their 
public preaching, and in the manner of their minis^ 
trations in the Church, and in the affectionate in^ 
terest, which they take in the general welfare of Sion, 
which promise under proper encouragement to pro- 
duce the best effect. In these obseiTations on the 
character and duty of the parochial Clergy, there has 
been a freedom, an absence of all reserve, which no- 
thing but the importance of the subject, which admits 
of no compromise, can excuse. To the higher order 
of the Prelacy, it is submitted with the utmost de- 
ference, whether the cause of the Church would not 
be served, by the more frequent preaching of the 
Bishops, in the principal towns of their respective 
dioceses, and by annual in preference to triennial 
confirmations. In the decline of life these duties 
could not be required ; where the oil has been con- 
sumed, the last spark should not expire in the public 
service of the Sanctuary : but the vigour of manhood 
could not be employed in a manner more gratifying, 
more honourable, or more beneficial. The public 
ministration of a Bishop always creates curiosity and 
interest ; his words are received with marked earnest- 
ness and attention ; and the people are anxious for 
the blessing of one, whom they consider invested with 
extraordinary power to pronounce it. May it be al- 
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low^ yet farther to recommend, that in the examina- 
tion of 'candidates for Orders, a competent acquaint* 
anoe with ecclesiastical history and polity, in addition 
to the usual portion of theological knowledge, should 
be held indispensable, that the younger Clergy, being 
infioitned and settled in Church prineiples, may be 
more disposed and prepared to instruct and confirm 
odiers. One more su^estion shall complete the 
measure of presumptuous and intrusive admonition. 
The time of ordination is defined by the Canon, and 
^* except on urgent occasion,**. may not be dispensed 
with. Two prayers are provided, one of which is to be 
sild every day in the Ember Weeks, for those that are 
to be admitted into holy Orders, which must either 
be disused, or used without propriety, if the season of 
ordination is unsettled, uncertain, and unknown. It 
is an evil sign, when customs intrinsically good, re- 
commended by an dent practice, and recognized by 
the existing ritual, are brought into neglect. The 
ordination also is to be celebrated in the &ce of the 
Church, and in the presence of the people, to whom 
an appeal is addressed, and who might receive deep 
and lasting instruction from the Sermon which is to 
introduce the office. It is not insisted, what effect 
would follow the revival or strict obsei*vance of the 
primitAve cuttom in respect of time and place, or 
what impression would be made on the ininds and 
affections of the candidates, and of the congregation, 
who were witnesses of the solemnity: but for the 
contrary practice, wherever it obtains, it is not easy 
to conceive an adequate excuse. 

Though heresies revive, and schisms are multiplied 

L 3 
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beyond all former precedent, there is reason to hope, 
that the influence of the National Church increases 
with the increase of population, and in at least equal 
proportion with that of other Christian communions. 
Still to him, who contemplates the Church of Christ, 
as it exists in England, as it has appeared in the 
world, overrun with superstition, error, and division, 
surmounted by the imposture of Mohammed, rejected 
by the Jew, and unsuccessfully recommended to the 
Heathen, it is a melancholy picture which presents 
itself, and one which benumbs and deadens all the far 
culties of the soul. It is however no occasion of 
doubt or unbelief, of despondence or dismay. The 
infirmities of the Christian Church have been foretold, 
and the unhappy accomplishment of the spirit of pro^ 
phecy is made a singular argument of the truth and 
divine origin of the Gospel ; and on the same autho* 
rity we are encouraged to anticipate a happier period, 
when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea** ; when 
the kingdoms of the world shall become the kingdoms 
of the Lord and of his Christ^ ; and when all in the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, shall come to a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ ""^ If by patient 
perseverance and temperate zeal ; by an active co- 
operation in measures of certain good ; by a cautious 
forbearance in projects of an ambiguous character ; 
by tlie union and mutual subordination of the Clergy 
and th^ people, domestic differences can in any de» 
gree be reconciled, and a proper ascendancy be reco« 

^ Habak. ii. 14. > Rev. xL 15. <" Eph. iv. IS. 
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vered. for the National Churchy in the present variety 
of religious communions, our English Sion^ placed as 
a city on a hill, may again command the respect of 
all nations, and be the powerful instrument of reform- 
ing the superstitious, of regulating the disorderly, of 
informing them that are in error, and instructing 
them that are in ignorance ; and speaking the truth 
in love, may grow up into him in all things, who is 
the Head, even Christ, in whom the whole body fitly 
framed together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, maketh increase of the body to the 
edifying of itself in love"* 

The first <;oncern of religious societies as well 
as of private individuals is to reform their own cor- 
ruptionSj and, by the unexceptionable purity of their 
principles and conduct, to prevent the censures of the 
malevolent, and to exhibit an example with which 
wise and good men of every age and nation will de- 
light to coalesce and to conform. When the reli- 
gious professions of England shall be more settled, 
and her zeal more orderly and under better regula- 
tions, her interference in the spiritual concerns of 
other countries will be justified, and she will be au- 
thorized in using her utmost influence to enlarge and 
purify the Church of Christ. Her own children, whom 
various exigencies may place in foreign countries, 
claim her first regard ; and no place which may be 
the seat of a British settlement, or may require the 
presence of a British ambassador, should be left des- 
titute of an adequate ecclesiastical establishment, in 

» Eph. iv. 15, 16, 
1.4 
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which the offices of the English Church may be punc- 
tually administered, and of which the ministers^ by a 
liberal and unreserved communication with the natives 
on religious subjects, and by reporting to proper au- 
thorities at home the result of their inquiries^ may 
become powerful instruments of assisting, instructing, 
cofnbining, and confirming the Church of Christy in 
the several forms, of its dispersion throughout the 
world. To the Lutheran, with whom we already hold 
intimate connection, whose ministers are already em- 
ployed in our Oriental missions, and of whom some 
have been advanced to the honours and emoluments 
of our Church, we may exhibit the superiority of an 
Apostolical Episcopacy to the modern invention of 
superintendants, and we may warn him of that infi«« 
delity, which is rankling in the schools of the conti- 
nent ; and if the season of revising the Prussian Li- 
turgy by authority is not irrevocably past, we may re- 
new the attempt whidi was made by Grabe in the be- 
ginning of the last century^ to produce an unifermitj? 
in the Ecclesiastical offices, and to consolidate the 
Churches of England and Prussia. We may ofiier 
our skill and assistance in pruning and cultivating the 
Greek Church, which e^sts ^^ like the tree that had suf- 
fered excision in the dream of the Chaldean monarch 2 
its rootindeed remains in the ground, with a band oliron 
and brass, and it is wet with the dew of heaven, imtil 
certain times shall have passed over it ; at the e^in^ 
tion of which/' and our care in removing the excres- 
cences of superstition, and in ccmfirming and purify- 
ing its faith, may hasten their expiration, ^ it may 
come into remembrance before God, and again bud, 
and put forth its branches for tlie shadow and support 



1S3 

of nations yet unknown ."" To the Papist we may open 
the Scriptures, which foretel and condemn his errors 
and apostasies, his corruptions and idolatries, and 
counteract the activity of his proselyting zeal by our 
own cordial and regulated earnestness, in extending the 
Church of Christ. The Syrian we may endeavour to 
raise from his low condition of ignorance and heresy, 
of infirmity and desolation, inform his mind with 
Scriptural truth, and call him to new exertions in pro- 
pugating the Gospel. Of the Turk we may demand 
respect for the Christian name ; and without the most 
distant intention of copying his method of propagat* 
ing religion with the sword, we may insist, that to be 
a Christian shall not expose a man to insult and igno* 
miny, or reduce him to slavery and captivity. The 
Heatiien we may protect from injury and oppression, 
and repair the wrong which our colonial usurpations 
have inflicted ; we may direct the progress of civiliza- 
tioti, and prepare his mind for the belief of the truth : 
and for the Jew we may pray, that when the fulness 
of the Gentiles shall have come in, he maybe converted 
and restored to the lost favour of his God. 

In the military policy of this world, it is reckoned 
vun to waste the resources of a country in detached 
and distant expeditions, which make no impression on 
the enemy, and exhaust the means of successful war» 
&re ; to invade a territory without any previous know^ 
ledge of its^geography, of the manners and disposi- 
tions of the people, and of their^ means of resistance 
and defence ; or to lead a tumultuary force, which ae- 
knowlec^s no authority, which refuses to tict in con- 
cert, and when no provision has been made for suji- 
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port in action, or for security in retreat* A mse and 
manly policy will strengthen itself with new alliances^ 
will secure the neutrality of those who cannot attach 
themselves to the same cause, will maintain a constant 
Communication with the confederates, and a regular 
order and discipline among the troops^ will provide 
every thing which is requisite for the most arduous 
Contest^ and hot overlook the means of refuge under 
even the most unexpected reverses, and then will ad- 
vance with united force against* the heart and vitals 
of the enemy. The same policy promises the same 
result in the crusades of the Gospel, in which we can 
anticipate no success, because our councils are dis- 
tracted ; because the resources of zeal and benevo-^ 
lenee are frittered away in unconnected and indepen- 
dent missions; and because every member of the 
league seeks to propagate his own private sentiments^ 
in places of his own preference, by instruments of his 
own invention, without asking permission or allowing 
control. The conversion of the nations, which 
eighteen centuries have been unable to effect, seems 
ilow to be accounted a work, for which the widow*8 
mite is a sufficient contribution, and which the most 
ignorant and illiterate can carry into effect : and an 
enthusiastic zeal, for which the world is but a narrow 
sphere, is entertained for preaching the Gospel in 
places already provided with ample means of Chris- 
tian instruction, and for uniting in the weak and 
broken band of a diversified and unsettled faith, the 
followers of Confucius, of Brahma, and of Mohammed^ 
the inhabitants of Iceland and Otaheite. Not thus 
were the Apostolical Churches planted, nor thus will 
the kingdom of Christ be enlarged. It must be by 



165 

the revived influence and cautious interference of all 
in the Church, that is dignified vidth power^ escalted by 
wisdom, and adorned with piety and benevolence ; it 
is by the union of zeal and discretion, of energy and 
forbearance, of generosity and disinterestedness, of 
wisdom and pious intercession ) it is by the union of 
all hands and hearts in one common cause, that we 
must hope for the propagation of Christian truth, or 
the establishment of Christian order in the world. It 
is indeed distressing to the compassionate mind, to 
reflect on the forlorn and desolate condition of those 
who are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of 
death ; and ^ delightful and consolatory exercise to 
anticipate the progress of salvation, and to observe 
with the prophet, How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good 
things, that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Sion^ 
Thy God reigneth ^ ! It is allowed, that men cannot 
call on him, in whom they have not believed ; that 
they cannot believe in him, of whom they have not 
heard ; and that they cannot hear without a preacher ; 
but it is contended also, that the preacher cannot 
preach, except he be sent ^ ; except he be sent not by 
any voluntary association of men of the purest bene- 
volence and the holiest zeal, but by men who have au- 
thority to send others into the vineyard of the Lord, 
as they themselves have been sent, on whom the au- 
thority of the Apostles has devolved, and who are the 
rulers of the Church of Christ. We must study the 
aets and the writings of the Apostles, and if we would 

<> Isaiah lii. 7. ^ Rom. x. 14, 15. 
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rival their success in preaching, we must follow their 
eicample. Thejr removed not from Jerusalem, till they 
were invested with power from on high ; we also must 
wait for regular commission and authority. They 
were gifted with various tongues, and with discerning 
of spirits ; we must acquire competent learning and 
discrimination of character. They were united among 
themselves, and maintained a regular correspondence 
with the Apostolic CoU^e at Jerusalem ; we must 
observe a similar unanimity, and dependence upon our 
proper Governors. The Spirit of truth preserved them 
tn unity of iaith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God ; his inspired Scriptures must be our guide and 
standard. They in the first instance addressed them- 
selves to their brethren of the circumcision ; we must 
first call upon those who are united with us in Chris** 
tian fellowship and profession. They gave solnfity 
and permanence to the Churches which they collected, 
by settling over them a person to ordain pre8b}rters ; 
we must make the sarne provisions for perpetuating 
OUT success, and fecilitating our future exertions. 
They went whither the Spirit directed them, or die 
revealed necessities of the country invited them : our 
efforts will be most wisely employed, where there is 
best hope of useful interference. They visited and 
strengthened the disciples ; we must confirm tihe few, 
before we think of converting the many. They were 
Nazarenes hated by the Jews, Jews despised by the 
Heathen ; we are Christians and Englishmen, names 
every where respected. Tliey went without authority 
from their civil rulers, to people, to whom they had 
no introduction ; let us obtain the recommendation 
of our government, and the whole moM wiU rejoice 
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to receive us. They carried with them no promise 
of temporal advantage, no means of civilization, no 
commercial interests, no political alliances ; every 
thing is given to us, by which we can engage their 
flection, improve their condition, and enlarge their 
understandings. They were obliged to support them* 
selves by their own industry, or depend on the gratui- 
tous contributions of their disciples ; we may be sup- 
ported by the generosity of individual and associated 
benevolence, or, where a proper case is established, we 
may look for the remuneration of labour, and the en- 
couragement of Christian proselytism, tp the revenues 
of the Church, or the liberality of Parliament. 

Oh ! England, placed as a city on a hill, and exalted 
beyond other nations by many signs of the Divine &- 
vour and protection, thou art called to exert thy best 
energies in the cause of truth, and in the enlargement 
and confirmation of the Christian Church ! Thou art 
possessed of riches ; of political influence ; of an un- 
precedented extent of colonial territory; nor is there 
a spot upon the globe to which the spirit of commer- 
cial enteq)rize hath not recommended thee. A love 
of piety and virtue is the marked character of thy 
sons, who feel beyond other men for the spiritual wants 
of their fellows, and who are actuated by the strongest 
desire of difiiising the wisdom which is from above. 
Thou hast received, and thou maintainest, the &ith 
delivered to the saints, without any additions of human 
invention ; and the long roll of thy literary fame has 
been swelled by names of the first distinction in every 
branch of sacred knowledge. Thou hast a ministry 
constituted on an apostolical model, adorned by pieti 
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and learning, with the advantages of an establishment^ 
capable of the widest and most complicated opera- 
tions in the work of the Lord. Consider thy talents ; 
remember thy responsibility! Thou art exalted to 
heaven ; beware lest thou be cast down to hell ! The 
promise of perpetuity, which is made to the Church 
of Christ, is not appropriated in favour of any age or 
country. The Churches of Asia, fed by the Apostles, and 
nourished with the genuine milk of the word, have been 
corrupted, and are no more ! England may be reserved 
for the same desolation ; and if there be a continued 
unsettledness of religious opinions, a growing indif- 
ference to the truth, a want of earnestness in con- 
tending for the faith, there needs not the desponding 
spirit of an alarmist, to predict the progress of infi- 
delity, the revival of superstition, the success of dis- 
orderly and fanatical zeal, the conflict of opposite 
heresies, the depression of the friends of truth and 
order, the dissipation of the ecclesiastical revenues, 
the destruction of the strength of Christendom, and 
the desolation of the fairest beauty of holiness. The 
time has been, when such expectations were all but 
realized; the time is, when similar causes threaten 
similar effects. Beware therefore, and avert the im- 
pending danger. Be earnest in the work of the Lord ; 
be united in the bond of peace. High and low, rich 
and poor, one with another, combine to preserve the 
inheritance of your forefathers. With all liberality to 
the inveterate and invincible prejudices of others, be 
zealous in maintaining the form of sound words in 
which you have been instructed, and avoid those who 
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
wMch you have received. Be constant in the observ- 
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ance of every religious ordinance^ administered ac- 
cording to the Scriptural rule, which you possess. 
Adhere to your proper pastors, and esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake. Encourage their 
piety and animate their zeal by your steady, attention 
to their doctrine and fellowship. Ye that are in au- 
thority >exert your power for the defence of the truth, 
for the establishment of peace and order in the Church, 
and for the execution of such measures as may gra- 
dually and without offence restore the Church of 
England to its former influence and ascendancy, to 
its original loveliness and simplicity. England, be it 
thine to exhibit the example of a religious family, 
united in sentiment and affection, and conforming as 
far as is in the power of man with the design and will 
of the heavenly Father. When strangers see thee, 
let them behold with admiration the constancy and 
zeal, the order and regularity of thy service, and re- 
port in their own less favoured countries, that the 
Lord is with thee of a truth. Let those, who have 
adopted rites of recent invention^ see in thee a lively 
image of the primitive constitution, and own the weak- 
ness of their innovation. Let the Papist learn to 
venerate thy simplicity, and renounce his superstition, 
and no more be offended by thy divisions, on which 
he justifies his preference of an assumed unity of com- 
munion. Be thou a light to enlighten the ignorant, 
an arm to assist and support the weak, and give thy 
powerful aid to the Churches which sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of 4eath, and revive and strengthen 
the scattered bands of Antioch and of Rome, that the 
Gospel may be preached among the heathen, that the 
ways of God may be known upon earth, his saving 
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health among all nations, that the path hiay be pre-* 
pared for the restoration of the Jews, and for the 
union of all men in one flock under one Shepherd^ 
Jesus Christ the righteous. England ! May the great 
Master of the Christian family approve and assist 
thee in thy labours of love I May he confirm thee in 
the truth, sanctify thy love of virtue, inform thy zeal, 
and strengthen thee in peace and order and unani* 
mity ! May he make thee the blessed instrument of 
preserving and diffusing Christian knowledge in the 
world, of repairing the walls of his Sion, and enlarg-* 
ing the borders of his Sanctuary ! May he remove 
from his Church every thing which offends and leads 
to confusion, and establish every thing which instructs* 
and makes for peace ; and by the powerful influence of 
the Spirit of love and holiness operating on the hearts 
of individuals, and directing the counsels of associated 
Christians, may he produce that end, for which he 
originally purchased a peculiar people, and appointed 
the subordinate ministrations of men, the advance* 
ment of the divine glory, and the establishment of 
peace on earth, and good-will toward men. 

Behold ! the time cometh, when the effect of the 
divine blessing and the efficacy of all human exertions 
shall manifestly appear ; when every difficulty which 
has hitherto delayed the conversion of Jews and Hea- 
thens shall be surmounted ; when the work of the 
ministry shall be accomplished ; when the Saints shall 
be knit together into an indissoluble fellowship, and 
the whole body of Christ shall be edified into an holy 
temple worthy of the habitation of God. The signs 
of the times may seem to be in opposition to these 
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great events ; and the hearts of the pious may be de- 
pressed through fear and anxious expectation of the 
things that are coming upon the earth. But sure and 
stedfast is the word of prophecy : though heaven and 
earth pass away, it shall not fail, till all be fulfilled ; 
nor shall even the gates of hell prevail against the 
Church of Christ. All shall yet come in the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ. The day is appointed in the 
unsearchable counsels of the Father, when the labours 
of the Church militant shall be resolved in the glories 
of the Church triumphant; and requisite preparation 
shall every where be made for realizing and accom- 
plishing the sublime and affecting vision of the pro- 
phet, when he beheld, and lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and kin- 
dred, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands ; and cried with a loud voice, say- 
ing. Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb. And all the angels stood 
round about the throne, and about the elders and the 
four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, 
and worshipped God, saying. Amen : Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen**. 

^ Rev. vii. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
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i AGE 7. line D. In her apostolical form and comcUtiess.'] 
Home's Discourses, vol. iii. p. 327. 

P. 11. 1. 23. But it has been objected^ &c.] The first 
three exceptions were urged by Mr. Sykes in controversy 
with Dr. Rogers, by whom they are refuted in a Review 
of a Discourse of the Visible and Invisible Church of 
Chrisl, p. 115 — 118. The fourth exception is advanced 
in the Exclusive Claims of Episcopal Ordination examined 
and rgecied, and the Methodist Ministry vindicated, by 
Edward Hare, Manchester, 1815. This subject is treated 
more fully in the fifth section of the preceding Survey. 

P. 13. 1. 13. Even in the patriarchal age^.] Skinner's 
Primitive Truth and Order vindicated^ p. 118, 119. 

P. 14. 1. 6. It cannot be supposed^ that the religion of Christy 
&c.] Skinner's Primitive Truth, p. 190. Nott's Bampton 
Lectures, p. 112. 

P. 16. 1. 12. To cat straight the furrow.'] Ogdorof/wwra. 
See Parkhurst's Lexicon ; and Bloomfield's Visitation Ser- 
mon, note. 

P. 18. 1. 15. Whom the apostle expressly denominates Lord 
and God.] 1 Cor. xii. 5, 6. The commentators interpret 
" Lord" of the Son and " God" of the Father; but the 
apostle's discourse is wsg^ IIvE'jfbarixfioy, concerning the gifts, 
administrations, and operations of the SPIRIT. Now there 
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are diversities of gifts, but the same SPIRIT ; and there 
are diversities of administrations, but the same LORD. 
When he proceeds to specify, v. 8, 9. what these adminis- 
trations and gifts are, he ascribes them al] to the SPIRIT. 
For to one is given by the SPIRIT the word of wisdom ; 
to another the word of knowledge by the same SPIRIT; 
to another faith by the same SPIRIT; to another the gifts 
of healing by the same SPIRIT. Of the diversities of ope- 
rations he says; And it is the SAME GOD, which worketh 
all in all. And after enumerating these diversities of opera* 
tions, which, v. 6. he attributes to the SAME GOD, he 
concludes, V. 11. but all these worketh THE ONE and 
the SAME SPIRIT, dividing to every man severally as 
he will. By the words which he uses he seems plainly to 
refer to his own previous language. 

AIAIPESEIS tvegyriiMiToov IIANTA 8s ravrct ENEP- 

eicri, 6 Zs ATT02 es-t €>sog, TEI to sv xa< to AYTO 

6ENEPr£tNT«nANTA Hygu/ta, AIAIPOTN i^iu 

6V 'orao'i. kxxs-co xot^cog PovyjBTOLL 

Lastly, to the climax in which he speaks concerning the 
SAME SPIRIT, the SAME LORD, the SAME GOD, he 
immediately subjoins But, or And, the manifestation of tht 
SPIRIT is given to every man to profit with. 

P. 20. U 17- This comecrationy which supplied the place qf 
the material unction.'] Hammond's Dissertationes quatuor, 
quibus Episcopatus jura ex S. Scripturis et primaeva anti- 
quitate adstruuntur. Diss. Stia, c. i, §. S. Potter's Dis- 
course of Church Govemmenti p. 37* 

Ibid. 1.24. If then he, wlio from the eternal ages,] Dau- 
beny's Appendix to the Guide to the Church, p. 404. 
Stevens's Treatise on the Nature and Constitution of the 
Christian Church, p« 90. Taylor's Answer to the Question, 
Why are you a Churchman ? §• 5. Wheatley's Illustration 
of the Common Prayer, chap. iL §• 3. 
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P. 22, 1. 8. The assufiied rights of popular eledion could 
fiot have beeti more cffectdolly discountetianced.'] Original 
Draught of the Primitive Church, p. 119, 

P. 23. 1. 24, The plan far the service of the tabernacle.'] 
Daubeny's Guide to the Church, p. 381. note. 

P. 24. 1. 25. This promise was of a tempotal natmriB.] S6 
Camero and Grotius on the text. Hall's Episcopacie by 
tMvfne Right asserted, part ii. §• 2. Hammond's Diss. 
3tia, c. ii. §. 3, 6. Jackson's Dissertation on E^^copaey. 

P. 25. 1. 2. Our Lord^s subsequent recommendatibn of mu* 
tual subjection.'] Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, book vii. 
§. 16. Hammond's Diss. 8tia, c. ii* Potter's Discourse, 
p. S6— 60. 

P. 26. 1. 12. He sent out his apostles."] Hammond's Diss. 
Stia, c i. §. 13. Daubeny's Guide, p. 22. 

P. 32. 1. S3. He was numbered with the eleven apostles by 
irirtUe of the divine preference.] Orig. Draught of the Prim. 
Ch. p. 155 — 158. Jones's Essay on the Church ad fin. 
Not so Mr. Hare, (Exclusive Claims, p. 42, 43.) who as- 
serts, that the ^ Apostle was chosen by the Church," and in« 
eludes the women among the electors, whom the Apostle calls 
men and brethren, an address which certainly does not conit* 
prehend the female part of the congregation. He is offended, 
tfa)at this elevation of Matthias is '^ called by our translators 
an dirdinatioB)" in which he seems to refer to St. Peter^s 
Wordis, ^* one must be ordained :" ^n ow ysytftrdaei, more 
literally and more congenially with the exposition in the 
Survey, must one become : but the insinuation, *^ that k is 
not one word, but various words which are thus uniformly 
rendered," by the word ordained, *«by our translators, 
perhaps to impress u& with the importance of Epis^pd 
ordination,'' imputes to the translators, an ojfenco of wiiidh 
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they are innocent, and which the general tenour of their 
version does certainly not justify. 



r ': 



P. 38. 1. 5. Multitudef both of mefi and women,'] Mau- 
rice's Defence of Diocesan Episcopacy, p. 8, 9^ S5. 

Ibid. 1. 16. To the latter interpretation is objectedJ] Sy- 
nopsis Criticorum in loc. 

Ibid. 1. 30. It wiU not violate the sense of the originaLJ 
KvMTxeifour^i e^ vfMiov av^gag fiM^gouiLewvg, So Schleusner 
(Lex. Nov. Test.) under fia^rvgeoo^ septem viros probatos 
inter vos ; and under evurxmroyiMiy circumspicite igitur, seu 
eligite septem viros probatos. In the same manner Pyle 
paraphrases the third and fourth versed : ^* And therefore 
advised them to choose out seven of the most eminent and 
proper persons." 

P. 35). 1. IS. Jheuneqim^al testimony of Epiphamus.'] As 
it is quoted in Potter's Discoui'se, p. 49. note. 

P. 4i. 1. 1. The practice is stiU retained,'] In the Church 
pf England, in the candidate's testimonial subscribed by 
.tliree Clergymen ; in the testimonial from College, or in 
the advertisement to the people among whom he resides, 
technically denominated a Si quis; and in the address to 
the congregation in the offices of ordination. 

P. 42, 1. 3. The prophecies concerning Timothy.] Ilg*- 
prjfTfMy admonitio monitum; 1 Tim. i. 18. xetra. rag «r^«- 
y^ue-ag stti <re cr^^reia^, secundum monita ilia, qusB jam olira 
tibi dedi. iv. 14. ^ta •sr^^eio;, non «ine gravissimis admo- 
tikionibus. Schleusner, 

Ibid. 1. 28. United with Paul and Silvanns in a regular 
graddtidn of order.] Dr. Brett however,, in his Account of 
<2hurch Government and Church Governors, considers bim 
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a suffragan, and recommends at considerable length the 
revival of that office. See also the preface to several Letters, 
which passed between Dr. George Hickes, and a Romish 
priest, where he proposes ^^ more Diocesan Bishops withr 
out Baromes, of which there i$ as great need, as of more 
parish priests." 

P. 46. 1. 16. Among tvhmn were also JpoVos.] Mr. Hare, 
(Exclusive Claims, p. 36, 37.) speaks of Apollos, *^ as a 
layman. Knowing only the baptism of John, he could not 
have received a commission from the apostles." Certainly 
not; but because he had not already received it, it does 
not follow, that he might not receive it at some future time. 
<^ And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue ; and 
when Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him imto 
them," and admitted him to their company, not to coun- 
tenance his premature zeal and indiscretion, but to expound 
" to him the way of God more perfectly." This must 
have occupied some time ; <^ and when he was disposed to 
pass into Acliaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples 
to receive him ; who, when he was come, helped them much 
who had believed through grace ; for he mightily convinced 
the Jews, and that publicly, shewing from the Scriptures 
that Jesus was the Christ." Acts xviii. 26, 27, 28. Hitherto 
the ministrations of Apollos have been confined to the 
Jews, in whose synagogue, as a Jew, he might have privilege 
of speaking. Who the brethren were, who recommended 
him to the disciples at Corinth, does not appear : no men- 
tion has yet been made of any brethren at Epheaus, except 
Priscilla and his wife, and they were not very active, or the 
disciples of John in the following chapter would have been 
more fully instructed concerning the Holy Spirit TThe 
terms in which these brethren exhorted the disciples to 
receive Apollos, are the same in which St, Paul recommends 
a minister to a church ; and it is not improbable that St. 
Paul concurred in the recommendation, and that the trans- 
action took place during bis short stay at Ephesus, where 

M 4 
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Apollos had already atrived, xa'njvnjtf-i, before hita. In 
the first Epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul constantly 
speaks of Apollos, a^ of a ministerial person ; comparing 
him with Cephas and himself, i. 12. asking who is Paul, and 
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom they believed, iii. 5, 
including Apollos with himself under the plnral form, w^ 
are labourers together with God, iii, 9. After requiring 
the Corinthians to account of them as ministers of Christ, 
^hd stewards of the mysteries of God, he subjoins, These 
things have I transferred to myself and Apollos for yout 
sukes, that ye may learn in us not to think of men above 
that which is written ; that no one of you be putfed up fot 
one against another, iv. 1, 6. In the conclusion of the 
£pistle, he calls him his brother, whom he greatly desi^ 
to go with them to the btethren, xvi. 12. Such expresinoms 
are sufficient to invalidate the negative evidence, which is 
derived from the want of a record of the ordinatt'on of 
Apollos ; especially as St. Paul never attributes to him the 
divisions of the Corinthians under him, or reckons hita 
among ** the fahe apostles, the deceitful workers, trans- 
forming themselves into the apostles of Christ." 2 Cor. 
kl 13. 

P. 47. 1. 29. Exhortations^ which imply a succession cf mv- 
nisters,'\ Potter's Discourse, p. 133. 

P. 49. 1. 3. Compared with the evidence of various facts.'] 
Claims of the Established Church, p. 34, 35, Daubeny't 
Appendix, p. 465, 46*6. 

Ibid. !. 15. Who needed itot particular infhrmatidn.'] Skin«^ 
ner's Primitive Truth, p. 132, 134. Pbtter*^ Discoutse, 
p. 130. 

P. 51. 1. 5. During the personal administtMon bf our 
'Ijyrd there were three distinct orders.] Hail's Spiscopiide, 
part ii. §. 2. Brett's Church Gov. p. 53. Jones's £ssk)r^ 
chap. ii. 
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P. 53. 1. S. Our Sdi^Untr in recommeniding himiUty.'] Mo- 
sheim's Bed. History^ cent. i. part ii. c. ih §.10. note. 

P. 58. 1. 29. The proportion of faith.'] Clarke's Sermons, 
vol. 2. serm. 12. p. 267- 8vo. ed. and Schoetgenii^ Schleus* 
neri^ and Parkhulrst's Lexicons under avoAoyia. 

P. 59. 1. 23. Knitting together of the saints.] Ilgoj xoro^- 
rKr[jLOv roov dyuov. See Parkhurst's Lexicon under xara^i^co^ 
9toeroL^Kri§y and xarotfricfAOs, 

P. 60. 1. 1. In the enumeration of these several offices.] 
See Potter's Discourse, p. 99, 100. The arrangement of 
the gifts ii§ copied from Horsley's Sermons, vol. ii. p. 357f 
where a reference is made to Lightfoot's Horie Hebraicse. 

P. 62. 1. 28. When the disciples ofjinthch determined to 
send relief] Synopsis Criticorum in loc. Hooker's Eccl. 
Pol. b. vii. §. 23. Brett's Ch. Gov. 130. Pearson's An- 
nales Paulini sub ann. xliv. 

P. 63. 1. 1 1. James and all the elders,] Potter's Discourse, 
p. 90. Brett's Ch. Gov. 128. Claims of Estab. Churchj 
p. 33. 

P. 64. 1. 9. Barnabas had been raised to the apostolic 
office.] Hooker's Eccl. Pol. book vii. §. 4. 

Ibid. 11 12. lEpaphrodiius is recommended to the Philip- 
piaris.]. Hammond's Diss. 4ta, c. 3. §. 24. Wheatley's 
inustration, chap. ii. §. 3. Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 65. Dau- 
beny^s Appendix, p. 63. 

P. 65. l./l. The glory of Christ.] See Synopsis Criti- 
corum in loc. " 

Ibid. 1. 17* Denominated the Hcelve^ emphatically Apostles.] 
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Hammond's Annotations quoted in Stackhouse's History of 
the Bible, voL ii. p. 1995. 

P. 66. I. lb* It is a powerful coi^firmatuyii of the argument^ 
Hammond's Diss. 4ta, c. 3. Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 65. Jack- 
son's Diss, on Episc. p. 94. Daubeny's Appendix, p. 69. 
'lliese writers refer to Clemens Alexandrinus, Theodoret, 
and Chry SOS torn. 

P. 67. 1. 30. A ruling power.'] Stevens's Treatise, p. 35 — 
58. 

P. 68. 1. 6. Which though specifically addressed^] Ham- 
mond's Diss. 4ta, c. 5. §. 3, 9. Maurice's Dioc. Episc. 
p. 9/9. 

Ibid. 1. 14. Commands^ censures^ and peremptory precepts.'] 
Orig. Draught of Pr. Cb. p. 18. Hall's Eplscopacie, part 
ii. §. 3. Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 57, 58. 

P. 69. 1. 13. Spiritual persons were resident among theni^ 
whoi &C.] Stevens's Treatise, p. 15, 16. Potter's Discourse, 
p. 73* 

Ibid. 1. 30. The form, in which this determination was re- 
corded.] Rogers's Review, p. 970. 

P. 71- 1. 5. Titus was left in Crete to set in order.] Orig. 
Draught of Pr. Ch. p. 910. Pottei^s Discourse, p. 313. 

P. 73. L 9. ji case of notorious incest.] Brett's Ch. Gov. 
p. 199, 130. P'otter*s Discourse, p. 355—361. Skinner'i 
Prim. Truth, p. 146—149. 

P. 74. 1. 93. The case of Simon Ma^^us.'} Potter's Dis- 
course, p. 353 — 355. 
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P. 75. 1. 9. To reject an hereticJ]* Rogen*s R#view, p. 

S89. 

Ibid. U 12. The angels of the Asiatic churches."] Hall't 
Episcopacie, part ii. §. 7. Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 66. Potter's 
Discourse^ p. 149, 150. llogers's Discpunte of the Vis. 
and Invis. Church, p. 76. 

Ibid. 1. 29. DiotrepheSy whose offence u'a.% &c.] Ham- 
mond's Diss. Ima, c. xiii. Hall's Episcopacie, part Ii. $. 3, 
Hickes's Treatise on the Christian Priesthood, p. 197. 
Potter's Discourse, p. TA. 

P. 77. h 9, It is a sufficient proof of the distinctness of the 
ordaining power.] Hooker's Eccl. Pol. book vii. §. 11. 
Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 69 — 64. HalPs Episcopacie, part li. 
$. 5. Stevens's TreatisCj p. 34. 

P. 78. 1. 5. Deacom were required to be blameless,] The 
qualification of blamelessuess, which was to appear on the 
trial, fixes the nature and design of it to have been, to ascer^ 
tain their moral fitness ; nor is this text any warrant for 
the practice of foreign churches, in requiring persons before 
ordination to preach a year or more ad probandam facult<^ 
tern. See Hare's Exclusive Claims, p. 37. where he seems 
to quote from Wesley's Appea), part fiL 

Ibid. 1. 12. As was exemplified in the ordination of Tim 
mothy.] See Claims of the Established Church, p. 26, 27- 
where a reference is made to Hales's Analysis of Chrono* 
logy, vol. ii. p. 1085, and to a treatise on the Government 
of the Church, by Edward Barwick, M. A. of Trinity Coll. 
Publin. 

Ibid. 1. 20. No record of the conveyance of this privilege.J 
,Orig. rjraught of the Pr. Ch. p. 125—127. Daubeny'i 
Appendix, p. 449, 450. 
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p. 79. 1. 6. liwa^ a form of recommending them."} Pot- 
ter's Discourse, p. 287 — 291. 

P. 80. 1. 1. The votes and suffirages of the m.embers,'] Sec 
Buck's Theological Dictionary; article Ordination. Tlie 
same objection is urged with less distinctness by Mr. Hare^ 
(Exclusive Claims, p. 42, 43.) Xei^oToveco non solum p^ 
sufiTragia aliquem creare, alicui muneri pr^eficere, protensis 
manibus eligere, sed etiam absque sufFragiis eligere aliquem, 
constituere, creare, ordinare, designare. Acts xiv. 23. Xw- 
goTOvti<ravT6^ h auroig 'GT^ecrSvregovg kolt' gxxX)](riav, constituenint 
per singulas ecclesias presbyteros. Schleusner. 

P. 81. 1. 20. Who^ though full of the Holy Ghost.'] Dau- 
beny's Appendix. 

Ibid. 1. 29. The words of institution primarily relate,'] 
Potter's Discourse, p. 256. 

P, 82. 1. 29. When Jesus made and baptized more disciples.] 
Potter's Discourse, p. 71j 72. 

P. 83. 1. H. While that of inferior ministers.] Sykes^s 
Discourse on Parochial Communion, p. 321, 34:5 — 345. 

P. 84*. 1. 17. To facilitate the execution of their commit^ 
sionsJ] Hammond's Diss. Stia, c. 4. 

Ibid. L 20. The Tloelve distributed among themsehes.] 
Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 54. 

Ibid. 1. 26. An extensioe jurisdiction.] Maurice's IMoa 
Episc. p. 125, 188, 239. 

P. 85. 1. 7. James was president of the churches.] Pot- 
ter's Discourse, p. 89. Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 55, 56. Skiri- 
ner's Prim. Truth, p. 246—251. Sykes oti ParOcb. C^. 
p. 35 — ^38. Claims of the Estab, Churchy p. 3S» 
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' Ibid. 1. 24. That he might go to his own place.^ Sjkes'S* 
Paroch, Com. p, 98. note. 

}bid. 1. 99. The jurisdiction qf the apostlesJ] Claims oif 
the Estab. Ch. p. 91. note. ^^ Hales's Analysis, vol. ii. p« 
1078." Sykes's Paroch. Com. p, 34. and quotation from 
Bernard's Clavi Trab. p. 1 98. assigning the foUpwing ord^. 
*< Peter to Pontus^ Galatia^ Cappa^iocia; John to Asis^ an4 
Parthia ; Andrew to Scythia^ Pontus Euxinus, apd Byzan- 
tium; Philip to Upper Asia unto Hierapolis; Thon^afi to 
India^ Persia, and to the Magi ; Bartholomew to Armenis^ 
Lycaonia^ India Citerior ; Matthew to Ethiopia ; Siipon to- 
Mesopotamia, Persia, Egypt^ Afrique, Britany^ Matthiajs 
to Ethiopia.'' 

p. 87. 1. 7- fVho had companied with ilie apostles all tht 
lime.] Hammond's Diss. 3tia^ c. 5. $. 91. 

Ibid. I. 15. Matthias and Barnabas.'] Whom Eusebius 
(to whom Sykes referSf p. 94>) and Epiphanius (as quoted by 
Potter, p. 40,) place among the Seventy. See Hall's Epii^ 
copacie^ part ii. $. 9. and Hammond's Diss..3tia, c. v. §. IK 

Ibid. L 96. The same as camefrpm Jerusalem to jintioch.2 
Mr. Hare (Exclusive Claims, p. 37.) having quoted Acts- 
xi. 19, 90, 21. concludes; ^^ Thus was the first Gentile 
Church founded by these laymen." To this it may be an- 
swered, under the supposition that they were private Chris- 
tians, that they were actuated by the extraordinary influence 
of the Holy Spirit ; that they preached the word only pri- 
vately, and not in the congregation, and it is not even inti- 
mated that they entered into the synagogue, or that there 
was any public assembly of the Grecians ; and that what- 
ever was the nature of their ministrations, the Church 
which was at Jerusalem, considering them not efficient of. 
themselves, as soon as they heard of what had been done, 
sent unto them Barnabas, c. xi. 92. who when be bad seen 



the grace of God was glad, and exhorted them, that with 
purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord: and 
much people was under him added unto the Lord. Theit 
departed Barnabas to Tarsus to seek Saul, and when he 
bad found him he brought him unto Antioch, 93 — 96. 
But there is no proof, that they who were scattered abroad 
were all private Christians, or that they all preached the 
word. It is not probable, that all the disciples of Christ, 
of whom there were now many thousands at Jerusalem, 
quitted the city on occasion of this persecution, viii. 1, 4. 
xi. 19. and express mention is made of brethren and disci- 
ples, ix. 95, 96*5 30. at Jerusalem, beside the apostles. The 
only person ^^ho is mentioned by name is Philip the Dea- 
con, and it was against the ministers of the Church that 
the fury of persecution was usually directed. But though 
these men, preaching some to Jews and some to Grecians, 
were the moans by which a great number believed and 
turned unto the Lord, there was no regular settlement, not 
indeed is there any mention of the Church, before the ar- 
rival of Paul and Barnabas ; and it may have been the slow 
and progressive work of the year, in which they assembled 
with the Church and taught much people, v. 96. In the- 
mean time there was a further acceesion of prophets from 
Jerusalem unto Antioch, v. 97 : and in the next m^ition of 
" the Church which was at Antioch,'* chap, xiii* 1. are re- 
corded the names of certain prophets and teachers^ i. e. of ec- 
clesiastical oflRcers of the second and third degrees. That at 
this time, " the Apostles themselves were disputing the pro- 
priety of preaching to the Gentiles," is a gratuitous assump- 
tion from the sacred history, which records only the oppo- 
sition of them ** that were of tlie circumcision,*' chap. xi. 2. 
and even these, on Peter's explanation, held their peace 
and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life. See Potter's Dis- 
course, p. 934 — 238. 

Ibid. 1. 97. The presbyters of Jerusalem.'} Potter*s Dis- 
course, p. 106—109. 
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p. 88. L 25. 7^ c/pimorij which is recommendedJ] Orig. 
Draught of the Prim. Ch. p. 29. Wheatley's Illustration, 
chap. ii. §.3. Bingham's Origines Ecclesiasticfie, book ii. 
ch. 19. 8vo. ed. Daubeny's Appendix, p. 78. These 
writers refer to Theodoret. Com. in 1 Tim. i. 3. Theo- 
phylact in Phil. i. I. and Cfarysostoro. 

P. 89. 1. 5. The Ephesian elders.^ Hooker's Eccl. Pol. 
book vii. §, 5. Claims of the Estab. Church, p. 28 — 31. 

Ibid. 1. 19. The church at PhUippi with the Bishops.'] 
Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 64. Maurice's Dioc. Episc. p. 27. 

P. 90. 1. 11. fFho were not to be novices.'] Orig. Draught 
of Prim. Ch. p. 252. Potter's Discourse, p. 100. 

P. 91. 1. 18. In whose deliberations they concurred.'] See 
Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 130, 202—214, 325, 344. 

P. 92. 1. 11. It has been conjectured,] Mosheim'^ EccL 
Histoiy, voL i. p. 103. note. 

P. 93. 1. 21. Their qffice was of a probationary nature.] 
Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 177. Hammond's Diss. 4ta, chap. 2C 
$. 9, 10. 

P. 94. 1. 3. The qffice of deaconesses.] Hammond's Diss. 
4ta, chap. 24. $. 6. Bingham's Origines Eccl. book ii. chap. 
22. Brett's Ch. Gov. p. 439. 

P. 96. 1. 24. Originally of apostolic institution.] Nott's 
Bampton Lectures, p. 92, 96. 

P. 97. 1. 23. The extraordinary and miraculous gifts of 
their teachers.] See Leslie's Discourse on the qualifications 
necessary to administer the Sacraments, in the Scholar armed, 
vol. i. p. 83. Daubeny's Appendix, p. 298. Jones's Ser- 
mon on 1 Cor. xiii. 13. Works, vol. v. serm. 12. 
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. p. 98. I. 1 9. To speak evil of dignitm.J See Syt^es on 
Paroch. Com. p. 99 — 107. Mant's Parocbial aiwH JJomestic 
Sermons^ vol. ii. 297 — 300. Ledie in Scholar Armedlj vpl. 
. ii. Pt 76. 

P. 99. 1. 23. The order of the 0)lgssicufiii} iUc^ct^v uf^y rt^v 
ro^iv. Videns vestrutn ordineni^ nempe in dispositione, et 
observatione rituum eeclesiastipoxmn* S^hleugner.» . 

P. 100. 1. 17. The fomij in which our Lord delivered his 
frayerJ] See the London C^ses, vol. ii. p. 1^ — 171, 

P. 101. 1. 5. ^ creed or summary of the Christian faith.'] 
.Rogqr&'s Review, p. 188. 

P. 102. 1. 31. The reference from Antioch of the dispute 
concerning circumcision^"] Brett's Ch. Gov. p, ^9^. 



p. IQS. 1. 1 1. Inscribed in the name qftb^ ctpfstfcSf pre^by- 
tetSf and brethren.'} See Potter's Discoursejj p.. ^l^rr^S^. 
where the right of the brethren to vote in the Council is 
denied. 

P. 105. 1. II. The perpetuity of the orcfer.] Potter -s pis- 
course, p. 136 — 139. 

p. 107. 1* l^f The twelve apostle instructing the peoplfi,] 
Potter's Discourse, p. 49, 50. Sl^jnner's Prim, Truth^ p. 
122. 

P. 108. 1. 5. A coincidence has also been remorkedJ]. frpE to 
Ijondon Cases, No. 15. 

■ * 

Ibid. K 23. The autlwir of the eccle^astical poViy^i Bofpic 

V. §. 78., 
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Pf 109. I. 26^ Ad^e^g hinise^ tqi the iffiultitud^ qf his 
disdpks.'} Hammond^s Diss. 2nda^ chap. vi. $. 3. 

P. IIQ. 1. 2. This is the altar.'] See P^rkhurst's Lexicon 
un4<^r dua-i«rn^wv» who refers %q Ign^tius^ by whom the 
word is used in the same sense. 

Ibid. 1. 14. The errors of the Romamst.'] Daubeny^s Ap- 
pendix, p. 313. 

P. 111. 1. 20. If under the words Xsirov^g and Jffgot/g- 
ypuvra.] See Biel's Thesaurus under ^sirovoyeeo; and 
Hickes*s Christian Priesthood, p. .53, from which the ar- 
gument is principally collected. See also Potter's Dis- 
course, p. 260 — 267, aJ^d Skinner's Prim* Truth, p. 94. 

P. I H. 1. 6. The sacrifices with tajdch God is well pleased.'} 
Hammond's Diss. 2nda, chap, ru §« 5. 

Ibid. 1. 21 # Episcopacy has been unformly fmvnd to pret?ai7.] 
Daubeny'» Appendix, p. ^^6^ 287. Leslie's Discourse on 
the Qualifications, &c. in Scholar armed, vol. ii. p. 93 — 95. 
and Hall's Episcopacie, pai't ii. §. 18. where he has ** for 
the reader's satisfaction contracted into a short view som^ 
passages of laborious ChristiaTiography, pf M r« Paget, ga- 
thered by him out of many Authors, whereby it well ap- 
pears how the Christian Church is governed abroad^ and 
(which is very remarkable) wqll near all of them in jx 
manner utterly divided from the correspondence with 
Rome, and professedly opposite to most of her errors, and 
chiefly to her ambitious and tyrannous usurpation.^* The 
following is a sketdi of this curious picture. 
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Oreel Church. Putriiirch of Conftantl- 74 MetrDpoiiteixi. Divert Bnfkops 

noplt. under thenu 

Russian Church. Patriarch ol Moscow. f Metropolitans. 4 Archbishops, 

6 Bishopk. 
Patriarch of Jerosal«;iD, 5 Metropolitans. 10 Bishops. 

Patriarch of Aotioch. t42 Metropolitaos, Archbishops, and 

Bishops.- 
Armenian Cbrtstians. t Patriarchs in greater Bisliops according to difllerent a<- 

and lesser Arasenla. .counts varying frpo ^OCk |o 1000. 

Jacobite Christiant. Patriarch in Mesopotamia. Many Churches in Mesupoianiia, 

Babjrlufihi, and Syria. 
Maronites. A Patriarch. 8 or 9 Bishops. 

Nestorians( misnamed). Patriarch of Sdeoeia. 9% Bishops said to have been nndcr 

another Patriarch, 
jiidian Christians. Patriarch of Musal. . An Archbishop o. 

Atrican Christians. Patriarch of Aleiandria. 164 Bishops under 1 Metropofitan 
Abassine Christians. A Patriarch or Afourm. 127 Archbishops. 

P. 1 1.5. L 19. The difficulties under which those Protestants 
laboured.'] For the case of the Reformation in France^ see 
Hairs Episcopacie, part i. §. 5. 

Ibid. 1. 20. TTie only motive of the King Christian IlL'] 
Modern Universal History, vol. xxxii. p. 440. 

Ibid. I. 94. The ojfmicn of Calvin and of those who con' 
curred toilh him.] Their testimonies are collected by Hall, 
Episcopacie, part i. J. 4. 

P.'116i 1. 3. A certain subordination^ &c.J Mosheim's 
Eccl. Hist. vol. iv. p. 988. 

Ibid. 1. 19.- T7i€ irregtdar appointmiont of a Bishop in Ame- 
rica.] 36iiQs*s Life of Bishop Home. Works, vol. xii. 
p. 189. Charge intended to have been delivered to the 
Clergy of Norwich, at the primary visitation of George 
Lord Bishop of that Diocese, p. 93. This Charge was the 
composition * of Mr. Jones, and not of Bishop Home, to 

* See Buchffhaa's Christian Reiearchfes, and East India Reports of the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian knowledge. 
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MJiliose worlcs it lias been improperly added, since the deatli 
of Mr. Stevens^ who as well as Mr. Jones's femily was 
probaUy possessed of the fact. 

P. J18. L 2. Except the conscious/ness qf acting in obedience 
iiq.Ckrigt^ . Mamice's Dioc JEfiisc. p. 4. and Skinner's 
Prim. Triith» p. S06-t308^ i^l?— $24. 

Ibid. i. SI.,. A writer who has iUustrated, &&] Bishop 
Sage iof the Principles of the Cypriaiiic age^ and the Vin- 
dication of the Principles, &c.: from the latter work the en- 
suing argun&ent is collected. 

P. 124. 1. 14. There ig then no interval between the Jpo^ 
^lUMc and Cypriamc ag^i^J] The testimoaies of Clemens, 
Ignatius, IrensBus, and. Tertqllian are quoted by writers on 
Ecclesiastical polity. <' Episcopal government is acknow- 
ledged to have been received universally in the Church 
presently after the. time of the Apostles; between the 
Apostles and this presently afier there was not time enough 
for, nor possibility o( so great an alteration : and therefore 
there was no such aljteration as was pretended." Chilling«- 
worth's Works,, fol. p^ 32^. quoted in Daubeny's Appen<- 
dix^ p. 466« 

Ibid. L 24m U was the conclusion cfthe learned Hammond.2 
Diss. Ima, c. ult. $.11. 

p. 129. 1. 11. Which pne who possessed an affectionate at- 
tachment to the ancient foitL^ Eustace's . Classical Tour 
through Italy, vol. iL p. 1795 180. 8vo ed. The premature 
death of this accomplished Scholar is an occasion of deqp 
regret to all, who love an undisguised sincerity, and a re- 
gulated liberality of Christian profession. It is his own 
testimony; *^ In truth Reconciliation and Union are the 
objects of bis warmest wishes, of his most .fervent prayers; 
they occupy his thoughts, they employ his pen ; and if a 
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stone shall happen to mark the 'spot where hrs ashes are 
to repose, thtit stone shall 'kpeek c€ peads And reconcQiaf^ 
tion." Preface, p. xiii. 

?• 139. 1. 13. Defects of the 'Church OgLtechism.1 Nekon*s 
Festivals, Preface. They may l)e supplied by the tr^e of 
Bishop Burgess's Short -Catechism on the duly of €otiforn>- 
ing to the Established Church. Stevens's Treatise, and 
Taylor's Answer to the Question, Why am I a thurch- 
man ? in the didactic form, are very excellent. 

P. 140. 1. 20. In the language ijf ike jtedicious Hooker J] 
EccL Polity^ book v. ad fia. 

P. 141. 1. 17. Exempt or under the fwgatwe jurisdktum,] 
Brett's Ch. Gov. 44S- 

P. 142. 1. 3. By the divmofi of the larger arid nwre ^popur 
lous parishes,'] See on this subject and on the erection of 
additional <ihurches,'a valuable pamphlet, entitled, ^* Free 
and impartial tholights on the dangers to be apprehended 
from the incre^e of Sectaries in this 'kingdom, and the 
evils arising from the Want (of places of worship for die 
lower orders of the community." Taylor and Hessey, 
1808. Daubeny's Guide, 425—434. Middleton's Address 
to the parishioners of St Pancras; and Yates's Church in 
Danger. The friends of true religion will irejdice to know 
that the attention of the Government has been drawn to 
this most important subje^ and that' ineasures for relieving 
die present exigency are in cotitemplation. 

P. 143. 1. 5. WMch'thiy'areslill capable of edrrying into 
6ffett.\ Brett's Ch. • Gov. : p. 1 54—1 65. 

P. 146. 1. 9^, lytstm^ishM by 'the Clerical TidbiW] The 
disuse of the gowti aird cassdck was lamented *at' the time 
by* the' benevolent Jonas Hamway, who remaHccdy'diat df a 
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clergyman^ in his proper attire^ remonstrated with a per- 
son, whom 'he saw committing any offence against good 
manners, the people, recognizing, his office in his dress, 
would support and approve his interference; without the 
protection of his gown, he would be liable to insult. It 
would be curious to enquire, Whether fhe influence of the 
Clergy has improved, since they have ceased to be dis- 
tinguidied by their attire. What objection is there to 
resuming the use of the band, an infallible distinction ? 

P. 147. 1. 19. Whose constitution vol oniy claimed there 
^ped of foreign dmrches^ &c.] See the correspondence of 
Archbishop Wake and certain Doctors o( the Sorbonne 
on the project of an union between the English and Oal- 
licaB Churches, Mosheim's Eccles. Hist. App. iii. Dr. 
Grabe made a similar attempt to unite the English and 
Fhissian Churches. See Biographical Dictionary; art. 
Grabe. 

P. 152. !• 15. TJmt hifidelity ijdhich is rankUngJ] See 
Jacobi's Answer to Dr. Middleton*s Charge on iiis de- 
fMirture as %, 'Missionary t)f the Society for promoting Chris- 
tian knowledge. The eariy death of this promising young 
>nan has disappointed the confident expectations which 
were entertained of his miiiisterisd exertions 'in the East* 

^Rid. 1. 134. The tree*which h&dmffered exafiumJ] Heme's 
IDiffcourses, vol. iii. p. '123. 

P. 155. I. 4. It is ty the udion iff «etf{ and lUscretionJ] 
AihoDg the signs, Which mark 4he character 'of a restless 
end unsettled age, it is -not possible to ov^rlocAc the spirit 
(tf association, for the accomplishment *of purposes iof piety 
land benevolence. Pei*sons, whose zeal and Uberality are 
less questionable than their ^liscfelion, ^communicate their 
^sentiments to each other, and a society isfbrmed and at- 
tains considerable strength, -bctfbre there is imy time for 
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enquiring, whether the project is expedient or practicable; 
whether the method of carrying it into execution is de- 
serving of praise or liable to censure; and whether the 
ostensible object is indeed original^ and not already pur- 
sued by existing Societies, which with increased powers are 
capable of achieving it. The spirit of religious associations 
has penetrated the remotest corners of the land ; and it is 
of the highest importance that these associations shpuld be 
brought into connection with each other, and reduced to a 
regular subordination to the ecclesiastical authorities of the 
country, who might effectually solicit the liberality of the 
affluent, without appealing to the vanity or imposing on 
the simplicity of the poor, who have no concern in pro- 
moting foreign and distant designs, and whose scanty 
means of charity will be most appropriately employed in 
relieving the distress of their immediate neighbours, friends, 
and relations. With those Societies, which ,are principally 
under the control of the Dissenters, it would be improper 
to interfere, except to assign the meed of well merited 
praise to the strenuous exertions of the Baptist Missionaries 
in the East to translate the Scriptures, and to those of the 
United Brethren^ in making civilization the handmaid of 
conversion. It is not however inconsistent with the design 
of the preceding Survey, to examine the merits of those 
Societies, which hold or profess to hold an exclusive con- 
nection with the Church, without any intention of provok- 
ing controversy, with no other view than to recommend a 
consolidation of their interests, in conformity with their 
professed attachment to the National Religion. The prin- 
cipal religious Societies are, the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge; the Society for propagating the 
Gospel in foreign parts ; the Church Missionary Society ; 
the Prayer Book and Homily Society ; the Society for con- 
verting the Jews ; and the National Society. The National 
Society demands all the assistance^ which the friends of 
the education of the British poor can possibly contribute, 
and especially that which is afforded by some members of 
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the Church to the Society for Sunday Schools, and to other 
more exceptionable institutions, llie Prayer Book and 
Homily Society, which has no exclusive object, except the 
Translation of the Homilies into the languages of the £a8t, 
an object certainly premature, and probably unadvisable, 
might with the best effect be resolved into the Society for 
promoting Christian knowledge, which is quite sufficient 
to answer its designs. The Society for propagating the 
Gospel, coalescing with the Church Missionary Society, 
might assume the management of the oriental missions, 
which are under the patronage of the Society for promoting 
Christian knowledge, which is sufficiently occupied with 
the recent enlargement of its domestic labours. The So- 
ciety for converting the Jews cannot be necessary, what- 
ever may be its success, in a country, abounding in the 
means of Christian instruction, which it is known, that 
, Jews have applied and do apply with effect, and may be 
lefi; to the undbturbed possession of its patrons and advo- 
cates. 

There would then remain for the patronage of the Church 
of England, a Society for instructing the poor in the prinw 
ciples of the Established Church, whose office would be to 
assist in the erection and endowment of Schools, to supply 
masters prepared and qualified for the office, and to take 
the superintendence of a fund to be raised among them, 
for the relief of those, who are incapacitated by age or in- 
firmity : the Society for promoting Christian knowledge, 
distributing at reduced prices. Bibles, Prayer Books, Books 
of elementary instruction^ Devotional Treatises, Tracts on 
Faith, Manners, Public Worship, and every thing con- 
nected with its specific object of promoting Christian 
knowledge : and one Society for propagating the Gospel, 
which in the extent of its labours might emulate, and in 
sincerity and usefulness might surpass, the Romish College 
de propaganda, and whose appropriate design would be to 
i;;ngage, direct, assist, and remunerate the labours of pioys 



184 

Missionfuries ; to erect thurchedi as occasion niigbt require, 
and to convey religious knowledge to the Heathen.; to en- 
%hten the churchesy which are in darkness and ignovftnce ; 
to exert its combined energies for the establishment of a 
colonial Episcopacy ; and to hold correspondence on the 
state of religion with the several branches of :the Christian 
fiimily dispersed throughout the world. 

The constitution of these Societies cannot be too simple 
and unostentatious. The sanction of the Bishops, who 
should be the patrons of all auxiliary Committees .widiin 
their respective Dioceses, shoukl be required at their first 
institution, and they should be open to all ^bscribing 
members, with no other officers, than a Treasure and 
Secretary. Quarterly meetings of each Coinmittee in%fat 
be held in convenient situations, commi^nicalnng with tbe 
central Board in Londoi>, where an anniversary eelebration 
of the several Societies on three successive ,^ays would be 
a festival of the purest delight to all who love the peace and 
prosperity of Sion. The first effect of this ne;w organiza- 
tion of the religious Societies would be to at^ate the lust of 
controversy, to allay the violence of those mutual jealousies 
and suspicions, which are so contrary to the spirit of Christ, 
land to conciliate reciprocal affection, and unite the talents 
and exertions of all, who. are zealous for love, for truth, 
and good works. Union of counsels and combination of 
means would give new strength and vigour to Uieir sevei:al 
operations, and by removing difficulties and preventing 
collision, would facilitate the accomplishment of the objects, 
which all desire. Every man would possess his proper in- 
fluence in this labour of Christian love, and the harmony 
and voluntary subordination which would obtain in the 
Committees, would under the divine blessing, for which 
earnest prayer should be made, be the means of renewing 
at home the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and 
of spreading abroad the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ In the dis- 
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tracted state of religion in this country, it is the first 
maxim of ecclesiastical policy, to ccndliatei all that is with- 
out, and to consolidate all that is within, the Church, of 
wisdom, zeal, piety, and benevolence in furtherance of the 
common salvation, for the maintenance of glory to God in 
the highest, and for the diffusion of peace on eartii, and 
good-will toward men. 

Additional Note. 

P. 17. last line. The dwmon of the sons of Aaron j &c] 
This matter is not correctly stated. The order of the Le- 
vites was a distinct and separate institution of God, (Numb, 
iii. 5. Deut. x. 8.) subsequent to the election of Aaron's 
&mily to the priesthood. (Exod. xxviii.) The parallelism 
therefore between the Deacons and the Levites consists in 
their both being successive appointments. In page 17. 
line 96. in strict propriety of speech it should have been 
said, that Eleazar his son, and not that the Levites, inhe- 
rited the oiHce of Aaron : the priesthood is however consi- 
dered as belonging to the whole- tribe of Levi. Heb. v. 5, 
9, 11. 



THE END. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 30. line 19. fi>r day ofPentecoit read election of the Deacoru, 

46. 27. for eonttUutiont read contributions, 

61. 4. for lowett read tntermff^ote. 

81. 1. fbr'into read in. 

83. 11. dele on. 

89. S. fiiT'tkperUfr read supmrimr. 

9?/ . 17. for fmm read meni i ^ \ ' . 

115. 3. for highest read brightest. 

118. 17. for Acrius read i!miij. 

1?3. !SS. for Juntexis read Irenttus, 

13?. 12. for and read a. 
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